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COMMENT 

Last  month  I banged  on  about  how  we  couldn’t 
tell  an  awful  lot  from  Billy  Mac’s  early-season 
form  and  that  we  had  to  wait  until  the  world 
championship  kicked  off  to  see  if  he  really  was 
as  fast  as  his  Maxxis  results  would  have  us  believe. 
Well,  I’m  happy  to  say  he’s  every  bit  as  fast  - if  not 
faster  - and  after  three  GPs  Billiam’s  holding  down 
fourth  in  the  world,  just  four  points  behind  MX1 
championship  favourite  Josh  Coppins.  The  high  point 
was  a race  two  second  at  Valkenswaard  (in  the  sand!) 
and  you  can  be  certain  that  if  his  confidence  keeps 
building  the  results  will  keep  coming. 

If  you’re  not  lucky  enough  to  be  heading  out  to 
Bulgaria  or  Italy  then  your  next  chance  to  see  Billy  in 
action  will  be  at  the  British  GP  at  Mallory  Park  and  I 
can’t  stress  enough  how  important  it  is  that  we  turn  out 
in  force  to  cheer  him  on.  And  it’s  not  just  Billy  we  need 
to  get  behind.  This  year  we’ve  got  genuine  contenders 
in  all  three  (yep,  three  - the  Vets  are  racing  as  well) 
classes  and  our  support  could  be  worth  half-a-second 
a lap  and  that  could  be  the  difference  between  winning 
and  losing.  Billy  knows  what  it’s  like  to  win  a GP  and 
so  for  that  matter  do  Swordy  and  Tommy  Searle 
who,  along  with  Shaun  Simpson,  are  heading  a 
three-pronged  British  assault  on  the  MX2  division.  Last 
year’s  Vet  champ  Dave  Thorpe  didn’t  have  the  best  of 
days  at  round  one  of  the  old-timers  championship  in 
Spain  so  we  need  to  get  behind  him  n’all  - and  while 
we’re  at  it  cheer  on  Bellpuig  race  winner  Greg  Hanson 
and  current  second-place  man  Scott  Eastwood. 

Since  the  heady  days  of  Foxhill  we’ve  struggled  to 
find  a regular  GP  venue  - Gore  Basin,  Matterley  Basin, 
Matchams  and  Donington  have  all  tried  and  failed  to 
replace  the  legendary  Swindon  circuit  - and  we  need 
some  stability  or  we  risk  slipping  off  the  FIM  radar 
again.  So  it’s  vital  that  we  turn  out  en  masse,  give  our 
home  heroes  a helping  hand  and  - just  as  importantly 
- show  promoters  RHL  that  it’s  worth  their  while 
sticking  their  necks  out  again  in  2009.  For  ticket  details 
and  a full  preview  turn  to  pages  44-47. 

For  the  second  time  in  as  many  months  something 
Steve  Matthes  said  in  his  Radio  America  column  has 
set  my  mind  whirring.  This  month  Steve  talks  us 
through  a typical  week  in  the  life  of  a factory  US 
mechanic  during  the  annual  changeover  period  from 
indoors  to  outdoors  and  one  thing’s  clear  - no  matter 
how  glamorous  it  looks  from  the  outside,  it  ain’t  all  fun 
and  games  for  Uncle  Sam’s  hard-working  wrenches. 

I’ve  lost  count  of  the  number  of  letters  we’ve 
received  from  eager  young  readers  looking  for  a way 
into  the  hallowed  ‘industry’  who’ve  seen  people 
wandering  around  the  paddock  in  team  shirts  with 
passes  swinging  around  their  necks  and  decided  they 
fancy  a slice  of  the  action.  Truth  is  it  is  a great  industry 
to  be  involved  in  - whether  you’re  a truck  driver, 
mechanic,  rider  or  even  a horribly  hungover  hack  - but 
it  also  involves  a lot  of  hard  work  and  can  easily  take 
over  your  life.  Endless  motorway  miles,  countless  hours 
in  cold  workshops,  lap-after-lap  of  a rain-lashed 
practice  track  - the  reality  looking  out  is  very  different 
from  the  fantasy  looking  in. 

That’s  not  to  say  I blame  anyone  for  wanting  to  get 
a job  in  the  wonderful  world  of  off-road  - it’s  a great 
place  to  be  - and  I wouldn’t  blame  anyone  for  failing 
to  see  through  the  good  bits  to  the  graft  that  goes 
on  behind  the  scenes.  Even  people  who  should  know 
better  can  be  blinded  to  that...  A few  weeks  ago  I spent 
a day  in  the  Brecon  Beacons  as  a guest  of  Simon 
Pavey’s  Beemer-backed  Off-Road  Skills  outfit  and  after 
a morning  of  blatting  about  the  Welsh  forests  on  an 
assortment  of  German  metal  we  stopped  for  lunch. 

“You  lot  have  got  a great  job,”  I said  to  one  of  the 
instructors,  spraying  him  with  half-chewed  ham, 

“tanking  round  the  fireroads  all  day  - beats  working  for 
a living!”  “You  think  so?”  he  replied.  “You  wouldn’t  say 
that  if  you’d  just  had  to  pick  the  same  bike  up  off  the 
same  rider  for  the  20th  time  in  the  pouring  rain  - and 
when  you’re  on  your  way  home  I’ll  just  be  starting  to 
wash  the  bikes.”  Then  he  stopped,  thought  for  a 
second  about  the  impending  afternoon  of  tanking 


MALLORY  ON  TRACK 

BRITISH  GP  PLANS  GET  THUMBS  UP  AFTER  OPEN  DAY 

Words  and  photos  by  Pondo 

When  the  FIM  made  the  official  public  to  keep  everyone  posted  on  the  latest 

announcement  on  January  26  that  the  developments.  In  the  face  of  some  pretty  spicy 
British  GP  would  move  from  the  comments  they  explained  why  the  event  was  at 

scheduled  venue  of  Foxhill  to  a newly-built  track  Mallory  and  even  went  as  far  as  to  invite 
at  Mallory  Park,  the  response  - particularly  on  suggestions  from  the  MX-going  public  as  to  what 
internet  motocross  forums  - was  vocal  and  they  would  like  to  see  at  the  GR  what  they 

largely  unanimous.  Hardly  anyone  was  wouldn’t  like  to  see  and  how  the  whole  thing 

happy  with  it.  could  be  made  to  work  better. 

It  seemed  like  the  GP  was  being  booted  This  ‘consultation’  process  came  to  a head  in 

around  from  venue  to  venue  - there  was  no  April  when  RHL  threw  open  the  doors  of  the 

continuity,  no  respect  for  the  traditions  of  the  Leicestershire  circuit  to  the  public.  The  day 

sport  and  the  circuits  seemed  to  be  turning  more  kicked  off  with  a discussion  about  people’s 
and  more  into  outdoor  supercross  tracks.  Behind  wants  and  hopes  for  the  GP  - question  number 
the  anonymity  of  an  online  username  it  was  one,  predictably  enough,  concerned  beer  and  its 
easy  to  be  vitriolic  and  I’ll  be  the  first  to  put  my  adequate  provision.  But  one  thing  remained 

hand  up  and  say  that  I was  among  the  critics.  constant  throughout  the  conference  - every 

But  event  organisers  RHL,  led  by  Gareth  question  asked,  every  opinion  offered,  every 
Hockey,  weathered  the  storm  of  protests  and  request  made  was  given  serious  consideration. 


round  the  fireroads  and  his  face  split  into 
a big  sh*t-eating  grin. 

“Yeah,  it’s  a great  job!” 


doggedly,  patiently  and  with  well-reasoned 
restraint  went  about  arguing  their  case  with 
J Gareth  even  starting  a weekly  column  in  T+MX 


In  that  room,  as  the  organisers  of  the  British 
Grand  Prix  sat  with  members  of  the  public, 
changes  were  made  to  the  organisation  of  the 
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IRISH  VENUE  GETS  THE  FIM  THUMBS  UP 
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GP  itself.  It  was  an  astonishingly  open  meeting. 

Outside  only  a third  of  the  track  was  marked 
and  ready  to  be  ridden  (and  the  surface  was  far 
from  the  finished  article)  but  between  showers  a 
handful  of  invited  GP  stars  including  Billy 
MacKenzie  and  Mike  Brown  turned  laps  along 
with  members  of  the  public  and  press.  And 
despite  the  conditions  the  responses  were 
generally  positive  - it’s  definitely  not  the  bland 
jump-fest  of  Donington. 

Although  the  objective  was  to  get  thoughts 
and  opinions  from  members  of  the  general 
public,  as  a PR  exercise  it’s  also  been  a great 
success.  And  far  from  being  a purely 
commercial  venture  from  an  organisation 
concerned  principally  with  lining  their  own 
pockets,  the  lengths  that  RHL  have  gone  to 
to  get  the  views  of  the  motocross  public 
onboard  have  shown  how  much  they  want  this 
to  work  as  a viable,  long-term  home  for  the 
British  Grand  Prix. 


It’s  not  just  the  British  GP  that  has  been 
bounced  about  over  the  last  few  years, 
the  Irish  GP  has  also  been  rattling  around 
looking  for  a permanent  home.  And  after 
world  championship  rounds  in  recent  years 
at  Ballykelly,  Desertmartin  and  Moneyglass, 
all  the  signs  are  positive  for  the  new  venue 
at  Fairyhouse  Race  Circuit  on  the  outskirts 
of  Dublin. 

Youthstream  track  designer  Greg  Atkins 
and  FIM  race  director  Dave  Nicoll  have  now 
inspected  the  Fairyhouse  site  and  were 
impressed  enough  to  agree  that  the  venue 
would  set  new  standards  both  in  spectator 
and  trackside  facilities. 

The  last  time  world  championship 
motocross  was  held  in  the  Republic  of 
Ireland  was  all  the  way  back  in  1996  when 
Dave’s  son  Kurt  came  out  on  top  of  a 250cc 
battle  at  Vernon  Mount  in  Cork.  Now  it  looks 


set  for  repeated  visits  as  part  of  a three- 
year  deal. 

“The  meeting  and  inspection  tour  was 
very  successful  and  it  has  set  in  place  a 
very  sound  foundation  for  not  only  this 
year’s  grand  prix  but  for  the  grands  prix  that 
will  follow  in  2009  and  2010,”  says  CoC 
Tony  Skillington.  “I  am  delighted  to  be  acting 
as  clerk  of  the  course  for  what  is  my  home 
GP  I am  especially  happy  to  be  working  with 
a group  of  really  dedicated  motocross 
people  for  this  event  who  are  all  working 
extremely  hard  to  make  this  year’s  GP  a 
major  success.” 

Construction  of  the  track  will  now  begin 
in  earnest  with  work  expected  to  be 
completed  in  July  in  plenty  of  time  for 
homologation  of  the  circuit  for  the  event  on 
August  30/31. 

We’ll  see  you  there... 
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WIN!WIN!WIN! 

2008  RM125  MUST  BE  WON! 


Not  so  very  long  ago  it  looked  like  the  game 
was  up  for  high-revvin’,  sweet-sounding 
two-strokes.  But  reports  of  their  death 
were  greatly  exaggerated  and  in  the  right  hands 
a stroker’s  still  a potent  weapon  - go  to  any  club 
meeting  and  you’ll  get  a whiff  of  pre-mix  and 
thanks  to  the  DEP  championship  there’s  even  a 
high-profile  race  series  dedicated  to  two-smokers. 

For  the  second  year  on  the  trot  we’ve  joined 
forces  with  Suzuki  GB  to  offer  one  lucky  reader 
the  chance  to  win  a brand-spankingly-new  yellow 
rocketship  - this  time  around  it’s  a RM125!  And 
what’s  more,  if  you  win  - and  you’re  fast  enough 
- you  could  even  earn  a place  in  the  Suzuki 
RM125cc  Cup  and  have  a chance  at  winning  a 
2009  model  at  the  DEP  series  finale.  That’s 
what’s  known  in  the  trade  as  a double  bonus! 

The  competition  kicks  off  in  this  month’s  mag, 
continues  in  our  July  issue  and  then  signs  off  in 


August.  In  each  of  the  three  special  competition 
editions  we’ll  be  asking  a simple  Suzuki-related 
question  - all  you  have  to  do  is  work  out  the 
correct  answer,  send  it  in  and  keep  your 
pinkies  crossed. 

Each  correct  answer  is  a valid  entry  so  if  you 
miss  a competition  issue  you  can  still  enter  and, 
even  better,  if  you  get  all  three  competition  issues 
you  get  three  separate  shots  at  winning  the 
RM125!  That’s  what’s  known  in  the  trade  as  a 
triple  bonus! 

You  can  either  wait  until  the  August  issue  and 
stuff  all  your  entries  into  one  envelope  or  just 
send  your  entries  in  one  at  a time  - all  we  ask  is 
that  entries  are  submitted  on  official  entry  forms 
so  no  computer  scans,  photocopies  or  crayoned 
efforts  etc! 

Don’t  miss  next  month’s  DBR  for  your  second 
chance  to  win! 


SORTed! 

WIN  A RIDE  IN  THE  RM125  CUP 


The  RM125  is  still  one  of  the  best  two-stroke  weapons 
around  and  buying  one  this  year  gives  you  entry  into  the 
UK’s  newest  and  most  exciting  off-road  race  series! 


Championship  race  at  the  DEP  finals  in  2008 
$ Riders  of  RM125s  from  a different  year  may  also 
enter  (subject  to  a one-off  charge  of  £50) 


Qualifying  couldn’t  be  easier... 

$ Simply  buy  a brand-new  Suzuki  RM125  from  an 
authorised  Suzuki  dealer 
$ Compete  in  eight  races  during  2008 
(registering  your  results  online) 

$ The  top  40  entrants  will  go  forward  to  the  Suzuki 


Easy  huh?  If  you’re  already  a SORT  club  member  just 
log-in  or  if  not  simply  visit  the  SORT  website  at 
www.suzukioffroadteam.co.uk  and  add  in  any  race 
results  you’ve  had  in  the  club  scene.  Then  pick  your  best 
eight  results  to  secure  your  place  in  the  national 
standings  and  be  in  with  a chance  of  lifting  the  Suzuki 
RM125  Cup  and  winning  a 2009  RM125!  mmmmmmmmm 
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QUESTION  #1 

WHICH  SUZUKI  RIDER  WON  THE  ’07  WORLD 
MX1  CHAMPIONSHIP? 


A)  Steve  Ramon 
C)  Kevin  Strijbos 


B)  Erik  Eggens 
D)  Sean  Hamblin 


Answer : 

Name  : 

Address  : 

Postcode  : 

Daytime  contact  number : 

Email  : 

Cut  out  this  coupon  and  send  it  to  us  at 

‘Win  a Suzuki’,  DBR,  12  Victoria  Street, 
Morecambe,  Lancs  LA4  4AG. 

Closing  date  for  entries  is  August  7. 

Dirt  Bike  Rider  and  Suzuki  are  constantly  running  great  offers.  If 
you  are  not  interested  in  receiving  details  of  them  by  email,  post, 
phone,  sms  or  text  please  tick  here  □ 

If  you  are  not  interested  in  receiving  details  of  offers  run  by  our 
business  partners  please  tick  here  □ 

For  your  information:  For  quality  and  training  purposes  we  may 
monitor  communications. 


Bikesport 

Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 

Tyne  & Wear 

NE4  6AN 

0191  232  8970 

Boretech  Engineering 

Small  Dole 

West  Sussex 

BN5  9XH 

01903  816236 

Colin  Appleyard  Ltd 

Keighley 

West  Yorkshire 

BD21  5AJ 

01535  606311 

Des  Helyar  Motorcycles 

Basingstoke 

Hampshire 

RG26  6TH 

01189  700665 

ET  James  and  Son 

Powys 

Wales 

LD6  5DU 

01597  810396 

Ford  & Ellis  Motorcycles  Ltd 

Chesham 

Bucks 

HP5 3ED 

01494  772343 

GH  Motorcycles  Ltd 

Colchester 

Essex 

COI  2LY 

01206  791155 

Jim  Allan  Motorcycles  Ltd 

Falkirk 

Scotland 

FK2  7BX 

01324  620111 

K & S Racing 

Sittingbourne 

Kent 

ME10  3EX 

01795  431700 

KAIS 

Atherton 

Gtr  Manchester 

M46  OLT 

01942  896366 

Meredith  Motocross  Ltd 

Brislington 

Bristol 

BS4  5AB 

0117  971  4873 

Padgett’s  Direct 

Douglas 

Isle  of  Man 

IM2  4HE 

01624  673141 

R M Hockey  and  Sons 

Abergavenny 

Monmouthshire 

NP7 9AT 

01873  840170 

Russel  Is  Motorcycles 

Belfast 

NJ reland 

BT8  8AN 

02890  817000 

Sherwood  Motorcycles 

Birmingham 

West  Midlands 

B28  OLG 

01217  772499 

Stamford  Superbikes 

Stamford 

Lincolnshire 

PE9  1XF 

01780  481700 

St  Blazey  Moto  X 

St  Blazey 

Cornwall 

PL24  2RN 

01726  816181 

TAS  Performance  Bikes 

Moneymore 

Co  Londonderry 

BT45  7XL 

028  867  48097 

Trevor  Pope  Motorcycles 

Gosport 

Hampshire 

P012 4TD 

02392  521111 
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J GORDON CROCKARD 

|i|: 


YEEHAW! 

GORDY’S  COMING  OVER  ALL  COUNTRY  AND  WESTERN  - IT’S 
GOT  TO  BE  THE  WORKLOAD  GETTING  TO  HIM... 

Words  by  Gordon  Crockard  Photo  by  Sutty 


Howdy  y’all!  I’m  finding  it  hard  to  get 
started  with  writing  this  as  there’s  so 
much  to  tell  but  no  way  of  telling  it 
without  getting  fired!  That’s  the  thing  with  being 
a professional  contractor  - it  tests  your  ability  to 
bite  your  lip  and  to  not  shoot  your  mouth  off 
about  the  factors  you  wish  you  could  let 
everyone  know  about.  All  you  see  is  the  race 
result  and  that’s  all  the  information  you  have  to 
judge  me  on  but  sometimes  you’ll  find  that 
behind  those  printed  results  lies  so  much  more 
to  the  overall  challenge  of  the  race. 

It’s  amazing  and  has  been  amazing  right 
from  the  minute  I set  foot  in  what  the  American 
people  like  to  call  The  Greatest  Nation  In  The 
World’.  Strikes  me  as  a little  bit  strange  how 
they  know  that  seeing  as  only  17  per  cent  of 
American  citizens  hold  passports  which  means 
83  per  cent  of  them  have  never  been  outside  of 
the  States  to  ever  know.  Again,  I mustn’t  slabber 
as  I’m  on  their  soil  and  shouldn’t  bite  the  hand 
that  feeds  me. 

I now  have  a mechanic  working  on  my  bikes 
- his  name  is  Jeff  Burnette  and  he’s  from 
North  Carolina  but  has  moved  up  to  Cincinnati 
in  Northern  Kentucky  to  be  at  Scott  Summers 
Inc  HQ.  This  is  a big  help  for  me  as  I can 
concentrate  on  training  now  and  be  well  in  the 
knowledge  I can  trust  that  Jeff  will  do  a good 
job  in  making  sure  my  bike  is  prepared  for  the 
race.  He’s  a former  MX  and  woods  racer  himself 
and  has  owned  a couple  of  Husqvarnas  in  his 
time  so  I’m  lucky  to  have  him. 

I had  a busy  week  testing  at  the  beginning  of 
the  month.  We  did  a non-championship  race 
and  used  it  as  a test  - I finished  second  and 
achieved  what  we  needed  from  the  test.  The 
next  day  I rode  in  the  rain  all  day  testing 
suspension  and  engine  caseguards.  The  next 
day  I had  to  test  the  duration  of  a 14.8  litre  fuel 
tank  which  runs  for  two  hours  and  45  minutes  in 


case  you  were  wondering.  Husqvarna  sent  a 
factory  mechanic  over  from  Italy  to  test  engines 
and  suspension  for  two  days,  dawn  to  dusk  so 
that  took  me  up  to  Friday.  And  then  I made  a 
seven-hour  journey  to  South  Carolina  to  race 
the  fourth  round  of  the  GNCC  championship. 

On  Monday  I was  tired! 

I’ve  been  working  with  Wyatt  Seals  on 
suspension  since  the  last  race  and  it’s  a 
pleasure  to  get  to  do  that.  He’s  very  good  and  a 
super-nice  guy.  I can  remember  him  from  when 
he  worked  for  Jeremy  McGrath  and  then  in 
Europe  when  he  came  over  to  mechanic  for 
Ryan  Hughes  at  Pamo  Honda.  He  has  a cool 
bicycle  shop  and  I was  able  to  buy  a 
Cannondale  mountain  bike  from  him  which  I 
need  for  my  training  programme.  I’ve  been 
lucky  to  have  a trainer  sponsor  me  over  here 
who  has  drawn  up  a nutrition  plan  and 
training  programme. 

My  work  visa  application  has  been  approved 
in  the  States  but  I must  return  to  my  country  of 
residence  and  sit  a two-hour  interview  in  the  US 
Embassy  in  Belfast  before  it  can  be  fully  passed 
and  granted.  Since  I don’t  have  it  yet  I can’t 
‘work’  and  that  means  I can’t  be  paid  so  I must 
thank  a very  good  sponsor  of  mine  for 
continuing  with  their  company  advertising 
methods.  KP  Equipe  have  backed  me  again 
and  you’ll  see  the  KP  Equipe  logos  on  my  crash 
helmet  for  the  second  year  in  a row  now.  I’m 


proud  to  be  associated  with  them  again  and 
grateful  for  their  continued  support. 

Thanks  guys! 

Finally,  a quick  note  to  THE  J , i 
greatest  nation  in  the  world 
(Northern  Ireland).  I’ll  be 
home  to  see  you  all  at  the  / Vy  j/~' 
North  West  200  road  race  on 
May  17.  Be  ready,  I’ll  be  on  a ^ Cjj 
mission!  Yeehaw! 


FAME /ACADEMY 

RIDE  MX  LAUNCH  ’08  TEAM 

THE  NEW  Ride  MX  Academy  was  launched  at 
the  end  of  April  at  Apex  Motocross  Park  by 
speedway  star  Carl  Harris  with  Sky  Sports 
News  turning  out  to  interview  the  Coventry 
Bees  captain  along  with  team  riders  and  top 
coach  Rikki  Priest. 

The  academy  now  has  a 19-strong  team  of 
riders  aged  between  6-19  years  old.  Most 
compete  in  the  BYMX  and  BSMA  nationals  and 
all  are  trained  by  former  British  championship 
contender  Rikki.  “We  want  to  be  able  to  support 
and  help  up  and  coming  talent,”  explains  Ride 
MX  boss  Paul  Wood,  “and  the  academy  is  a 
great  way  of  putting  something  back  into  the 
sport  at  a grassroots  level.  I wish  them  the  best 
of  luck  throughout  the  2008  season.” 

The  team  - supported  by  Thor  MX,  Zero 
Nine,  Madison  Sports  and  Monster  Energy  - is 
currently  on  the  look-out  for  new  talent.  If  you’d 
like  to  be  involved  as  a rider  or  sponsor  email 
Paul  at  paulw@ridemx.co.uk 

For  more  details  of  Rikki’s  one-on-one  and 
group  coaching  sessions  hook  up  to 
www.mxcoach.co.uk 


tit 


SMOKERSWILD! 

PETTIT  AND  EASTY  LEAD  DEP  CHARGE 

Words  by  Pondo 


THE  FIRST  two  rounds  of  the  DEP  Pipes 
Two-Stroke  British  Championship  have  been  a 
showcase  for  world  class  racing. 

Round  one  at  Canada  Heights  is  hit  with 
heavy  snow  on  race  day  morning  - just  as  the 
Maxxis  was  a fortnight  before  - but  while  the 
snow  stopped  as  the  racing  began  for  the 
thumper  boys,  for  the  DEP  series  it  just  gets 
heavier  and  heavier... 

Jonathan  Pettit  wins  the  first  (and  what 
subsequently  becomes  the  only)  125  A moto 
with  a race  of  pure  brilliance,  riding  smart  and 
making  his  own  lines  ahead  of  reigning  125 
champion  David  Willet  and  Jack  Brunell  in  third 
while  local  boy  Mark  Eastwood  wins  the  250s, 
again  ahead  of  double-entered  Ironman  Willet. 
But  one  block  of  racing  is  enough  as  conditions 
become  utterly  appalling. 

Round  two  brings  the  series  to  Landrake  and 
a touch  of  Sunday  morning  drizzle  is  nothing  in 
comparison!  Pettit  maintains  his  100  per  cent 
record  with  a trio  of  wins  - even  when  he 
doesn’t  get  the  best  of  starts  the  veteran  rides 
smart  and  has  the  pace  to  run  everyone  down. 

In  contrast,  the  Open  class  appears  to  be 
less,  er,  open.  Defending  champ  Easty  and 
Willet  are  the  class  of  the  field  with  Mark  having 
the  upper  hand  after  the  first  two  races.  For  race 
three,  however,  the  Ironman  is  red-hot  - Mark 
leads  from  the  start  but  Willet  closes  the  gap, 
applies  the  pressure  and  finally  makes  a move 
around  the  outside. 

For  a couple  of  laps  Eastwood  seems  to  hold 
a watching  brief  before  launching  a counter 
attack  of  his  own.  But  it’s  to  no  avail  - Willet  is 
as  utterly  determined  as  Eastwood  and  he 
sweeps  to  his  first  win  of  the  day. 
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Woohoo!  what  a month!  It’s  been  a good 
one  on  the  racing  front  and  a busy  one 
too  with  all  the  travelling  involved. 
Valkenswaard  was  the  first  stop.  It  was  finally 
here,  the  one  that  I’d  been  training  for  so  long 
for,  the  opening  GP  of  the  season... 

I drove  out  on  Friday  morning  - I had  to  be 
there  for  2pm  as  Kawasaki  had  their  launch  of 
all  the  GP  teams  at  the  track.  It  was  a big  set-up 
and  the  teams  had  to  make  sure  all  the  bikes 
were  there  and  the  riders  had  to  prepare  a 
one-minute  speech.  I didn’t  manage  to  prepare 
anything  so  I had  to  do  it  off  the  cuff  - luckily,  it 
came  out  well.  Lots  of  press  were  there  along 
with  the  big  chiefs  from  Japan  and  Youthstream 
president  Giuseppe  Luongo. 

Weather  and  track  conditions  were  not  good 
after  heavy  rain  Friday  night  - very  rutty,  boggy 
and  only  one  good  line.  My  heat  race  was  tough 
as  I went  down  three  times  on  the  first  lap  but  I 
had  good  speed  and  was  able  to  get  back  into 
the  top  10  to  qualify  and  was  feeling  good  for 
Sunday.  Race  one  was  almost  a repeat  of 
Saturday.  I got  caught  up  in  a first  lap  pile-up 
then  crashed  again  big  while  coming  through. 
End  of  race  and  no  points  - not  the  start  I was 
looking  for.  Race  two  was  better  with  a seventh 
place  and  14  points  but  still  a little  less  than  I 
was  hoping  for. 

The  next  weekend  was  Torrington,  round 
three  of  the  British.  Again,  conditions  were  wet 
but  the  result  was  good.  I took  my  first  British 
championship  win  of  the  season  and  my  first  for 
over  two  years.  It  felt  great  and  was  a good 
boost  for  my  confidence.  I also  kept  the  red  plate 
and  extended  my  lead  in  the  championship  - 
something  I don’t  plan  on  giving  up.  The  drive 
home  that  night  was  that  little  bit  sweeter  than 
normal,  a great  feeling. 

Spain  was  the  next  stop  at  a track  that  I 
really  like.  On  Saturday  track  conditions  were 
perfect  - nice  and  tacky.  I had  another  hard  heat 
race  and  came  from  the  back  to  qualify  but  felt 
positive  about  Sunday.  Rain,  rain  and  more  rain 
was  all  that  we  had  on  Sunday.  I cannot  explain 
how  bad  the  conditions  were  - the  track  was 
flooded  with  massive  pools  of  water  worse  than 
I’ve  ever  seen  before.  I got  a top  15  start  in  race 
one  but  crashed  on  the  second  lap,  it  was 


difficult  just  to  get  round  never  mind  trying  to 
race.  My  goggles  were  off  from  lap  one  so  that 
was  a problem  as  well.  I just  focused  on  staying 
consistent  each  lap  and  pulled  my  way  through 
to  fourth  at  the  finish. 

Between  races  I spent  most  of  the  time 
rinsing  my  eyes  out  as  they  were  full  of  mud. 

The  conditions  for  race  two  were  much  worse. 

I led  the  race  briefly  but  crashed  and  again  the 
goggles  were  off  on  lap  one.  I crashed  a couple 
more  times  but  was  one  of  the  few  that  were 
consistently  getting  round.  They  red-flagged  the 
race  two  laps  early  and  when  I got  round  to  the 
finish  I was  directed  to  the  podium.  What  a 
feeling  again!  My  first  GP  podium  since  2005! 

I couldn’t  see  anything  but  who  cares  - I was  on 
the  box  and  third  overall! 

It  was  good  to  give  the  team  something  back 
as  they  have  been  working  flat-out  for  the  past 
few  weeks  and  with  the  weather  conditions  the 
way  they’ve  been  it’s  not  easy  for  my  mechanic, 
especially  in  between  motos  when  there’s  not  a 
great  deal  of  time  to  get  everything  ready. 

I flew  home  Sunday  night  ready  for  a good 
week’s  riding  and  training  before  Portugal  and  to 
clean  up  all  that  dirty  kit.  I spent  all  morning 
power  washing  it  down  before  whacking  it  in  the 
washer.  I left  Thursday  night  for  Portugal  as  the 
flight  on  Friday  morning  was  excessively  early. 

It’s  another  good  track  for  me  - I took  my  first 
race  win  there  back  in  2004.  Weather  conditions 
were  a lot  different  - 35  degrees  was  just  a little 
bit  warmer  than  we’ve  been  used  to  this  year. 

The  track  was  in  shape,  my  heat  race  went  good 
and  I finished  fourth. 

The  weather  would  play  a factor  as  it  was 
pretty  hot  but  I seem  to  do  well  in  these 
conditions.  On  the  Saturday  evening  there  was  a 
small  get-together  for  Jean  Jacque,  the  Michelin 
man.  He  is  retiring  from  his  job  so  it  was  farewell 
to  him.  Sorry  to  see  him  go  and  I wish  him  all 
the  best  for  the  future.  I was  aiming  for  another 
podium  but  just  missed  out  with  fourth  overall. 

It  was  a good  day  for  the  points  but  I want 
to  get  closer  to  the  leaders  so  I canx 
challenge  for  race  wins.  I will 
work  hard  to  achieve  this... 

Until  next  time  hang  loose 
and  wide  open.  Braaaaaaap!  ( 
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Save  on  gate  prices 

by  purchasing  advance  tickets  online  at 

www.ticketmaster.co.uk  or  via  the 


i I UK  telephone  hotline  on  0844  847  2447. 


Camping  available  onsite. 
Advance  ticket  sales  close  on  23rd  May  2008, 
so  order  now  to  make  the  biggest  savings. 
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FIM  MOTOCROSS 


unsung  heroes 


Like  it  or  not  this  off-road  world  of  ours  is 
about  as  far  away  from  the  mainstream 
as  I am  from  a Pulitzer  Prize.  Ask  your 
average  Joe  who  Billy  Mac,  Tommy 
Searle  or  David  Knight  are  and  be  prepared  for  a 
glazed  look  before  they  hazard  a guess  “...were 
they  in  Big  Brother  4?”... 

Without  the  diehard  fans  who  brave  all  sorts 
of  weather  and  traffic  chaos  to  see  their  heroes 
at  work  there  would  be  no  off-road  sport  so  DBR 
grabbed  a random  father/son  combo  - Guy  and 
Luke  Smith  - from  the  snowy  autograph  queue 
at  a freezing  Canada  Heights  to  find  their 
thoughts  on  motocross  in  general. 

DBR:  What  do  you  do  for  a living? 

GS:  “I’m  a commercial  director.  Motocross  is  a 
hobby  - initially  it  was  my  hobby,  now  Luke’s 
taken  it  up.” 

DBR:  Where  have  you  travelled  from 
this  morning? 

GS:  “West  Mersey  near  Colchester  which  is 
about  an  hour-and-a-half  away.” 

DBR:  How  much  do  you  think  today  will 
cost  you  if  you  include  fuel,  food  and 
merchandise  on  top  of  your  tickets? 

GS:  “For  the  two  of  us  it  will  be  getting  on  for 
about  £100...” 

DBR:  Do  you  think  you  are  getting  good 
value  for  money? 

GS:  “I  think  we  are,  absolutely.  For  one  it’s  a 
good  day  out,  I mean  the  weather’s  not  very 
good  but  it’s  still  a great  day,  particularly  for 
Luke  as  it’s  a good  opportunity  to  watch  the 
best  riders,  to  see  how  they  ride,  to  see  how 
they  push  from  the  start  of  the  race  to  the  end 
of  the  race.” 

DBR:  Do  you  both  ride? 

GS:  “I  used  to  ride,  in  fact  I recently  sold  my 
KTM250F.  I had  a fall  last  season  and  hurt  my 
back  and  haven’t  really  got  back  into  it.  Luke’s 
just  turned  nine  and  races  a KTM65  having 
moved  up  from  a 50cc  last  season  so  that 
takes  up  most  of  my  time.  Luke  has  two  bikes 
that  I have  to  look  after  so  having  my  own  just 
didn’t  work!” 


DBR:  How  many  meetings  do  you  attend  as 
spectators  each  season? 

GS:  “This  is  the  first  one  we’ve  been  to  this 
season  as  we  tend  to  race  ourselves  most 
weekends  and  just  don’t  get  the  opportunity.  This 
one  came  along  on  an  off  weekend  so  we  were 
straight  here.  We  are  going  to  definitely  make  the 
effort  to  go  to  as  many  as  possible  - I’d  like  to 
get  to  Desertmartin  for  example.” 

DBR:  How  long  have  you  been  fans 
of  motocross? 

GS:  “Thirty  years.  My  father  used  to  scramble  a 
BSA  Bantam  and  he  passed  on  his  love  of 
motocross  to  me.  I rode,  then  dropped  it  due  to 
work  and  family  commitments,  then  took  it  up 
again... then  dropped  it  again  to  support  Luke!” 

DBR:  How  far  would  you  like  to  see  Luke 
take  this? 

GS:  “However  far  he  wants  to  take  it  and  I’ll 
support  him.  You  have  to  be  quite  tough  with 
them  sometimes  but  not  too  tough.  If  they  fall  off 
you  need  to  get  them  straight  back  on  the 
bike... it’s  quite  hard  sometimes.” 

DBR:  Which  is  your  favourite  national  track? 

GS:  “Desertmartin... although  Canada  Heights  is 
right  up  there  with  it,  maybe  just  squeezed  into 
second  place.” 

DBR:  Luke,  tell  us  who  you  are  rooting 
for  today? 

LS:  “Stephen  Sword.” 

DBR:  Do  you  think  he’ll  win  the 
championship  this  year 
LS:  “Ummm...he  might!” 

DBR:  Put  your  neck  on  the  line  and  give  us 
your  hot  tips  for  the  British  MX1  and  MX2 
champions  this  season. 

GS:  “Let’s  go  for  Swordy  in  MX2  and  Billy  Mac 
in  MX1.” 

DBR:  What  will  your  day  consist  of? 

GS:  “We  try  and  get  here  as  early  as  possible  so 
we  can  take  our  time  and  really  take  in  the 
spectacle  and  atmosphere,  especially  for  Luke. 
Hopefully  he  can  get  to  meet  some  of  the  riders 


and  get  to  see  how  the  teams  are  set  up,  watch 
the  practice  and  make  a whole  day  of 
it... whether  we  make  it  to  the  end  of  today 
is  another  thing  though!” 

DBR:  Is  it  good  form  to  pick  one  spot  on  the 
fence  or  move  around  between  motos? 

GS:  “We  spend  a bit  of  time  looking  for  a good 
spot  and  then  keep  going  back  to  it.” 

DBR:  How  would  you  convince  someone 
who’s  never  been  to  a motocross  meeting  to 
give  it  a try? 

GS:  “It’s  exciting,  it’s  people  who  are  on  the  edge 
but  having  a good  time.  I’d  tell  them  to  come 
along  and  feel  the  atmosphere  for  themselves. 

It’s  one  of  the  few  sports  where  at  this  level  you 
can  get  close  to  the  top  people  which  is  great.” 

DBR:  Does  it  annoy  you  that  motocross  isn’t 
more  mainstream? 

GS:  “I  have  to  say  that  I like  it  as  it  is  because 
it’s  kind  of  niche,  that’s  why  you  can  still  get  up 
close  to  the  teams  and  the  atmosphere  is  as  it 
is.  If  it  became  a two-wheel  version  of  Formula 
One  it  just  becomes  way  out  of  reach  to 
everyone,  you  sit  way  back  in  the  stands  and  I 
think  that  would  be  a step  backwards  for  MX.” 

DBR:  As  a Brit  what  do  you  think  of  some  of 
our  top  prospects  leaving  for  the  US? 

GS:  “It’s  unfortunate  but  they’re  riding  for  a living 
and  they’ve  got  to  do  what’s  best  for  their  career 
and  if  the  best  opportunity  for  them  to  progress 
and  dominate  is  going  to  America  then  they’ve 
got  to  go.  I don’t  think  it’s  a decision  made  just 
by  the  rider  - clearly  they  have  employers, 
people  backing  them  financially  and  so  on.” 

DBR:  What  do  you  think  needs  to  happen  to 
keep  the  cream  of  the  crop  here? 

GS:  “I  think  that  it’s  a bit  of  a double-edged 
sword.  We’ve  just  been  saying  how  we  like  MX  in 
the  UK  with  it  not  being  too  commercialised  and 
you  can  get  close  up.  I think  the  only  way  to 
keep  the  riders  here  is  to  make  motocross  bigger 
in  the  UK  and  I think  for  that  to  happen  it  would 
have  to  change  considerably,  meaning  it  became 
more  distant  from  the  fan  and  I don’t  think  that’s 
a good  thing  to  do.” 


WHETHER  THEY’RE  BURNING  IN  THE  SUN,  SHIVERING  IN  THE  RAIN, 
CHOKING  ON  DUST  OR  COPPING  A MOUTHFUL  OF  MUD,  IT’S  THE 
DIEHARD  FANS  WHO  KEEP  PLANET  MOTOCROSS  TURNING... 


Words  and  photos  by  JP  O’Connell 
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YOU  WILL  NEVER  LEARN  ARTISTRY. 

- tf*  „ v r . 

YOU  WILL  NEVER  RE  GIVEN  ARTISTRY. 
NOR  WILL  YOU  FIND  IT.  BUY  IT  OR  STEAL  I l 


SO  Will  I E YOU  MAY  WITNESS  IT.  ADMIRE  IT.  DESIRE  IT. 
ARTISTRY  WILL  NEVER  BE  YOURS, 

- UNLESS  YOU  ARE  PREPARED  TO  EARN  IT. 

SUFFER  FOR  YOUR  ART.  NO  HALF  MEASURES. 
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NXS 


NO  HALF  MEASURES 

ENERGY  • STAMINA  • FOCUS  • DRIVE 


W \VW  RE  LE  NTLESS  EN  E RG > COM 


BILLY  N’ 

BROWNIE 

MONSTER  CAS  HONDA’S  BRITISH  #1s 
BILLY  MACKENZIE  AND  MIKE  BROWN  ON 
CLEANING  FILTERS,  IRRIGATING 
ROUNDABOUTS  AND  GETTING  NAKED! 

Words  and  photos  by  JP  O’Connell 

Do  you  get  a bit  bored  of  hearing  the 
same  old  podium  spiel?  Well  we’re 
sure  those  Dunlops/Michelins/Pirellis 
really  do  hook  up  but  we  want  to 
give  you  an  insight  into  the  riders’  real 
personalities.  So  armed  with  a handful  of 
random  questions  we  tracked  down  CAS 
Honda’s  British  #1s  Billy  Mac  and  Mike  Brown 
as  the  headliners  for  our  new  feature... 


DBR:  Who  would  play  you  in  a film  of 
your  life? 

BM:  “That  would  have  to  be  Begbie  out  of 
Trainspotting  or  James  Bond.” 

MB:  “Clint  Eastwood.” 

DBR:  When  did  you  last  clean  an  air  filter? 

BM:  “About  two  weeks  ago  I went  to  go  out  on 
my  practice  bike  and  my  brother  had  pinched  all 
my  filters  so  I had  to  clean  one  - although  my 
dad  did  oil  it,  so  it  was  a 50/50.” 

MB:  “It’s  been  a while.  I think  it  was  back  in 
America  some  time  last  December  as  I’d  run  out 
of  pre-oiled  ones.” 


DBR:  What’s  your  favourite  food? 

BM:  “Pastry!” 

MB:  “Probably  Italian.” 

DBR:  If  you  weren’t  a motocrosser  what 
would  you  be? 

BM:  *cen sored* 

MB:  “It’s  hard  to  know  what  you  could  have  done 
- maybe  an  architect?” 

DBR:  Which  is  your  favourite  MX  track? 

BM:  “The  Isle  of  Wight.” 

MB:  “That’s  a hard  one.  I’d  say  Budds  Creek 
when  it’s  not  muddy  or  Southwick.” 


DBR:  How  fast  can  you  row  500m? 

BM:  “One  minute  and  30.1  seconds.” 

MB:  “I  do  use  the  rower  but  I’ve  never  timed 
myself  over  the  500,  I will  set  a manual 
programme.” 

DBR:  How  long  would  you  have  to  be  seeing 
someone  before  you  cut  the  cheese  in  front 
of  her? 

BM:  “I  don’t  ever  do  it  - I really  hate  that,  I 
always  try  and  hide  it.  My  ex  used  to  do  it  all  the 
time... it  was  foul!” 

MB:  “It  just  depends  on  how  quick  I got  to  know 
them... my  wife  it  didn’t  take  very  long!” 


DBR:  Could  you  check  your  own  valve 
clearances? 

BM:  “Never,  no!  I think  if  I watched  someone  do 
it  once  I could  learn  but  I’ve  never  had  to...” 

MB:  “Yep,  no  problem.  I can  split  the  motor  so 
it’s  no  big  deal!” 

DBR:  Have  you  ever  eaten  anything 
you’ve  killed? 

BM:  “No  I haven’t.” 

MB:  “Nope.” 

DBR:  How  many  bones  have  you  broken? 

BM:  “Three  in  my  foot,  hand,  collarbone,  wrists 
nine  times  between  them  so  14  in  total!” 

MB:  “Just  my  collarbone.  I’ve  dislocated  my 
shoulder  and  my  wrist  as  well  as  damaging  my 
ACL  but  as  for  bones  that’s  it.” 

DBR:  How  many  and  where  are  your  tattoos? 

BM:  “No  tattoos.  If  I win  a world  championship 
then  I’ll  get  one  - I’m  not  sure  what  but  it’ll  be 
something  to  do  with  being  world  champ  and  it’ll 
be  f**king  huge!” 

MB:  “I’ve  got  seven  that  are  on  my  arms 
and  shoulders.” 

DBR:  It’s  the  last  lap,  you’re  in  second  and 
right  on  the  leader’s  rear  wheel  - do  you  take 
him  out  in  the  last  corner  for  the  win? 

BM:  “Definitely... or  before!” 

MB:  “It’s  happened,  yeah!” 

DBR:  What  car  do  you  drive? 

BM:  “At  the  moment  I have  a VW  Transporter  as 
well  as  a f**ked  up  blue  Mitsubishi  pick-up!” 

MB:  “I  have  a Chevy  van  and  a Chevy  truck.” 

DBR:  If  money  was  no  object  what  car  would 
you  drive? 

BM:  “A  ’67  Mustang  Shelby  like  the  one  in  Gone 
in  60  Seconds.” 

MB:  “Probably  a Bentley  Continental  GT.  A 
Lamborghini  or  Ferrari  would  be  nice  but  I’ve  got 
a family  so  I’ve  got  to  get  them  in  there.” 


DBR:  What’s  your  ideal  holiday? 

BM:  “On  a really  remote  island  with  clear  blue 
seas  and  white  sand.  I’d  have  to  build  my  own 
little  den  out  of  trees  and  stuff  to  sleep  in  and 
there’d  have  to  be  a shady  little  cafe  - not  too 
expensive.  Then  I’d  just  sit  on  the  beach  with  a 
nice  girl  and  get  quietly  drunk  in  the  sun.” 

BM:  “Shoot,  it’s  been  so  long.  Probably  take  the 
family  to  Hawaii.” 

DBR:  Have  you  ever  been  arrested? 

BM:  “Oh  god!  Yes!” 

BM:  “Nope,  never.” 

DBR:  What’s  the  most  embarrassing  thing 
you’ve  done  while  drunk? 

BM:  “Oh  man,  there’s  just  so  many...  I tend  to 
get  naked  a lot!” 

MB:  “I’ve  never  been  drunk  [laughs],  that’s 
straight  up  truth.  I’ll  sip  on  a glass  of  wine  with 
my  dinner  but  that’s  it.” 

DBR:  What’s  your  favourite  band? 

BM:  “Kings  of  Leon.” 

MB:  “Nickelback.” 

DBR:  What’s  your  best  pick  up  line? 

BM:  “I  use  the  straight  forward  approach.  I ask 
them  if  they  want  to  and  if  they  don’t  I move 
on... it’s  about  one  in  10.” 

MB:  “[Laughs]  I’m  quiet,  they  pick  me  up  more 
than  I’d  pick  them  up  - I don’t  know,  I never 
say  much.” 

DBR:  How  many  sit-ups  can  you  do? 

BM:  “I  could  go  all  day.  Press-ups  I couldn’t  do 
any  but  sit-ups  are  no  problem.” 

MB:  “I  can  just  keep  on  doing  them.” 

DBR:  Can  you  cook  and  if  so  what’s  your 
signature  dish? 

BM:  “I  can  get  by.  I can  cook  a good  pasta  and 
some  nice  roasted  vegetables,  stuff  like  that.” 
MB:  “Yeah  I like  cooking,  just  the  basics  though 
- things  like  steak,  chicken  and  salads.” 


DBR:  What’s  your  favourite  film? 

BM:  “Not  too  sure  about  a film  but  my  favourite 
TV  show  is  Dexter.” 

MB:  “Gladiator.” 

DBR:  Where’s  the  craziest  place  you’ve  had 
to  answer  nature’s  call  during  your  travels? 

BM:  “I  was  on  my  way  down  south  and  I was 
absolutely  bursting  but  hadn’t  been  able  to  stop 
and  I got  to  this  roundabout  which  was  jammed, 
traffic  lights  and  everything.  It  was  so  bad  that 
while  I was  in  the  queue  for  the  lights  I had  to 
bump  the  car  up  onto  the  kerb  and  take  a p**s 
on  the  roundabout!” 

MB:  “I  had  to  pull  over  on  the  side  of  the 
Interstate!” 

DBR:  Do  you  have  any  fears  or  phobias? 

BM:  “Spiders,  moths... I hate  effin’  moths.” 

MB:  “Losing  any  memories  of  your  family  is  a 
big  fear.” 

DBR:  What’s  the  most  embarrassing  article  of 
clothing  you  own? 

BM:  “I  recently  went  to  America  and  I bought  this 
pair  of  white  Timberland  boots  with  white 
patches  all  over  them.  They’re  so  pimp  I’m  just 
scared  to  wear  them.” 

MB:  “Probably  some  snakeskin  cowboy  boots  I 
bought  for  a date  with  my  wife  which  are  still  a 
big  joke.  I keep  them  for  memorabilia  and  I’ll  get 
them  out  once  in  a while  and  walk  around  the 
house  in  those  and  my  shorts!” 

DBR:  What’s  your  most  prized  possession? 

BM:  “I’ve  a chest  of  drawers  that’s  full  of  cards 
and  letters  right  back  from  when  I was  10,  you 
know  from  all  the  girls  and  friends  that  I’ve  met. 
So  those  and  my  practice  bike!” 

MB:  “It’s  my  family,  I don’t  get  to  see  them  that 
much  at  the  moment.” 

DBR:  Blonde  or  brunette? 

BM:  “Brunette.” 

MB:  “Brunette.” 
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“MX2  is  tough,  as  hard  as  it 
gets,  constant  jarring  and 
jolting  putting  load’s  of  strain 
and  stress  on  your  neck,  you’re 
right  at  the  limit  for  forty 
minutes  at  a stretch.  I give  it 
everything  - so  I expect  my 
equipment  to  give  me 
everything  too.  That’s  why  I go 
for  Airoh  Stelt,  Possibly  the 
lightest  MX  helmet  in  the 
world,  and  really  comfortable 
too. 

I forget  I’m  wearing  it  - 
I just  get  on  with  the  job.” 


Top  British  rider,  MX2  Championship 


FOR  THE  FULL  AIROH  RANGE  VISIT 
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HIGHS  AND  LOWS! 

ON  HOME  TURF  THE  ACTION’S  ALREADY 
AWESOME  BUT  THINGS  ARE  NOT  LOOKING 
SO  HOT  FOR  THE  BOYS  ON  THE  MAINLAND 
IN  THE  MAXXIS... 

Words  by  Stevie  Mills  Photo  by  Toby  Fuller 

Anew  level  of  anticipation  and  intensity  is 
now  evident  in  the  Irish  motocross 
paddock  this  season,  the  teams  and 
riders  have  worked  hard  during  the  winter 
months  so  let  the  games  begin! 

The  home  of  Irish  MX  - Desertmartin  - 
hosted  round  one  of  the  championship  under 
the  backdrop  of  a perfectly  (as  always)  prepared 
circuit,  sunshine  in  abundance  and  possibly  the 
best  domestic  race  for  many  a year! 

Another  new  generation  of  racers  are  ready 
to  take  the  challenge  to  the  ‘old  guard’.  Why,  it 
seems  only  yesterday  that  the  fresh  faces  of 
Merton,  Garrett  and  Sinton  first  appeared  on  the 
local  circuit,  playing  a supporting  role  to  the 
Lyons/McCullough  battles  that  were  to  become 
synonymous  with  Ulster  motocross  until  a few 
seasons  ago.  His  dominance  during  the  2006 
season  pretty  much  retired  McCullough  - having 
won  all  four  titles  he  found  himself  lacking 
motivation  as  his  arch  rival  Lyons  had  hung  up 
his  boots  to  embrace  business  commitments. 

Wayne  Garrett,  quadruple  champion  in  2007, 
will  have  his  work  cut  out  if  he  is  to  repeat  his 
success  in  both  classes  this  year.  In  retrospect, 
the  ’07  season  was  the  Wayne  and  Tommy 
show  with  Sinton,  Bird  and  McCamley  scrapping 
it  out  for  the  last  possible  podium  slot.  The  new 
‘elder  statesman’  is  in  no  mood  to  tolerate  these 
whipper-snappers  and  although  overshadowed 
in  the  MX2  class,  Wayne  has  stamped  his 
authority  all  over  the  MX1  Irish/Ulster  series  so 
far.  Wayne  never  looked  in  trouble  throughout 
his  double  victory  ride  around  Desertmartin  - to 
be  honest,  after  running  a few  ‘sprint’  laps  he 
settled  into  cruise  mode. 

Gary  Gibson  is  enjoying  racing  the  MX1  bike 
and  it  showed  with  4-2  results  good  enough  for 
second  overall.  RS  Freight  runner  Richard  Bird 
rode  well  for  third  on  the  day  and  recovered  from 
a slow  start.  Fourth  in  the  standings  is  Ross 
Brown  aboard  his  GOMX/Russell’s  450  Suzuki. 
Not  a sand  specialist,  Ross  is  eagerly  awaiting 
racing  on  the  hardpack  tracks.  Rounding  out 
the  top  five  is  Garrett’s  team-mate  Dave 
McCamley  who  capitalised  on  a good  gate 
second  time  out  to  finish  a fine  third  on  his 
Moto-One  By  TAS  Suzuki. 

Posting  1-  4 finishes,  Gary  Gibson  heads  the 
MX2  table  coming  out  of  Desertmartin  with 
Robert  Hamilton  taking  time  out  from  mainland 
UK  commitments  to  find  form  currently  in  the 
runner-up  spot.  Ex-youth  champ  Philip  Loughlin 
fills  the  third  place  slot  and  looked  both  fast  and 
fit  aboard  his  Kawasaki.  Was  this  a flash  in  the 
pan  result  or  the  start  of  a title  challenge? 

The  second  MX2  race  was  simply  the  best 
race  we  have  seen  in  a long  time  after  a poor 
showing  from  Graeme  Irwin  and  a DNF  from 
Tommy  Merton  had  discounted  them  from  the 
opener.  Neither  Gibson,  Loughlin  or  Stuart 
Edmonds  - top  three  first  time  out  - had  an 
answer  to  Irwin  or  Merton,  such  was  the  pace  at 
the  front.  Lap  after  lap  they  raced,  swapping 
positions  throughout  with  no  quarter  asked  or 
given  - it  was  a street  fight  with  rules!  Tommy 
gave  the  youngster  room  to  race  while  Graeme 
was  both  cautious  and  courteous  to  the 
vastly-experienced  Merton. 

Tommy  may  have  crossed  the  line  first  but  it 


was  the  sport  of  motocross  that  was  the  winner 
- the  crowds  in  attendance  were  entertained 
and  left  baying  for  more  of  the  same.  Roll  on 
round  two! 

On  the  British  championship  front  things 
could  be  better  - a lot  better!  Our  single  points 
scorer  in  MX1,  Richard  McKeown,  suffered  a 
horrible  injury  during  his  first  ride  at  a Scottish 
championship  round  for  his  new  Moto-One  team. 
After  following  Bryan  MacKenzie  home  in  the 
first  race  it  all  went  belly-up. 

“My  bike  quit  in  the  first  corner  in  the  second 
moto,  someone  hit  me  hard  from  behind  which 
threw  me  over  the  handlebars  and  when  I was 
on  the  ground  I think  my  arm  was  hit  by  the 
footrest  of  a passing  bike  resulting  in  a broken 
wrist.”  This  has  put  Richard’s  season  back  by  at 
least  two  months  - get  well  soon. 

U-TAG  Yamaha’s  Martin  Barr  is  two  points  off 
second  place  in  the  British  championship.  A 
contender?  You  bet!  But  the  Spanish  GP  dealt 
Martin  a poor  hand  when  a crash  resulted  in  a 


busted  collarbone  which  has  thrown  a spanner 
into  the  works.  It’s  all  part  of  the  game  I know  - 
let’s  hope  Martin  can  get  back  into  the  saddle 
real  soon. 

Other  Irish  interest  in  Brit  MX2  sees  Stuart 
Edmonds  in  30th  with  two  points-scoring  rides 
last  time  out  giving  credibility  to  the  progress  of 
the  new  TM  250F.  Watch  this  space  as  the 
season  progresses.  Robert  Hamilton,  33rd  in  the 
standings,  is  not  where  he  needs  to  be  on  the 
Team  Pioneer/Emberson  Yamaha  although  he  is 
showing  signs  of  returning  form  and  could  serve 
up  a surprise  or  two  in  the  near  future.  We  all 
know  he  has  the  talent  and  speed,  he  just  needs 
to  get  his  head  back  into  the  zone. 

In  the  British  MXY2  series  Edward  Allingham 
is  flying  the  flag  for  PAR  Homes  Honda  with 
third  in  the  points  table.  Steven  Smyth  is 
1 8th  at  present  - we  have  witnessed 
Steve’s  speed  recently  at  local  races; 
this  youngster  is  a winner 
when  he  slows  down! 
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WELSH  RABBIT! 

WITH  TWO  MONTHS  TO  GO  BEFORE  THE  WORLD’S  BEST  ENDURO  RIDERS 
ARRIVE  IN  THE  UK  FOR  ROUND  FIVE  OF  THE  ’08  WEC  SERIES,  HERE  ARE  A 
FEW  GOOD  REASONS  TO  BE  HEADING  FOR  MID  WALES  IN  MID  JULY... 

Words  and  photo  by  Jonty  Edmunds 


The  ’08  World  Enduro  Championship  is 
turning  into  one  of  the  most  exciting  and 
hotly-contested  WEC  series  since  the  turn 
of  the  century.  Fact. 

With  three  rounds  now  complete  the  Swedish 
snow,  Portuguese  mud  and  Spanish  dust 
ensured  some  of  the  closest  racing  action  the 
WEC  has  seen  in  a long,  long  time.  And  the 
good  news  for  British  enduro  fans  is  that  by  the 
time  the  WEC  arrives  in  the  UK  on  July  19/20 
that  action  will  be  even  closer  which  means  it’ll 
also  be  well,  well  worth  watching. 

At  the  start  of  ’08  it  looked  as  if  the  closest 
championship  battle  would  be  the  Enduro  2 fight 
between  Finn  Juha  Salminen  and  Frenchman 
Johnny  Aubert.  No-one  really  knew  what  would 
happen  in  Enduro  3 and  as  far  as  the  Enduro  1 
class  was  concerned,  well,  many  predicted  that 
Mike  Ahola  would  win  in  Sweden  before  Ivan 
Cervantes  rose  to  the  top  in  Portugal  and  Spain. 
Some  predictions  were  correct,  others  not... 

What  the  three  opening  rounds  of  this  year’s 
WEC  series  have  delivered  has  been  some  of 
the  best  enduro  racing  seen  in  a long  time. 
Experienced  championship  campaigners  and 
WEC  newcomers  alike  have  shown  each  other 
no  mercy  as  they  try  to  establish  themselves  as 
the  very  best  in  ’08.  If  the  remaining  rounds  of 
the  ’08  WEC  series  are  half  as  good  as  the  first 
three  then  the  championship  will  long  be 
remembered  for  all  the  right  reasons. 

So  what  will  make  the  rest  of  the  series  - and 
the  British  round  of  the  WEC  - so  good?  The 
battle  for  the  E2  world  championship  title 
between  Salminen  and  Aubert  that’s  what. 


Oh  and  the  scrap  between  Ahola,  Cervantes  and 
Simone  Albergoni  for  the  El  crown. 

The  Aubert  vs  Salminen  battle  was 
developing  into  a great  one  before  Juha  DNFed 
day  one  of  the  GP  of  Spain.  Now  it’ll  be  even 
better.  Juha  knows  he  has  to  win,  win,  win  if 
he  is  to  keep  his  hopes  of  an  eighth  world  title 
alive  which  will  bring  out  the  very  best  in  the 
KTM-mounted  Finn. 

The  only  overseas  rider  who’ll  really  know 
what  to  expect  from  the  Hafren  Dirt  Bike 
Club-organised  event  having  won  the  club’s  BEC 
round  last  year,  Juha  will  also  know  that  at  the 
end  of  the  event  if  he’s  more  than  a handful  of 
points  behind  Aubert  in  the  E2  title  chase  his 
chances  of  the  title  will  be  all  but  over.  Juha  will 
fight  harder  to  win  the  GP  of  Wales  than  any 
rider.  His  performances  are  not  to  be  missed. 

Aubert  on  the  other  hand  knows  that  he  must 
make  the  most  of  the  points  advantage  he  now 
has.  Pushing  Juha  harder  on  occasions  this 
season  than  any  other  rider  has  during 
Salminen’s  long  and  illustrious  career,  Johnny  is 
hungry  for  his  first  world  title.  He  too  will  want  to 
win  in  Wales  before  heading  to  his  home  GP  the 
following  weekend. 

But  if  watching  Salminen  and  Aubert  duel  it 
out  over  two  days  isn’t  enough  of  a reason  to 
travel  to  Llanidloes  then  consider  this  - David 
Knight  will  also  be  competing  in  the  Enduro  2 
class.  Planning  on  making  a one-off  WEC  outing 
during  his  US  GNCC  summer  break,  Knight  is 
under  no  pressure  whatsoever  to  do  anything 
other  than  enjoy  himself.  Undoubtedly  a little 
enduro  rusty  having  not  raced  in  the  world 


championship  for  one-and-a-half  years,  Knight 
will  nevertheless  be  out  to  show  that  his  speed 
and  enthusiasm  for  enduro  is  everything  it  was 
before  he  started  applying  his  trade  in  the 
States.  One  thing’s  for  certain  - David  won’t 
simply  be  competing  to  make  up  the  numbers. 

Then  there’s  the  battle  to  be  king  of  the  El 
class.  With  the  fight  between  Ahola  and 
Cervantes  at  the  recent  GP  of  Spain  one  of  the 
closest  ever  seen  in  the  WEC  the  nearness  of 
competition  in  the  El  class  - something  that’s 
been  missing  from  the  WEC’s  smallest  capacity 
class  for  some  time  - is  ensuring  that  the 
drama  that  fills  this  year’s  series  isn’t  restricted 
to  just  E2. 

With  Ahola  proving  that  he  can  ride  a 250cc 
four-stroke  as  well  as  he  rode  a 450  last  season, 
with  Albergoni  now  believing  in  his  ability  to  win 
races  and  with  Cervantes  as  fast  as  ever,  the  El 
class  is  turning  into  a true  battle  royal.  Think 
you’ve  seen  100  per  cent  commitment?  Not  until 
you’ve  seen  Mika  and  Ivan  pushing  each  other  to 
the  absolute  limit  you  haven’t. 

The  fact  that  this  year  will  see  the  first  ever 
GP  of  Wales  is  surely  reason  enough  not  to  miss 
the  event  that  will  stand  head  and  shoulders 
above  all  other  British  enduro  events  this  year 
and  most  likely  for  many  years  to  come.  When 
you  throw  into  the  mix  the  titanic  battle  between 
Salminen  and  Aubert  for  the  E2  world  title,  add  a 
handful  of  homegrown  stars  - including  Knighter 
- all  wanting  to  achieve  the  very  best  they  can 
on  home  soil,  well,  if  you’re  an  enduro  fan  you’d 
be  a fool  to  be  anywhere  else  but  mid  Wales  on 
the  third  weekend  of  July... 
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ISO  9002 

QUALITY  CERTIFIED 


Vee  Rubber  introduce  their 
3rd  Generation  MX-Pro  tyres 
proving  once  again  that 
high  performance  doesn't 
have  to  mean  high  prices 


250-10  VRM140F 
250-10  VRM1 74 
275-10  VRM271 
250-12  VRM270 
300-12  VRM174 
80/100-12  VRM140R 
410x14  VRM109R 
60/100-14  VRM272 
80/100-14  VRM140R 
90/100x16  VR Ml  40 R 
70/100-17  VRM140F 
450x17  VRM109R 
400x18  VRM109R 
450x18  VRM109R 
100/100-18  VR  Ml  40R 
100/100-18  VRM229 
110/100-18  VRM140R 
110/100-18  VRM229 
120/100-18  VRM140R 
70/100x19  VRM140F 
100/90-19  VRM140R 
100/90-19  VRM229 
110/90-19  VRM140R 
110/90-19  VRM229 
120/90-19  VRM140R 
90/100-20  VRM240 
300x21  VRM109F 
80/100x21  VRM140F 
80/100x21  VRM229 


90/90x21  VRM211  54R  ! 

120/90x18  VRM211  65R  3 

140/80x18  VRM211  70R  3 

COMPETITION  TRIALS  TYRES 

350x17  VRM308  54L  3 

400x18  VRM308  64L  3 

250x19  VRM308  41 L 3 

275x21  VRM308  45L  3 

PRICES  EXCLUDE  VAT 


• 6-Ply  tyres  at  4-Ply  prices 


• Complete  sizes  for  pee-wee 
through  to  600  MX  bikes 


• Tested  and  approved  by 
professional  racers! 


Distributed  in  the  UK  & Ireland 
by  Bike  Alert  pic,  London 


LEATT  LOLLY  III 

First  things  first!  I’m  sure  everyone’s  just  as 
excited  as  me  that  the  des  Nations  are  coming 
to  Britain!  Wahey!  But  the  main  reason  I’m 
writing  to  you  is  to  raise  a very  important  issue. 
We’re  seeing  more  and  more  Leatt  Braces  on 
top  riders  which  is  a great  sign  that  they  are 
taking  safety  seriously. 

But  the  Leatt  isn’t  a cheap  peace  of  kit!  I 
almost  fainted  when  I saw  the  price  of  one.  So  I 
had  to  settle  for  a bog-standard  neck  roll  which 
to  be  honest  isn’t  nice  to  ride  with  but  as  a 
young  rider  I can’t  afford  anything  fancy.  And 
now  with  Fro’s  brace  off  the  market  the  Leatt  is 
the  only  one  of  its  kind.  I hate  to  be  a bit  of  an 
old  grump  about  the  pricing  but  300  quid  is  a bit 
hefty  isn’t  it? 

Oh  yeah,  I saw  Mr  Walker  at  the  WOR  Tough 
One!  He’s  much  taller  than  I expected  - my 
friend  was  itching  to  ask  him  if  he  would  like  a 
Rich  Tea  just  to  see  what  he’d  say  (but  he 
didn’t  want  to  disturb  him  before  the  race). 

Me  and  my  friend  love  Geoff’s  tech  bits  and 
bobs  in  the  mag. 

Rhys,  Caernarfon 
PS  Love  the  new  look!  Very  Nice! 

The  people  behind  the  Leatt  Brace  would  say 
that  the  price  reflects  the  cost  of  development 
and  marketing  etc  although  we  reckon  it’s  safe 
to  say  there  will  be  a nice  little  profit  built  into 
the  RRR  And  it  is  pretty  expensive  but  there  are 
obviously  plenty  of  people  willing  to  pay  the 
going  rate  for  one  or  it  wouldn’t  be  so 
successful.  The  good  news  is  there’s  also  a 
budget  Leatt  in  the  pipeline  and  Alpinestars  are 
about  to  come  out  with  their  own  brace  as  well. 

Admittedly,  the  Alpinestar  brace  is  also 
expensive  but  the  more  there  are  on  the  market, 
the  cheaper  they’ll  become. 

Cheers  for  the  comments  about  the  mag  and 
next  time  you  see  Walker  you  must  offer  him  a 
biscuit  - just  be  prepared  to  see  enough 
Rich  Teas  to  cover  the  cost  of  a Leatt  Brace 
disappear  down  his  neck! 

KOKAY! 

Do  I really  have  to  watch  another  MXGP  being 
ruined  by  Kenny  Kay’s  (champion  of  nothing, 
especially  commentating)  absolutely  awful,  most 
annoying  commentating? 

I suppose  I could  turn  the  sound  off  but  it’s 
not  the  same  - you  need  to  hear  the  roar  of  the 
engines.  Unfortunately,  it’s  being  drowned  out 
by  dribble  - is  it  just  me  that  suffers  with  this 
problem  and  is  there  a cure  or  antidote?  I think  I 
have  suffered  enough! 

John,  via  email 

There’s  certainly  no  dead  air  when  Kenny’s 
about!  Not  ’alf... 


FREESTYLE  PHIL 

While  midway  through  buying  my  Friday 
night  collection  of  penny  chews  in  ASDA  I 
picked  up  your  mag  - I always  do  to  have  a 
look  if  you  guys  have  any  FMX  inside  (apart 
from  in  a shoe  ad)  - and  I was  well  stoked  to 
see  some  boys  have  made  a ramp  and  are 
hitting  it!  You  see,  FMX  is  in  the  UK! 

Even  though  we  never  see  it  in  the  country’s 
mags,  the  FMX  community  is  growing  every  day 
with  kids  building  ramps  all  over  the  place  but 
the  UK  seems  to  be  so  single-minded  - race, 
race,  race,  blah,  blah,  blah.  The  amount  of 
young  ’uns  who  stopped  by  for  a chat  at  the 
Dirt  Bike  Show  when  they  saw  my  bike  on  the 
Osiris  stand  was  unbelievable  and  we  get  loads 
of  visitors  to  my  team’s  myspace  profile  asking 
how  to  get  into  the  underground  ‘sport’  of  FMX. 
It  makes  me  feel  good  that  slowly  the  revolution 
has  begun  and  we  have  a future  generation  of 
crazy  cats  wanting  to  be  part  of  it! 

I know  that  you  as  a magazine  feel  obliged 
to  look  after  the  majority  of  readers  (racers)  but 
the  British  freestyle  motocross  scene  is  now  big 
enough  to  deserve  a page  or  two  in  your 
magazine  from  time  to  time,  even  if  it  will  make 
middle-aged  chief  marshals  choke  in  disgust  on 
their  cheese  sandwiches  and  drop  their 
Thermos  flasks  in  the  mud  on  a Sunday! 

And  who  knows,  maybe  your  sales  will  rise  in 
the  future  as  us  guys  won’t  have  to  search 
down  the  latest  US  mag  to  have  a read  up 
on  our  ‘sport’? 

Anyone  wanting  info  and  help  starting 
up  should  get  on  the  web  and  find  us  at 
myspace.com/eastcoastfreestyle. . . 

Phil,  Ipswich 

PS  You  guys  are  right,  John  Pearson  is  an 
absolute  legend! 

You  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  there  Phil,  we  do 
major  on  racing  because  that’s  what  floats 
the  majority  of  our  readers’  boats.  But  we  do 
run  FMX  stories  and  have  supported  the 
British  jump  monkeys  since  Gary  Taylor,  Chris 
Brock  and  Jamie  Squibb  first  started  making 
headlines  in  Y2K. . . 

TECH  TOUCH 

Hey,  I’m  Gwion  from  Wales  and  I ride  a YZ 
two-smoker  and  I compete  in  hare  n’  hounds 
with  WOR  Events.  I think  they  are  a great 
club!  Do  you  know  where  I can  get  hold  of 
some  replaceable  sole  inserts  for  my 
Alpinestars  Tech  7s  because  they  get  eaten 
up  by  my  pegs? 

Gwion,  Wales 

Hello  Gwion  from  Wales!  The  Tech  7 inserts 
are  available  from  Racespec 
(www.racespec.co.uk)  for  about  £15. 


WHAT  WHEELS? 

I have  my  bike  test  and  have  ridden  road 
bikes  for  many  years  and  now  I’d  like  to  try 
off-roading!  I am,  however,  very  confused  about 
which  is  the  best  model  to  go  for.  I would  like  to 
do  enduro  and  hare  and  hound  events  and 
possibly  a bit  of  green  laning  but  also  want  a 
bike  on  which  I could  very  occasionally  travel  to 
work  (around  eight  miles). 

I am  looking  to  spend  a grand  on  a bike  - 
£1500  tops.  The  articles  I’ve  read  have  given 
me  a clear  idea  of  bikes  suitable  for  serious 
motocross  and  for  road  use  with  a bit  of  green 
laning  but  I feel  I’m  after  something  in  between 
and  am  very  confused  as  to  which  is  the 
best  option. 

Keith,  via  email 

There  are  loads  of  bikes  that  are  competitive 
off-road  that  will  happily  soak  up  a bit  of 
commuting  action  but  your  budget  will  play  a big 
factor  in  what  you  get.  Pick  up  a copy  of 
Trials  and  Motocross  News,  check  out  the 
enduro  section  in  the  classifieds  and  see  if  you 
can  find  a road  registered  bike  that  fits  the  bill. 
Happy  hunting. . . 

YAMAHAGGIS! 

Hey  fit  like  guys  (that’s  Scottish  slang  for  how’s 
it  going!)?  I thought  I would  write  this  letter  in 
some  Scottish  jibberish  just  to  make  you  guys 
laugh  and  stare  at  the  screen  wondering  what 
the  hell  this  Scot  is  going  on  about!  Ha  ha  so 
enjoy!  Maybe  get  a couple  laughs  out  of  some 
bewildered  readers! 

Richti’o,  well  all  just  start  aff  by  saying  great 
magazine  guys  bin  reading  her  for  a whiley  and 
ah  still  love  it!  Ony  woo!  Ah  wiz  humming’n’ 
haying  aboot  changing  my  bike  ti  a four-popper 
ken!  Av  a two-stroker  inoo!  A YZ125  n mighty 
aye  she’s  a fast  hing!  She  just  aboot  wheeched 
me  aff  I bach  een  day!  Ha  ha!  So  aye!  Wiz  just 
wondering  far  I cid  get  a hud’o  a Yamaha 
dealership  in  Scotland  that  cid  sell  me  a 
Yamaha  YZF250  for  a gid  price!  ken!  Hope  ye 
can  ge  us  a han! 

Andy,  via  email 

We’ve  run  your  letter  by  Billy  Mac  to  translate 
and  he  reckons  you’re  looking  for  a Scottish 
Yamaha  dealer  - right?  Well  according  to  the 
Yamaha  website  your  nearest  official  dealer  is 
Ride  On  Motorcycles  in  Glasgow  - give  them  a 
bell  on  0141  424  0404. 

CHEERS! 

This  is  on  behalf  of  my  27-year-old  profoundly 
deaf  brother-in-law  Adam.  Would  it  be  possible 
to  print  just  a small  thanks  in  the  next  copy  to 
say  how  much  joy  this  mag  gives  him? 

Helen,  Cardiff 


GOT  SOMETHING  TO  SAY? 


WELL  HERE’S  WHERE  YOU  SHOULD 
BE  SAYING  IT.. 

Write  to  Rant  at  the  usual  address  or  email  us  at  rant@dirtbikerider.co.uk 
All  letters/emails  must  be  accompanied  by  a full  address. 

Oh  and  please  don’t  send  emails  all  in  capitals.  Cheers! 


LETTERS  WIN  PRIZES 

Write  to  Rant,  get  your  letter  published  and  you’ll  win  a 
one-litre  trigger  bottle  of  marvellous  bike  cleaning  fluid 
Muc-Off.  And  if  we  rate  your  letter  highly  enough  you’ll 
also  receive  our  monthly  star  prize  - this  month  a pair  of 
Etnies  Calli-vulc  shoes. 
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NO-TOIL 

SUPER-FLO  FILTER  KIT 


While  they  may  stop  your  beloved  steed’s  filter  from 
going  up  in  flames  (hurrah),  backfire  screens  stifle  air 
flow  and  rein-in  horsepower  (boo,  hiss).  One  way 
round  this  is  to  cut  out  the  screen  - all  well  and  good 
until  a hot  spark  literally  lights  a fire  under  your  arse  - 
but  another,  more  sensible  solution,  is  to  fit  a No-Toil 
Super-Flo  Filter  Kit. 

A complete  replacement  for  your  stock  filter  and 
cage,  the  Super-Flo  Kit  features  a flame-resistant  filter 
and  the  lack  of  backfire  screen  means  loads  more 
ponies  to  play  with  and  no  mid-moto  inferno 
threatening  to  singe  your  hairy  boys!  Double  bonus! 
The  kits  fit  almost  all  makes  of  modern  motorsickle 
and  the  filters  carry  No-Toil’s  famous  one-year 
warranty.  Double,  double  bonus! 

Price:  Filter  Kit:  £49.99  replacement  filters:  £16.99 
Supplier:  Madison 

Contact:  0800  1300  598/ultimatepursuits.co.uk 


RENTHAL 

INTELLILEVER 

First  came  shatterproof  rulers  (not  half  as  fun  as  the 
old-school  versions  that  would  rain  razor-sharp  plastic 
shrapnel  around  the  science  lab)  and  now  Renthal  have  upped 
the  ante  with  what  they  claim  to  be  the  world’s  first  ‘truly 
unbreakable  lever’.  CNC-machined  from  6061  billet  ally,  in  a 
crash  the  lever  can  pivot  90  degrees  forwards,  upwards  or 
downwards  meaning  you  can  finish  your  race  without 
desperately  clawing  at  a little  stub  on  the  bars.  Available  with 
or  without  an  integrated  hotstart  lever,  the  perch  also  has  an 
on-the-fly  adjuster. 

Price:  £99.95  (£119.95  with  hotstart) 

Supplier:  B&C  Express/Cl  Sport 
Contact:  bandcexpress.co.uk/cisport.co.uk 

ru 
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CHARGE  CLOTHING 

TIP-TOP  Ts 

Established  in  2004  by  lifelong  MX  fan  Andrew 
Bliss  and  business  partner  Paul  Taylor,  Charge 
clothing  has  been  supporting  motocross  riders 
since  the  get-go  with  the  likes  of  Elliott  Banks- 
Browne,  Jake  Nicholls,  Aston  Bird  and  Jason 
Dougan  all  slipping  into  the  company’s  tip-top  Ts 
at  one  time  or  another.  Official  casualwear 
sponsors  of  the  Bolddog  freestyle  team,  Charge 
have  a huge  selection  of  super-sweet  t-shirts  to 
| choose  from  with  a range  of  polos,  sweaters, 
hoodies,  hats  and  boxers  coming  soon. 

Supplier:  Charge  clothing 
Contact:  chargeclothing.com 


RENTHAL 

RC-1  WORKS  BRAKE  PADS 

If  you  need  to  stop  in  a hurry  without  resorting 
to  an  uncontrolled  collision  with  the  nearest 
tree/jump  face/burger  van  then  you  should  check 
out  Renthal’s  RC-1  Works  Brake  Pads.  Designed 
specifically  for  MX  and  other  forms  of  off-road 
racing,  they  perform  excellently  come  rain  or 
shine  and  according  to  Renthal  their  quick  bed-in 
time  and  progressive  feel  offer  the  user 
unparalleled  brake  feedback. 

Price:  £19.30 

Supplier:  B&C  Express/Cl  Sport 
Contact:  bandcexpress.co.uk/cisport.co.uk 
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ALPINESTARS 

BIONIC  NECK  SUPPORT 

Back  in  ye  olde  days  of  scrambling  - when  bikes  weighed  about  the  same  as  a 
small  boat  and  safety  equipment  consisted  of  little  more  than  a flat-cap,  bushy 
sideburns  and  a roll-up  - the  closest  thing  to  neck  protection  was  an  army-issue 
scarf.  These  days  we’re  thankfully  a little  more  clued  up  and  neck  braces 
(along  with  things  like  helmets  and  boots)  are  a common  sight  on  tracks  around 
the  world. 

Alpinestars  are  the  latest  company  to  bring  out  a brace  with  their  Bionic 
Neck  Support  conjuring  up  images  of  - depending  on  your  generation  - 
Lee  Majors  in  a red  tracksuit  running  really  fast  or  the  much  more  pleasing 
sight  of  Michelle  Ryan  in  something  tight  and  leather,  er,  running  really  fast. 
Anyway,  we  digress... 

Available  from  mid-August,  the  BNS  works  by  providing  an  alternative  load 
path  at  the  moment  of  impact  and  also  helps  reduce  extreme  head  movement. 

In  the  event  of  a heavy  crash  the  support  has  a number  of  built-in  bending  and 
fracture  points  to  stop  extreme  loads  being  transmitted  down  your  back.  It’s  also 
easy  to  slip  on  and  off  thanks  to  a clever  front  opening  design  and  comes  in  S, 
M and  L in  either  black  or  red. 
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Price:  £439.95 
Supplier:  alpinestars.com 
Contact:  racespec.co.uk 


FOX  RACING 

AIRLINE  KIT 


If  you  need  to  stay  cool  in  the  heat  of  battle  this  summer  (assuming 
we  get  one)  then  look  no  further  than  Fox  Racing’s  awesome  Airline 
Kit.  Mesh  panels  in  the  jersey  and  vents  in  the  pants  ensure  a 
constant  flow  of  air  so  even  if  the  on-track  action’s  hotter  that  Sarah 
Harding’s  heinie  you  can  stay  cooler  than  Steve  McQueen  eating  an 
ice  cream  at  the  North  Pole.  Available  in  blue,  red  or  black. 


Price:  pant  £120,  jersey  £30,  glove  £20,  F3  boot  £180, 
V2  helmet  £120,  Main  Pro  goggles  £49 
Supplier:  foxeurope.com 
Contact:  0191  487  6100 
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WITH  TOP  10  GP  POINTS  AND  MAXXIS  WINS,  SHAUN  SIMPSON’S  GOT 
OFF  TO  ANOTHER  FLIER  THIS  SEASON  - ALL  HE  HAS  TO  DO  NOW  IS 
KErEP  IT  UP  AND  EARN  A FULL  FACTORY  DEAL  FOR  ’09... 

Vybrds  and  photos  by  ALEX  HODGKINSON 
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nyone  who  thought  Shaun 
Simpson’s  lightning  start  to  2007 

Mf  was  a flash  in  the  pan  has  been 

put  firmly  in  their  place  this  year 
as  the  20-year-old  Scot  has 
U W proved  himself  one  of  the  fastest 
men  in  the  Maxxis  MX2  series  and  raced  the 
factory  boys  head-on  at  world  level.  It’s  an  even 
more  impressive  start  than  last  year  - but  can 
the  boy  keep  it  up? 

“Yeah,  I hope  so.  Last  year  I started  off  good 
but  it  tailed  off  mid-season.  This  year  the  bike’s 
good  and  I’m  in  as  good  condition  as  I possibly 
can  be  so  I see  no  reason  why  we  can’t  keep  it 
up  this  year  and  make  some  good  results  - 
that’s  definite!” 

Shaun’s  another  year  older  and  wiser  and  for 
’08  he’s  on  a KTM  after  2007’s  hit-and-miss 
season  aboard  a hit-and-miss  Kawasaki. 

“We  came  to  Valkenswaard  last  year  and  the 
bike  was  good.  But  we  had  a few  small  wee 
problems  that  weekend  and  after  that  the  bike 
wasn’t  so  good.  The  engine  we  got  through 
Gepa  was  good  for  a race  but  then  the  valves 
didn’t  sit  properly.  It  wasn’t  just  a matter  of  cost, 
we  simply  didn’t  know  anybody  who  could  do 
the  valve  seats  for  us  because  you  had  to  take 
the  old  ones  out  and  replace  them.  They  were 
bad  material. 

“After  that  we  were  on  a standard  bike  and 
later  in  the  season  it  was  bogging  and  we  were 
having  problems  with  the  heat.  By  then  we  had 
found  a tuner  in  Holland  but  we  are  convinced  it 
was  not  due  to  his  work.  Certainly  we  have  had 
no  problems  with  the  KTM  motor  he  has  tuned 


for  us  this  year.  I think  some  freak  things 
happened  last  year,  we  got  some  bad  fuel  in  Italy 
and  things  like  that.” 

And  it  was  the  bogging  which  was  the 
root  cause  of  the  ultimate  slump  to  24th  in  the 
world  rankings. 

“Confidence  in  the  bike  was  a major  part  last 
year.  You  can’t  go  out  to  race,  start  with  it  fine 
but  know  that  it  might  start  bogging  halfway 
through  the  race  with  the  heat  or  something. 

We  couldn’t  put  our  finger  on  it.  We  went  all 
the  way  to  Bulgaria,  we  tried  the  spare  bike, 
everything.  But  you  can’t  leap  off  the  hillsides 
at  Bellpuig,  Sevlievo  or  Faenza  wondering  if 
the  bike  is  going  to  bog. 

“Faenza  was  when  it  really  went  downhill.  I 
got  a good  start  - my  best  of  the  year  - and  was 
running  around  eighth  place,  went  off  a jump 
and  it  just  bogged.  I had  no  way  to  save  it.  I got 
up  straight  away  but  I knew  something  was 
wrong  with  my  right  wrist.  I’d  had  a few  niggling 
injuries  - everyone  gets  those  and  you  ride 
through  them  - but  you  can’t  twist  the  throttle 
with  a broken  wrist. 

“That  really  set  us  back.  I was  back  on  the 
bike  for  the  Irish  and  British  GPs  but  you  can’t 
just  come  back  at  this  level  from  a month  off. 

And  Lierop  is  the  not  the  place  to  go  into  when 
you’re  not  fit.  My  confidence  was  already  low 
with  the  bike  and  the  injury  was  the  final  straw. 

It  was  a great  pity  because  the  way  I started  off 
the  year  was  good  enough  to  get  me  top  10  and 
I felt  that  was  a realistic  aim.” 

And  in  ’08  on  a KTM  it  is  rapidly  becoming 
more  than  just  an  aim! 


But  for  a damaged  fuel  hose  in  the  Donington 
opener  Shaun  would  be  leading  the  Maxxis  and 
even  a fall  could  not  prevent  him  making  top  six 
in  the  opening  GP  And  despite  the  interest  his 
results  have  stirred  up  at  Mattighofen,  they’ve  all 
come  on  a tuned  SXS  against  the  mega-bucks 
factory  kit. 

“KTM  UK  have  given  us  the  bikes  and  a 
spares  allowance.  We  started  off  with  SXS, 
then  we  have  worked  on  it  ourselves  with  our 
tuner,  Volleberg  Motorsport  in  Holland.  Our  new 
workshop  is  only  two  doors  down  from  him,  he 
has  all  the  machines  to  do  the  job  properly  and 
we  have  had  no  problems  whatsoever  this  year  - 
the  bikes  are  A1 . 

“The  way  KTM  work  you  can  get  factory  stuff 
if  you’re  doing  good  enough  and  we  now  have  a 
good  WP  shock  organised  by  Pit  Beirer.  It’s  not 
full  factory  but  it’s  the  next  level  up  from  SXS. 
The  help  is  there  from  KTM.  If  you’re  going  good 
they’ll  give  you  the  parts  and  we’re  on  the  junior 
programme  now  with  all  the  bonuses.  We  don’t 
have  full  factory  but  the  standard  KTM  is  already 
an  excellent  bike  and  what  we  have  is  good 
enough  to  get  results. 

“I  think  it  shows  that  KTM  genuinely  want  to 
help  the  young  riders  come  though  and  they’re 
going  to  help  the  guys  who  are  doing  the  job  and 
who  they  think  can  do  the  job.  And  I appreciate 
what  they  are  doing  for  us.  They  make  you  feel 
part  of  the  family  and  it’s  a boost  to  know  the 
factory  is  behind  you.  The  last  few  years  we’ve 
been  doing  it  off  our  own  back,  buying  bikes, 
buying  spares  - at  good  prices  but  buying  them. 
And  we  are  on  bonuses  so  there  are  always 
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IRISHCONNECTION 

A DIAMOND  MAGEEZER  FROM 
THE  EMERALD  ISLE 

“This  is  our  fourth  year  with  Roger  [Magee].  He’s  helped  us  out  from  the 
start  in  ’05,  he’s  spot-on.  We  were  in  a mess  when  Tim  Chambers  had  to 
close  his  team  at  the  last  minute  and  Roger  helped  us  out  big  time,  I have 
to  take  my  hat  off  to  him.  He’s  stood  by  us  but  I think  we’ve  done  a good 
job  for  him  too. 

“I  don’t  know  exactly  what  Roger  gets  out  of  it  - I think  he’s  quite 
tied  down  with  his  street  lighting  business  at  home  during  the  week  and 
just  enjoys  getting  away  at  the  weekend.  But  when  he  gets  here  he’s 
flat-out  too  but  he’s  always  loved  motocross.  That’s  just  how  motocross 
people  are. 

“We  haven’t  had  an  unlimited  budget  like  a factory  but  we  have  built 
gradually.  The  first  year  we  basically  just  had  the  truck  and  the  bikes 
though  RWJ  helped  us  out  with  parts,  ’06  we  became  more  self-contained 
but  Roger  was  still  buying  everything  at  cost  and  last  year  was  pretty 
much  the  same  except  that  we  had  a base  to  work  from.  This  year  KTM 
UK  and  Red  Bull  have  come  in  to  join  Discover  Ireland  and  have  the 
budget  to  do  things  properly.  We  can  rebuild  engines  when  we  want,  not 
leaving  anything  to  chance.  ” 

Roger  has  been  in  the  sport  since  the  early  70s.  “I’ve  known  Willie  for 
many  years  - we  even  raced  against  each  other,  although  I wasn’t  quite 
as  good  as  he  was  - and  he  had  ridden  for  me  in  the  Irish  Nations  teafhs 
over  the  years  too 

“It  was  at  the  Dublin  SX  four  years  ago  that  they  told  me  of  their 
predicament  and  when  Shaun  passed  Gordon  on  the  last  lap  in  one  of 
the  heats  it  really  underlined  that  he  really  wanted  to  do  this  and  had 
the  potential. 

“That’s  how  it  started  and  Shaun  has  continued  to  progress  so  |^e 
wanted  to  carry  on  and  take  him  to  the  next  level  which  is  the  way  we 
seem  to  be  headed  at  the  moment.  There  is  a lot  of  mutual  trust,  they  tell 
me  what  they  need  and  I try  to  organise  it  - I know  they  are  never  asking 
for  anything  unless  they  need  it  to  move  on.  ” 


CLOSEKNIT 

SIMPSON  FAMILY  VALUES 

Notice  how  often  Shaun  says  “we”?  He  does 
the  riding  but  it’s  very  much  a team  effort  with 
dad  Willie  driving  the  truck,  younger  brother 
Stefan  spinning  the  spanners  and  mum  Vanda 
keeping  them  all  fed  and  watered. 

So  how’s  Stefan,  working  away  next  to  us 
as  we  chat,  getting  on  as  race  mechanic? 

“He’s  getting  there.  He’s  still  young  but  he’s 
learning  all  the  time.  Just  keep  an  eye  on  him 
and  he’s  doing  a good  job,”  grins  Shaun.  “You 
can  have  a rear-up  one  minute  and  the  next 
minute  you’re  family  again,  it’s  sorted.  I think 
we  work  well  together.  The  brother  thing,  I 
think  we  know  each  other  inside  out  and  you 
know  you  can  have  implicit  faith  in  each  other.” 

Stefan  is  also  a handy  rider  as  the  lads  he 
put  over  a berm  in  a rare  outing  in  Ulster  at  the 
end  of  last  year  can  testify  to  but  he  has  no 
ambitions  to  join  Shaun  on  the  line  at  a GP. 

“No,  I never  wanted  to  be  a GP  rider. 

Shaun  must  have  something  in  him  that  he 
wants  to  do  it  but  I’ve  not  got  that  bug  that  I 
want  to  race,  not  at  this  level  anyway.  I love 
riding,  I enjoy  riding  a local  race  but  that’s  it. 

It  was  always  that  way  - even  when  I started  I 
used  to  be  sick  and  so  nervous  before  a race. 

I just  don’t  have  the  buzz  off  racing.  But  I love 
being  here  and  being  a mechanic.  I don’t  know 
if  it’s  a good  thing  or  a bad  thing  to  work  for 
your  brother  but  it  seems  to  work.” 
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goals  there,  something  to  work  for.  That’s  how  it 
should  be.” 

The  Simpsons  are  not  afraid  of  hard  work. 
Shaun  has  raced  every  week  since  Mantova  and 
was  in  action  twice  at  Easter  - rushing  off  to 
Holland  after  Canada  Heights  - while  others 
claim  they  need  every  third  weekend  off. 

“It  wasn’t  that  we  weren’t  satisfied  with  two 
wins  at  Canada  Heights,  we  had  it  planned  long 
before  to  get  a ferry  Sunday  evening  and  drive 
through  the  night  to  Holland.  It  wasn’t  a 
successful  day  in  terms  of  results  - just  a third 
place  - but  I had  the  same  speed  as  Eggens 
and  Van  Horebeek,  only  I made  a mess  of  both 
the  starts  and  had  to  come  through  the  pack. 

It’s  not  easy  to  set  good  times  in  those 
circumstances  but  my  speed  was  there  and  it 
was  a good  test  for  my  fitness  because  the  races 
were  35  minutes  the  day  after  I had  already 
raced  and  I was  pushing  the  whole  way.  And 
coming  through  the  pack  I was  having  to  make 
passes,  that  was  good  practice  too. 

“I  think  the  more  you  race  at  this  time  of  the 
year  is  good  for  you  - you  need  to  get  your 
starts,  you  need  to  get  rid  of  the  pressure. 
Everyone  has  a little  bit  of  arm  pump  when  it’s 
cold  at  the  start  of  the  year  and  I think  racing  is 
the  best  form  of  practice.  I’d  rather  race  than  go 
training  somewhere  on  my  own,  just  going  round 
doing  laps  and  getting  bored.  The  Americans 
don’t  take  weeks  off,  they’re  flat-out  for  17  weeks 
out  of  18  in  the  supercross  and  the  only  reason 
they  have  some  time  off  during  the  Nationals  is 
because  there  isn’t  a race  to  go  to. 

“Obviously  I’m  not  wanting  to  be  racing  the 
weekend  before  South  Africa  because  of  the 
travelling  involved  but  otherwise  I want  to  carry 
on  like  this.  I enjoy  racing,  I get  a buzz  out  of 


racing  and  I’ve  never  known  anything  else.  That 
was  the  way  dad  did  it,  that’s  the  way  I’ve  been 
brought  up  and  we’ve  just  carried  it  on.  And  it 
seems  to  be  working!” 

And  if  it  keeps  on  working  there’s  presumably 
a place  free  next  year  in  the  factory  team?  “Yes, 
with  Tommy  going  to  America  I suppose  there  is. 
It’s  something  I’ve  always  dreamed  of  but  I’m  a 
guy  who  likes  to  keep  his  feet  on  the  ground. 

First  I have  to  work  for  it.  But  if  there’s  a chance 
then  I want  to  give  everything  to  get  it.  And  the 
way  they  have  already  reacted  shows  me  that  it 
could  be  me  if  I keep  delivering  the  results. 
They’re  always  there,  giving  their  input,  always 
interested  in  how  you’re  getting  on. 

“Some  other  guys,  it’s  just  here’s  your  stuff, 
get  on  with  it  and  we’ll  see  you  at  the  weekends 
but  we’re  in  contact  with  them  during  the  week, 
Pit  Beirer  himself  rings  up  regularly  to  ask  how 
it’s  going.  That’s  not  been  the  case  before.  Last 
year  we  just  happened  to  be  riding  Kawasaki  - 
we  were  not  riding  FOR  them  - and  even  at 
Honda  Roger  Harvey  was  helping  us  with  what 
he  could  but  there  wasn’t  really  anything  there  to 
move  forward  in  the  world. 

“I’ve  had  injuries  every  year  which  has 
affected  my  ranking  but  in  retrospect  I think  my 
riding  progressed  each  year.  In  ’06  I was  riding 
good  enough  to  get  me  into  the  top  20  but  I was 
just  struggling  with  the  bike.  It  wasn’t  just  me,  the 
Honda  that  year  just  wasn’t  fast  enough.  I’d  done 
the  training  and  I felt  good  going  into  the  year. 
The  first  few  races  in  the  mud  didn’t  go  too  bad 
but  when  we  started  getting  on  the  fast  tracks 
that  was  when  we  noticed  that  the  bike  was  just 
not  up  to  scratch  at  that  level. 

“We  had  the  bike  sorted  but  there  just  wasn’t 
enough  power  and  when  you’re  doing  fast  laps  - 


or  off  the  start  - you’ve  got  to  be  able  to  gas  it 
along  the  straight  bits.  Getting  out  of  the  gate  is 
90  per  cent  of  the  race  at  a GP  You  can  be  as 
fast  as  anybody  through  the  turns,  if  the  bike 
isn’t  fast  enough  you’ve  got  no  chance. 
Machinery  is  not  everything  but  it  is  the  final 
ingredient  when  you  have  reached  a certain 
level  of  fitness  and  achieved  good  speed. 

“In  ’07  I started  training  and  riding  quite  early, 
possibly  I did  peak  too  early.  It  was  good  to  lead 
the  British  championship  but  I hadn’t  really  been 
riding  up  the  front  before.  I had  gone  from  fifths 
and  sixths  to  being  on  the  podium  and  carrying 
the  red  plate  in  the  Maxxis.  I never  put  pressure 
on  myself  but  I think  it  did  come.  I went  to  Lyng 
with  the  red  plate  and  I normally  like  that  track 
but  I tensed  up,  didn’t  ride  well  and  made  a 
mess  of  it.  And  then  the  problems  with  the  bike 
came  with  it. 

“I  think  if  all  goes  to  plan  this  year  there  is  no 
reason  why  I shouldn’t  finish  top  10  in  the  [world] 
series.  I have  already  proved  that  I can  run  with 
guys  who  are  making  the  podium  regularly.  I 
might  not  be  able  to  do  it  every  week  yet  but  I 
can  build  up  to  that.  If  I can  get  on  the  podium 
once,  twice,  that  would  be  good. 

“We  can  only  try  our  hardest  and  see  what 
comes  of  it  because  you  have  to  have  luck  on 
your  side  too.  But  it’s  about  time  I had  a season 
without  injuries,  it  would  be  my  first  one  in  the 
GPs  - the  only  season  I didn’t  get  hurt  so  far 
was  ’04  when  I did  the  British  and  Under  21 . 

“I’m  going  faster  than  ever  but  I don’t  feel  I’m 
pushing  the  limits.  I’ve  had  to  take  my  brain  out 
and  go  for  it  in  the  past  but  sometimes  this  year  I 
do  a fast  lap  in  qualifying  and  feel  so  smooth. 
You  saw  Everts,  he  was  like  that,  so  smooth  but 
going  so  fast  and  that’s  how  I feel  now.” 
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Tommy  Searle’s  not  had 
the  best  start  to  the 
season  but  that  won’t  stop 
him  giving  100  per  cent  at 
Mallory  Park 


Estonian  Express 
Tanel  Leok 


WITH  GENUINE  HOME-GROWN  CONTENDERS  IN  ALL  THREE  CLASSES,  THIS  YEAR’S 
BRITISH  GP  AT  MALLORY  PARK  IS  A WEEKEND  YOU  SIMPLY  CANNOT  AFFORD  TO  MISS. 


Words  and  photos  by  ALEX  HODGKINSON 


Remember  when  Britain  used  to  win 
everything  in  sports?  What,  you’re 
really  THAT  old!  But  seriously,  when 
was  the  last  time  - since  the  rest  of  the 
world  started  taking  ‘our’  sports  seriously  - that 
UK  fans  had  the  chance  to  see  three  British 
winners  at  world  level  on  the  same  day? 

Well,  on  Spring  Bank  Holiday  at  Mallory  Park 
you  could  see  just  that!  Billy  MacKenzie  in  MX1, 
Tommy  Searle  or  Stephen  Sword  or  even  Shaun 
Simpson  in  MX2  and  what  about  Thorpey,  Greg 
Hanson  on  his  roaring  CCM  and  Scott  Eastwood 
in  the  Vets? 

Wouldn’t  that  be  great  and,  of  course,  it’s  a 
dream  - but  it’s  a dream  which  could  be  reality 
as  Gareth  Hockey  and  his  crew  set  out  a gnarly 
‘British-style’  track  in  the  hollow  behind  the  main 
spectator  banking  at  ‘the  friendly  circuit’  in  the 
East  Midlands. 

The  MX1  form  book  has  been  thrown  out  the 


window  in  the  early  rounds  this  year  as  injuries 
have  hampered  favourites  like  Josh  Coppins  and 
atrocious  weather  has  turned  the  races  into  a 
lottery.  But  everyone  should  be  back  at  peak 
form  by  Mallory  and  a classic  is  on  the  cards. 

Billy  Mac  will  be  the  first  to  admit  he  wasn’t 
too  excited  by  the  prospect  of  yet  another 
artificial  track  but,  when  he  saw  what  RHL  were 
doing,  the  Scot  was  as  excited  as  ever  for  his 
home  round  in  the  series.  Billy  is  a potential 
winner  every  weekend  this  year  and  we  all  know 
what  he  is  capable  of  in  front  of  the  home  fans. 

The  Scot  is  winning  the  Maxxis  with  one  hand 
tied  behind  his  back  but  that’s  not  because  of 
lack  of  opposition,  it’s  because  he’s  upped  his 
game  this  year.  And  not  just  on  his  favourite 
tracks  - everywhere.  Sand  was  never  Billy’s 
strength  but  in  the  GP  series  opener  at 
Valkenswaard  he  passed  world  champion  Steve 
Ramon  as  though  he  was  stood  still  and  even 


closed  down  leader  Ken  De  Dycker.  That  was 
sheer  class! 

The  first  two  GPs  were  a clean  sweep  for  the 
Suzuki  team  with  ex-British  champ  De  Dycker 
taking  a double  win  at  Valkenswaard  and  Ramon 
his  first  GP  win  in  five  years  at  Bellpuig  and  the 
fuel-injected  yellow  bikes  are  sure  to  be  at  or 
near  the  front  again  in  Leicestershire.  But  they 
know  too  that  Yamaha,  champions  in  the  big  bike 
class  every  year  in  this  millennium  until  Coppins 
got  hurt  last  summer,  are  a major  threat  with  the 
Kiwi,  Portuguese  opening  moto  winner  ‘II  Mostro’ 
David  Philippaerts  and  a new  bike  which  handles 
like  a dream. 

Here  too  there  is  internal  rivalry  for  the  role  of 
team  leader.  In  theory  it  is  Coppins  but  the  Italian 
will  not  roll  over  like  Marc  De  Reuver  last  year 
and  has  already  clashed  with  his  team-mate  in 
the  opening  moto  of  the  year  before  Yamaha 
chiefs  tried  to  paper  over  the  cracks.  » 
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With  the  Martin  duo  of  De  Reuver  and  Julien 
Bill  off  the  pace  and  Mike  Brown  struggling  to 
find  his  form  at  CAS,  Billy  Mac  is  Honda’s  main 
man  while  Kawasaki  have  shown  speed  but  not 
- until  Portugal  - results  with  Seb  Pourcel  and 
Tanel  Leok  as  Kevin  Strijbos  seeks  a way  out  of 
a personal  crisis  and  Manuel  Priem  settles  in  his 
new  team. 

A second  for  Max  Nagl  at  Valkenswaard 
showed  the  potential  of  the  stylish  German  - 
at  20  the  youngest  rider  in  the  class  - under  the 
direction  of  Stefan  Everts  and  his  KTM  is  a 
rocket,  the  fastest  combination  out  of  the  gate. 
The  opposition  underestimate  Mad  Max  at 
their  peril. 

Both  Brad  Anderson  and  James  Noble  have 
been  set  back  by  injury  and  illness  in  the  early 
races  but  both  are  capable  of  a result,  as  is 
class  newcomer  Tom  Church.  That  extra  cheer 
will  also  bring  that  extra  half-a-second  so  give 
these  boys  your  support  too. 

MX1  completes  both  blocks  of  racing  but 
MX2  is  much,  much  more  than  just  an  appetizer 
for  the  struggle  of  man  against  machine  and  the 
elements,  particularly  with  the  host  of  UK  talent 
on  the  line.  Tommy  Searle  has  not  had  the 
greatest  of  starts  to  the  campaign  and  he 


suffered  the  most  horrifying  start  crash  in  Spain 
as  he  holeshot  and  then  aquaplaned  half  the 
length  of  the  straight.  But  by  remounting  after 
losing  several  minutes  and  surging  back  to 
eighth  in  that  race  he  proved  he’s  got  the  true 
grit  we  expect  in  our  MX  heroes.  The  speed,  the 
desire  and  the  potential  are  there  and  Tommy  is 
already  a British  GP  winner. 

Stephen  Sword  is  also  a GP  winner  but  never 
on  home  soil  and  it’s  something  the  Scot  is 
desperately  keen  to  put  right.  Working  under  the 
watchful  eye  of  Dave  Thorpe,  Swordy  maintains 
“I  am  back  where  I was  before  my  injuries”  and 
the  methodical  way  in  which  he  unlapped  himself 
to  get  on  the  podium  after  early  setbacks  at 
Bellpuig  plus  his  fourth  overall  in  Portugal  are 
proof  enough  that  the  dogged  Scot  is  once  again 
a force  to  be  reckoned  with. 

Indeed,  Scotland  could  post  their  very  own 
Nations  team  with  podium  potential  these  days 
as  Shaun  Simpson  runs  riot  on  the  home  front 
and  is  mixing  it  with  the  factory  boys  at  the  GPs. 
The  boy  who  was  born  with  motocross  in  his 
blood  has  passed  everyone  at  some  time  this 
year  and  has  already  left  his  visiting  card  to 
replace  Tommy  in  the  KTM  factory  squad  next 
year.  A podium  at  Mallory  would  increase  his 


chances  still  further. 

But  what  about  the  foreign  menace?  Tyla 
Rattray  rattled  off  three  straight  wins  at  the  start 
of  the  campaign  to  confirm  his  return  to  the  top 
flight  but  Tony  Cairoli  is  maintaining  his  challenge 
and  a double  win  in  Portugal  shows  he’s 
readapted  to  the  250F  after  riding  a 450  through 
the  early  weeks  of  the  year.  With  one  race  to  run 
between  DBR’s  June  issue  deadline  and  Mallory 
either  of  these  men  could  be  carrying  the  red 
plate  of  the  series  leader  - it’s  that  close! 

Rui  Goncalves  has  not  been  far  behind  his 
KTM  cousins  all  year,  the  Yamaha  support  crew 
of  Nico  Aubin,  Davide  Guarneri  and  Manuel 
Monni  have  shown  they  cannot  be  discounted 
and  Xavier  Boog  has  been  consistency 
personified  on  the  new  factory  Suzuki.  Sadly, 
injury  will  prevent  Swift  Suzuki’s  Pascal  Leuret 
coming  to  the  line  at  Mallory  but  it  was  the  UK’s 
other  Frenchie  - Gautier  Paulin  at  Molson  - who 
so  nearly  won  a moto  in  his  first  full  season  of 
GP  racing.  The  European  champ  was  actually 
leading  in  Spain  when  the  race  got  red-flagged 
but  was  pushed  back  to  third  on  countback  to 
the  previous  lap. 

The  rest  of  the  native  Brits  still  have  to  find 
their  best  form  this  year. 
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A punctured  lung  has  hampered  Jake 
Nicholls’  progress  but  Swift  team-mate  Elliott 
Banks-Browne  has  already  shown  his  potential 
in  the  Maxxis  series  as  well  as  scoring  in  Spain 
and  Portugal  while  Carl  Nunn  and  Jason 
Dougan  did  likewise  for  MVRD  in  Spain  and 
Nunny  broke  top  10  in  Portugal  after  the  honours 
had  been  left  to  Marcus  Norlen  in  Holland. 

Martin  Barr  broke  a collarbone  in  Spain  but  will 
hopefully  be  back  for  the  British  GP  and  Mallory 
is  the  big  chance  for  the  wild  cards,  lads  like 
Mel  Pocock,  Kristian  Whatley,  Alex  Snow  and 
Lewis  Gregory 

In  the  Vets  there’s  only  been  one  round  so  far 
and  it  was  a muddy  mess  in  Spain  but  in  the  one 
regular  race  Greg  Hanson  - the  very  same  man 
who  raced  the  last  GP  CCM  back  in  1989  - ran 
rings  round  everyone,  even  Thorpey,  to  give  the 
Bolton  factory  victory  on  its  return  to  the  world 
stage  after  19  years.  Austin  Clews  couldn’t  hold 
back  the  tears  of  elation  and  he  wasn’t  the  only 
one.  Greg  got  shunted  off  the  track  at  the  start 
of  race  two  and  had  no  chance  to  recover  as  the 
race  was  red-flagged  in  appalling  conditions 
after  just  two  laps  but  he  will  be  ready  to  go  for 
it  again  at  Mallory. 

As,  of  course,  will  Dave  Thorpe.  The 


defending  champion  has  got  a Steve  Payne- 
tuned  rocket  from  the  Multitek  workshops  in  his 
Phoenix  Tools  CRF450  and  having  savoured  the 
adoration  of  the  fans  again  at  Donington  last 
year  will  also  be  after  the  win.  But  so  too  will 
Scotty  Eastwood.  Always  in  the  shadow  of 
younger  brother  Mark,  the  41 -year-old  rode  with 
his  head  in  Spain  and  travels  to  Mallory  just  one 
point  off  series  leader  Toine  Van  Dijk. 

The  near  seven  foot  giant  from  Holland 
admitted  at  Bellpuig  that  his  enduro  experience 
paid  off  and  he  knows  the  danger  comes  not 
only  from  the  Brits  but  also  from  Belgium’s 
Peter  Iven,  still  a regular  winner  in  amateur 
internationals,  ’06  champ  Thierry  Godfroid,  the 
aggressive  Freddy  Verherstraeten  and  ’07 
runner-up  Jan  Blancquaert. 

And  there  will  be  plenty  of  tussles  in  the 
pack  with  original  US  Motocross  des  Nations 
hero  Chuck  Sun  on  the  Monster  Honda  in  the 
CAS  awning  leading  other  famous  names  from 
the  past. 

So  order  your  tickets  on  the  internet  to  take 
advantage  of  the  great  package  deals  on  offer, 
pack  the  wellies  just  in  case  and  get  yourselves 
down  to  Mallory  on  May  31 /June  1 for  a British 
GP  to  remember.  We’ll  see  you  there! 


Make  a date  for  Mallory 
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Race  to  WIN  in  200P 


HCR  Powerblades 


FROM  AUTO  TO  THUMPER  CROSS 
For  all  modern  motocross,  enduro,  supermotard  and 
quad  machines.  World’s  top  selling  performance 
enhancer  for  your  carburettor.  Increases  bhp  at  part 
throttle  openings.  Available  for  Honda  Husqvarna, 
Kawasaki,  KTM,  Suzuki,  Yamaha. 


50cc 

Autos  21mm  carb 

£34 

65cc 

Kxasx 

£39 

85cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£49 

I25cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX/EXE 

£59 

250cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£59 

4 stroke 

KXF/RMZ/YZF/CRF  250cc 

£49 

4 stroke 

KXF/RMZ/YZF/CRF  450cc 

£49 

4 stroke 

SX/TC/TE/FS/EXE  250cc 

£49 

4 stroke 

SX/TC/TE/FS/EXE  450/525ec 

£49 

For  85cc  CR  and  SX 

This  carburettor  has  been 
heavily  modified  and  includes 
a billet  bell  mouth  to  ensure 
the  retention  of  very  good 
throttle  response  while 
giving  a very  large  benefit 
in  top  power  and  over  rev. 
Winning  choice  in  85cc 
class  at  the  BYMX.  Available 
for  RM  and  SX  85cc. 

All  models  £449. 


Devised  to  improve  air  velocity  which  together  with  a 
repositioned  reed  valve  will  increase  horsepower  at  all 
rpms  and  dramatically  improve  throttle  response  at 
low  to  mid  rpm. 

KTM  SX65/85  2003-2008  £175  including  VForce  3 
Suzuki  RM85  2001-2008  £175  including  VForce  3 

Induction  Kit  minus  VForce  3 for  all  models  £59 


Cylinder  Heads 


High  quality  two  part  cylinder  heads  designed  by  Hardcore  to  ensure 
maximum  on  track  performance,  allbeit  tracktable  power  for  250cc  or 
maximum  mid  range  for  65cc,  85cc  and  125cc.  Available 
for  Honda,  Kawasaki, KTM,  Suzuki,  Yamaha. 


50cc 

SX 

£155 

65cc 

KX  EtSX 

£155 

85cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£165 

125/144cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£185 

250cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£215 

We  also  sell  VHM  replacement  heads.  Prices  as  shown. 


REED  VALVES 


VForce  is  the  most  use< 


reed  valve  system  the 
world  over  and  is 
standard  fitment  in 
90%  of  all  GP  and 
Pro-AMA  2 strokes. 

The  choice  of  Factory 
KTM.  Fitments  for 
motocross,  enduro,  supermotard 
Et  quads.  Available  for  Honda 
Husqvarna,  Kawasaki,  KTM,  Suzuki,  TM,  Yamaha. 


50cc 

SX  50 LC 

£125 

65cc 

KX  EtSX 

£125 

85cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£125 

125cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£125 

250cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£125 

Quad 

200  Blaster 

£125 

Quad 

350  Banshee 

£199 

VForce 


33mm  Carburettor 


Induction  Kit 
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WHE1 


The  undisputed  champion  with  23  world  titles 
to  their  name,  HAAN  are  the  highest  quality, 
most  reliable  wheel  you  could  ever  buy. 
Designed  individually  to  suit  your  machines 
discs  and  sprockets.  As  used  by  Christophe 
Pourcel.  Available  for  Honda  Husqvarna. 
Kawasaki,  KTM.  Suzuki,  TM.  Yamaha 
6 See  SX65  CS49 

8 See  KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX  - SW  ft  BW  £S85 

125cc  KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX/EXE  £625 

2S0cc  KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX/EXE  £625 

a ,t,nv.  wt/Bruiz/rot/cv/cvr/ir/rc  roc 
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RADS 
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G4+ 

Fuel  Additive 

4 stroke  fuel  additive 
gives  increased: 

/ Throttle  Response 
/ Torque 
/ Peak  BHP 
Suitable  for  all 
motorsports  £16.95 


RACE  RADS 

Hardcore  is  proud  to  present  our  latest 
line  up  of  Race  Rads  for  all  makes  of 
motocross  and  enduro 
machines.  The  range 
includes  a complete 
replacement  set  of 
KTM  radiators  for 
the  adult  SX  and 
EXC  range  with 
external  cooling 
hoses  and  extra 
efficient  radiator 
cores  to  reduce  running 
temperatures  on  2 and  4 
stroke  engines  from  85cc  to 
450cc.  Instock  for  most  models  for 
next  day  delivery  £199  per  radiator. 


HGS  range  of  2 and  4 stroke 
exhaust  systems  are  renowned  the  world 
over  for  their  high  performance  designed 
specifically  for  increasing  torque  and  running 
with  controllable  temperatures  in  deep  sandy 
or  muddy  conditions. 

Available  for  Honda  Husqvarna,  Kawasaki, 
KTM,  Suzuki,  Yamaha 
65cc  KXttSX 
85cc  KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 
125CC  KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 
2S0cc  KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 
Corr 
4 str 
CRF150 
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VERTEX 


PISTONS 


Vertex  make  a complete  range  of  2 and 
4 stroke  race  pistons  for  the  off  road 
markets  of  motocross  and  enduro,  with 
a reputation  for  quality  second  to  none. 


Front  pipe  Silencer 


£178 
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50/65CC  KX  ft  SX 
85oc  KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 
125CC  KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 
2S0CC  KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 
4 stroke  KXF/RMZ/YZF/CRF/SX 
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£475 


Hk^i  Compression  KXF/RMZ/YZF/CRF/SX  £114 


01487  813755  www.MXPOWER.org.uk 
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IAPTIS 
•FRRE! 

BRITAIN’S  TOM  SAGAR  HASN’T  HAD  THE  BEST  OF  STARTS  TO  HIS  FIRST 
SEASON  AS  A FACTORY-BACKED  KTM  RIDER  BUT  THE  REIGNING  BEC 
CHAMP  IS  CONFIDENT  HE’LL  SOON  BE  BACK  TO  HIS  BEST... 

Words  and  photos  by  JONTY  EDMUNDS  * 
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Order  Hotlines: 
08707  669951 
08707  669952 


UMIllUM  imSmSm , 

AIROH  ‘TOFT  GOLD*  LIMITED  EDITION 

AIROH  ARE  ONLY  MAKING-  2222  CAIROLI 
HELMETS.  THATS  JUST  2222  WORLDWIDE! 


EACH  HELMET  WILL  BE  INDIVIDUALLY  NUMBERED,  BUT  UNFORTUNATELY 
NUMBER  222  WILL  NOT  BE  RELEASED  AS  CAIROLI  IS  HAYING  THAT  ONE 
HIMSELF ! 

DUE  IN  WITH  US  IN  MARCH,  WE  HAVE  IOO  OF  THE  235  ALLOCATED  TO 
THE  UK.  SO  IF  YOU  WANT  ONE,  A NON  REFUNDABLE  DEPOSIT  OF  19.99 
WILL  SECURE  YOURS! 


COPPINS 

SEARIE 

RATTRAY 

PHIIiIPPAERTS 


2 MALLARD  BUILDINGS  NORTHNEY  MARINA  HAYLING  ISLAND  HAMPSHIRE  POII  ONH 
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“I  wonder  where  I 
can  get  a Super  Bock 
around  here?” 


Progress  in  sport  is  seldom  linear  and  of  those  that  make  it  few 
have  done  so  without  having  endured  more  than  their  fair  share 
of  ups  and  downs. 

Britain’s  Tom  Sagar  is  one  rider  who’s  determined  to  make  it.  For  years 
a top-level  trials  rider,  today  he’s  the  UK’s  only  official  factory-backed 
rider  in  the  World  Enduro  Championship.  He’s  shown  that  he  has  what 
it  takes  to  perform  well  at  the  highest  level  but  so  far  things  haven’t  quite 
gone  to  plan  on  the  international  scene  in  ’08.  Not  that  Tom’s  overly 
worried  - he’s  been  racing  long  enough  to  know  that  you  have  to  take  the 
rough  with  the  smooth. 

The  transition  from  aspiring  British  hopeful  to  factory  KTM  rider  came 
quickly.  Very  quickly  in  fact  as  just  one  season  of  WEC  competition  was 
enough  to  convince  the  powers  that  be  within  currently  the  WEC’s  most 
successful  team  that  he  was  a rider  with  a bright  future.  A rider  they 
needed  to  sign. 

For  Tom  ’07  was  a year  he’ll  never  forget.  Starting  the  season  hoping 
for  a top  three  in  the  British  Enduro  Championship  but  not  really  sure  if 
he  was  ready  for  WEC  competition,  come  the  end  of  the  year  Sagar  had 
punched  well  above  his  weight.  Achieving  much  more  than  the  result  he’d 
aimed  for  in  the  BEC,  Tom  claimed  his  first  national  title  and  well  and  truly 
put  himself  on  the  enduro  map. 

“It  was  a strange  situation  at  the  start  of  last  year’s  British 
championship,”  comments  Tom.  “Because  Juha  Salminen  was  competing  I 
just  wanted  to  finish  as  close  behind  him  as  possible.  When  Juha  got 


injured  I just  went  for  it.  I was  riding  well  and  suddenly  realised  that  I could 
win  the  championship. 

“I  started  the  championship  as  a kind  of  back-up  rider  to  Juha,  then  I 
felt  I needed  to  step  up  and  make  sure  KTM,  the  team  and  I won  the 
championship.  I used  my  throw-away  event  as  one  of  the  BEC  rounds 
clashed  with  the  world  championship  event  in  Canada  so  I couldn’t  afford 
any  mistakes.  I rode  well  at  the  two  Welsh  events  and  then  managed  to 
wrap  up  the  championship  at  the  final  round.  It  was  a great  feeling  and  a 
great  end  to  an  amazing  season.” 

But  equally  as  impressive  as  Tom’s  BEC  performances  were  his 
international  results  in  both  the  WEC  and  selected  extreme  events.  With 
extreme  races  not  getting  any  bigger  than  Erzberg,  Tom’s  runner-up  result 
ensured  that  his  name  would  be  remembered  outside  the  UK  as  well 
as  giving  him  a huge  boost  in  confidence.  And  if  ever  there’s  a place  to 
put  in  a good  result  it’s  right  under  the  noses  of  KTM  top  brass  at  Erzberg. 

While  his  Erzberg  result  was  impressive  it  was  Tom’s  WEC 
performances  that  ultimately  led  to  his  factory  KTM  deal,  as  well  as 
ensuring  he  attracted  attention  from  several  other  manufacturers. 

Starting  the  ’07  WEC  season  steadily  it  was  in  Portugal  that  Tom  first 
stood  on  a WEC  podium  - just  three  events  into  his  world  championship 
career.  And  with  his  ability  to  finish  at  the  sharp  end  of  the  Enduro  Junior 
class  results  growing,  when  the  series  headed  to  North  America  Tom 
claimed  his  first  win. 

“It  was  great  to  win  in  the  States.  It’s  not  often  the  factory  teams  >> 
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support  riders  that  aren’t  official  team  members  but  they  wanted  me  to 
race  there  so  I wanted  to  give  them  the  best  result  I could.  I enjoyed  the 
races,  the  trip  to  the  US  - and  things  went  well,  really  well.” 

Continuing  his  good  form  both  at  home  and  in  the  WEC  after  returning 
from  the  two  North  American  events,  Tom  not  only  went  on  to  win  the 
British  championship  but  also  claimed  a solid  third  place  in  the  Enduro 
Junior  championship. 

But  enough  about  last  season,  what  about  ’08?  “The  first  three 
world  championship  races  haven’t  been  great,”  comments  Tom  honestly. 
“Crashing  on  day  one  in  Sweden  was  really  disappointing.  I knew  it  would 
be  hard  to  get  a great  result  but  two  top  10  finishes  would  have  been 
good  to  start  the  year.” 

Unable  to  start  day  two  after  crashing  heavily  and  burying  himself  into 
the  frozen  Swedish  ground,  the  steady  start  Tom  had  hoped  for  didn’t 
materialise.  “I  was  a bit  down  after  Sweden  but  it  can  happen.  It  didn’t  do 
my  confidence  any  good  but,  well,  it’s  behind  me  now.  At  least  I wasn’t 
seriously  hurt. 

“Portugal  and  Spain  didn’t  really  go  much  better.  I had  one  good  day 
in  Portugal  but  it  was  really  frustrating  because  both  events  had  lots  of 
motocross  style  tests  and  I wasn’t  able  to  use  my  trials  riding  experience 
on  the  extreme  tests  because  they  weren’t  that  technical.”  _ 

One  of  the  things  that  has  made  ’08  challenging  for  Tom  is  his  switch 
of  class  away  from  450cc  machinery  and  onto  a 250cc  four-stroke  In  the 


Enduro  1 class.  Like  many  trials  riders  Tom’s  smooth  style  suits  the 
mid-sized  thumper  and  adjusting  to  the  quarter-litre  four-stroke  hasn’t 
been  easy. 

“To  start  with  it  felt  good.  I rode  pretty  well  on  a 250  four-stroke  at  the 
ISDE  in  Chile  having  had  next  to  no  time  on  the  bike  but  I’ve  found  it  hard 
this  season.  I’ve  grown  up  not  really  revving  bikes  so  to  start  riding  a bike 
that  needs  to  be  ridden  quite  hard  to  get  it  to  perform  at  its  best  is  taking  a 
while.  I can’t  be  as  smooth  as  I’d  like  to  be  which  is  strange  for  me. 

“I’m  fine  tuning  things  at  the  moment.  I took  a week  off  after  the  WEC 
race  in  Spain  and  since  then  I’ve  been  riding  all  the  time  and  trying  to 
work  things  out.  I’m  getting  there.  It’s  just  hard  when  you’re  under  the 
spotlight  as  a factory  rider  and  the  first  three  rounds  of  the  WEC  take 
place  in  just  four  weeks.” 

As  well  as  having  to  adjust  to  a smaller  bike  Tom  is  also  adjusting  to  life 
as  a full-time  racer.  Starting  out  like  so  many  of  the  world’s  best  by  mixing 
work  with  racing  during  last  season,  this  year  Tom  - as  a factory-backed 
rider  - is  free  to  focus  solely  on  his  racing. 

“It  takes  a bit  of  getting  used  to  but  I’m  enjoying  it.  I’m  just  disappointed 
that  I haven’t  been  able  to  perform  as  well  as  I hoped  I would.  I have  more 
time  to  train,  ride,  rest  and  prepare  myself  but  I haven’t  been  able  to  prove 
that  it’s  helping  my  results,  not  abroad  anyway.  I’m  confident  that  come  the 
middle  of  the  season  I’ll  be  able  to  show  that  the  extra  time  I’m  able  to 
dedicate  to  my  racing  is  helping  me.”  » 
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While  enduro  events  dominate  Tom’s  competitive 
season,  there’s  one  trials  event  he  always  looks 
forward  to  competing  in  - the  Scottish  Six  Days  Trial. 
Competing  because  he  enjoys  the  event,  because  it’s 
good  training  and  because  it  gives  him  a chance  to 
forget  about  everything  for  a few  days,  this  year  Tom 
will  again  be  among  the  many  riders  heading  north 
of  the  border. 

“I’ve  always  enjoyed  the  Scottish.  I really  believe  it’s 
worth  riding  for  a number  of  reasons.  I really  enjoy  the 
event  and  six  days  on  a bike  is  great  training.  I’ve 
ridden  the  event  six  times  now  and  finished  12th  in  ’05. 
I’m  not  competing  in  the  hope  of  getting  a great  result, 
I’m  just  going  to  enjoy  it. 

“I’m  also  hoping  that  the  next  three  world 
championship  races  will  have  real  extreme  tests.  I’ve 
not  been  riding  a trials  bike  that  much  recently  so  it’ll 
be  good  to  get  back  on  one.  Riding  in  Scotland  will  be 
a bit  of  a trials  refresher  course  for  me.  ” 


HIGHLANDFLING 

SIX  DAYS  IN  SCOTLAND 
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HELMETS  JUNIOR 

VCAN/RSX8 

KBC  Focus  

Fox  Tracer 

HELMETS  ADULT 

AraiVX3  

Troylee  designs  SE/SE2 

Airoh  Stelt 

Thor  Force  Replica 

KBC  X7  Spec  

Fox  Tracer  Pro 

Fox  V2  From 

FoxV3incE 


£35.00 

£47.00 

£75.00 


. . . POA 
. . . POA 
£190.00 
£190.00 
. £95.00 
£90.00 

£120.00 

...from  £195.00 


LazerX5  Skull/Peace 
LazerMX6FROM  . . . , 
One Ind. Combat  ... 

Lazer  Voltage  

VCan 

GOGGLES 

Spy  Targa  kids  from... 

Oakley  Kids 

Fox  Kids  main 


. . £65.00 
£115.00 
. . £95.00 
£56.00 
. £40.00 


. £20.00 
£19.00 
. £22.00 


Diadora  MX4  £100.00 

Diadora  MX5  £170.00 

Alpinestars  Enduro  . . .£130.00 

FoxEnduro £125.00 

GLOVES  JUNIOR 

Answer  Syncron  08. . 

Answer  Ion  08  

FoxDirtpaw  

Shift  Assault 

Alpinestars  Dual 

Thor  Phase 

GLOVES  ADULT  MX 
Answer  Sycnron  08  . . .£14.00 
Answer  Ion  08  . . . 

Answer  Alpha  08  . 

Alpinestars  Dual  . . 

Alpinestars  Jet  . . . 

Fox  Pawtector  . . . 

FoxDirtpaw 

Shift  Faction 

Shift  Assault 

Thor  Phase 

Thor  Core 

Troylee  designs  SE 
Troylee  designs  GP 
GLOVES  ADULT  ENDURO 

Shift  Barrier £28.00 

Fox  Bomber £30.00 

661  Storm  £28.50 

DEFLECTORS  JUNIOR 

Fox  Airframe  Junior  ...£66.00 

Fox  Airframe  Kids £56.00 

Fox  R3  Junior £50.00 


.£12.00 

£13.00 

£16.00 

£10.00 

£14.00 

£16.00 


£16.00 
£24.00 
.£18.95 
£24.00 
£20.00 
£20.00 
£25.00 
£15.00 
£19.00 
£24.00 
. £30.00 
£24.00 


SlS 

SCIENCE  IN  SPORT 

Scott  Junior  Voltage  . 

Spy  Alloy 

Spy  Targa 

Scott  83  X 

£17.00 

.ram  £25.00 

£25.00 

£17  95 

3 
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Scott  89  XI  Roll  off  .. 

£45.00 

Scott  89  XI  

Fox  Main  Pro  .... 

Fox  Main 

Oakley  2000  

Oakley  Crowbar  . . 

Enduro  Goggle 

Smith  Piston 

Smith  Evo  Roll  off . 
Quick  strap  kit ... . 
Rip  N Roll 


£26.50 

£42.00 

£25.00 

£22.00 

£35.00 

.from  £28.00 

£52.65 

£30.00 

£16.95 

£40.00 
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LENSES -SEE  WEBSITE 
BOOTS  JUNIOR 

Alpinestars  Tech  4s  £85.00 

Alpinestars  Tech  6s  £110.00 

Berik  Contender £75.00 

Diadora  Mk3 £63.00 

Fox  Tracker £85.00 

RADZ  £38.00 

BOOTS  ADULT 

Fox  F3, 08 £195.00 

Fox  Comp  5 £125.00 

Alpinestars  Tech  3 New  . .£130.00 

Alpinestars  Tech  7 P.O.A  Alpinestars  Bionic 

Alpinestars  Tech  8 New P.O.A  Fox  RaPtor 


Fox  R3  Peewee £40.00 

Shift  Profile  £39.00 

Shift  PeeWee £29.00 

Polisport  Junior £40.00 

Polisport  Mini £39.00 

UFO  Body  Jacket  £70.00 

DEFLECTORS  ADULT 

EVS  Rev  05  £49.00 

EVS  Revlite  £33.00 

VCan £50.00 

Polisport  XP-1  £50.00 

RXR  From  £95.00 

Fox  Airframe  £76.00 

Fox  R3 £55.00 

Shift  Profile  £49.00 

Thor  Quadrant  £54.00 

Thor  Force £89.00 

Thor  Sentinel £70.00 

BODYBELTS  JUNIOR 

UFO £16.50 

Fox  Turbo £15.00 

Shift  Flexlite £13.00 

BODYBELTS  ADULT 

Alpinestars £33.00 

Fox From  £20.00 

Shift  Flexlite £15.00 

Acerbis  Profile  £27.00 

KNEE  GUARDS  JUNIOR 

Shift £7.50 

Fox  Standard  £12.00 

UFO  Standard £10.00 

UFO  Hinged  £19.00 

KNEE  GUARDS  ADULT 

Thor  Force £64.00 

£48.00 
£48.00 


Alpinestars  Tech  10 P.O.A  Fox  Ventilator 


Shift  Combat. 

Sidi  Crossfire  

Diadora  Crossbow. . 


£90.00 

£220.00 

...£84.00 


Fox  Standard  . 
Polisport  Devil 
Shift 


.£18.00 

£14.50 

£25.00 

£10.00 


ELBOW  GUARDS 

Fox  Extreme  Jnr £17.50 

Alpinestars  Jnr £17.00 

Fox  Raptor  Adult  £19.00 

Fox  Extreme  Adult  ....£22.00 

UFO  Adult £16.75 

UFO  Junior £13.25 

RACE  SHIRTS  JUNIOR 

Answer  from  £16.00 

Fox  HC  £15.00 

Troylee  designs  GP  P.O.A 

Alpinestars  Racer £17.00 

Thor  Phase £16.00 

Thor  Core £29.00 

Shift  Assault £14.00 

V\J^f  | 

FREE 

i SHIRT  PRINTING 
SERVICE  WITH 
NEW  SHIRT  & { 

L JEAh 


RACE  SHIRTS  ADULT 

No  Fear  Elektron £39.00 

No  Fear  Rogue £34.00 

No  Fear  Spectrum £29.00 

Answer  Alpha £24.00 

Answer  Ion  08  £24.00 

Answer  Syncron  08  . . .£19.00 

Alpinestars  Racer £24.00 

Thor  Phase £22.00 

Thor  Core £39.00 

Fox  Flexair  / Blitz £38.00 

Fox  HC £30.00 

Shift  Faction £29.00 

Shift  Assault £14.95 

Troylee  designs  SE/GP. ...  P.O.A 

RACE  JEANS  JUNIOR 

No  Fear  Rogue £58.00 

Answer From  £38.00 

Fox From  £63.00 

Thor From  £57.00 

Shift  Assault £40.00 

Alpinestars From  £47.00 

iMM  ORDER 

Ring  or  visit 
poaracing.co.uk\ 


RAIN  JACKETS/PANTS 

Alpinestars  El  Nino  Jkt  .£57.00 

Elnino  Pants £47.00 

Alpinestars  Rain  Jacket  £32.00 


Alpinestars  Rain  Pants 
Fox  Fluid  Jacket 
RST  Kids  Jacket 
RST  Kids  Overall 
RST  Adult  Jacket 

SOCKS 

Fox  FRI  Kids  . . . 
Alpinestars  Kids 
Fox  Adult  From  . 
Alpinestars  Adult 

661  

SealSkins  


£28.00 

£16.00 

£15.00 

£15.00 

£22.00 

. £8.50 
. £9.00 
£10.00 
£11.50 
£10.00 
£26.00 


HANDLEBARS/LEVERS 

Renthal  fat  bar  clamps 
Renthal  twin  walls  . . 

Renthal  fat  bars  

Renthal  anodized  bars 
Pro  Taper  SE  inc  PAD 

Pro  Taper  EVO  

Pro  Taper  Contour  .. 

Taper  fitting  kit 
Taper  bar  pads 


£39.00 
£86.50 
£60.00 
£31.50 
£36.50 
£82.50 
£60.00 
.from  £22.00 
.from  £10.00 


RACE  JEANS  ADULT 

No  Fear  Elektron.  From  £115.00 
No  Fear  Rogue. . . From  £95.00 
No  Fear  Spectrum. From  £74.00 
Answer  Syncron  08  . . .£52.00 

Answer  Ion  08  £75.00 

Answer  Alpha £95.00 

Alpinestars  Racer £61.00 

Thor  Phase £76.00 

Thor  Core £125.00 

Fox  360  /Blitz £125.00 

Fox  180  £80.00 

Shift  Faction £99.00 

Shift  Assault £49.00 

Troylee  designs  SE P.O.A  . 

Troylee  designs  GP P.O.A  KK  b^u  u rm9 


ASV  F3  Levers 
Disc/Clutch  Levers  .from  £4.00 

Clutch  Rest  from  £4.00 

Polisport  £19.00 

Acerbis  H/Guards £20.75 

GRIPS 

Pro  Taper from  £4.85 

Scott from  £3.65 

Progrip  Gel  from  £7.40 

Renthal  £6.70 

Renthal  Dual  Layer  .from  £9.35 

Grip  Wire £3.50 

Grip  wire  twisters £16.50 

Renthal  grip  glue  £3.95 

AIR  FILTERS 

TwinAir  filters from  £8.85 

Air  box  cover from  £9.90 

Filter  Skins  pack  of  3 ..£13.00 

CLUTCHES 


.from  £18.50 
.from  £31.80 
.from  £75.00 


Friction  plates 
EBC  clutch  kits 
Talon  baskets  . 

CHAIN 

Renthal  520  heavy  duty  £40.00 
Regina  520  heavy  duty  .£35.00 

RK  520  heavy  duty £27.00 

Renthal  428  heavy  duty  £27.00 
Regina  428  heavy  duty  .£26.75 
Renthal  420  heavy  duty  £20.00 


Regina  420  heavy  duty 
Renthal  520  O ring  h/d 
Regina  520  O ring  h/d  . 

h/d  ... . 


ENDURO  JACKETS/PANTS 

RS  Assen  Kids  Jkt  ...  .£49.00 

Fox  All  Weather  £135.00 

Fox  Pant £115.00 

Fox  Panther  Pants £90.00 

Shift  Enduro  Jacket  XC  .£89.00 
A/S  Venture  Jacket  . . .£115.50 
RST  Jacket £42.00 


Izumi  41 5 

SPROCKETS 

Gearbox from  £6.80 

Wheel  alloy  from  £18.50 

Wheel  steel  from  £16.00 

Sprocket  bolts  £7.40 

DISCS/DISC  PADS 

Artrax  Wavy  Discs  . . . .£39.00 


Braking  Wavy from  £55.00 

Dunlopad £17.50 

EBCMX-S  £18.50 

Goldfren £12.00 

ENDURO  EQUIPMENT 

Ultra  H/D  Tubes  £17.60 

Heavy  Duty  Tubes £11.00 

Polis  Brush  From £26.50 

Barkbusters  inc.  fit  kit . .£50.50 
Brushguards  Acerbis  ..£19.75 
Rally  Pro  brush  Acerbis  £39.00 

Acerbis  Multiplo £61.00 

Fit  Kit  Acerbis  from £23.00 

Fender  bag  Acerbis £17.50 

Fender  bag  UFO  from  ..£19.50 

Front  Fender  bag  £5.95 

Bum  Bag  Scott . . .from  £25.50 

Bum  Bag  Fox £20.00 

Bum  Bag  Shift  £19.00 

Acerbis  Profile £39.00 

Scott  Enduro  Bag £28.00 

Drink  system  Fox £30.00 

Drink  bag £19.50 

Shift  Drink  Bag £29.00 

Headlight  Acerbis  .from  £50.00 
Stop/tail  light  Acerbis  ..£24.50 
LED  Stop/Tail  Acerbis  . .£24.50 
Gadget  sump  guards  ..£58.00 
WORKSHOP  EQUIPMENT 

Deep  Sump £34.50 

Boyesen  Reeds  . .from  £25.00 
Boyesen  Quick  Shot  . . .£69.50 
Boyesen  Ign  Cover 

from£47.00  from  £68.00 

Fork  Seal  Driver £28.00 

Tyre  Changer £74.00 

Rim  Savers  £3.50 

Tyre  levers  Buzzetti  from  £4.20 
Tyre  gauge  low  pressure  .£5.00 

Spoke  key  Buzzetti £8.95 

Bike  stand  Lift  up  £34.00 

Fro  Stand  29/39/44cm  .£37.00 
Hydraulic  Stand  from  .£190.00 

Jerry  can  20  litre  £23.00 

Jerry  can  spout  £7.00 

Tie  down  straps  cam  . . .£4.85 
Tie  down  straps  ratchet  .£8.50 
Exhaust  blow  out  kit  . . .£34.95 
Exhaust  packing  . . .from  £4.30 
Gear  lever  . . . £12.00/£15.00 

Fork  seals  from  £9.35 

Wheel  bearings  . . .from  £4.00 

Clutch  holding  tool £19.00 

Plug  spanner  14mm  . . . .£4.00 
Plug  span  14mm  ratchet  £6.25 

Chain  breaker  h/d £16.50 

Shock  wrench  £6.50 

Flywheel  puller  Buzzetti  . .£6.00 
CRF  Flywheel  Puller  ...£16.50 
T Bar  8,10, 12mm  .£3.50  each 

Oil  measure  tube  £3.50 

Plastic  Renew  £16.50 

Pulse  Fuel  Caps  £28.00 

Pulse  Breather  Vent £5.95 

GRAPHICS 

Rad/Tank  Decals  .from  £44.00 
F/M/G  Decals  ...  .from  £10.00 
R/M/G  Decals from  £14.00 

PLASTICS 

Polisport,  UFO,  Acerbis,  Cycra 

TYRES /TUBES /OILS 

TOO  MANY  TO  LIST! 

SEE  WEB 


£21.30 

£54.00 

£53.00 

£46.00 

£10.00 


UA/wce 


BRAKES 

(Scastm  / 

DU/fLOPAD 

Silkolene 


mm 

mmm. 


BFGoodpich 


ltlUUtS£STUU£ 


POA  is  situated  in  a village  shopping  centre  with  over  1 00  free  car  park  spaces. 
Other  shops  on  site  include  bakers,  chemist,  Somerfield  and  florists. 
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The  more  technical  the 
going  the  better  for  the 
former  trials  ace 


BRITAIN’S  FIRST  KTM 
FACTORY  RACER 


Back  in  ’89  Paul  Edmondson,  at  the  time  an 
up-and-coming  young  enduro  star,  signed  to 
race  for  the  factory-backed  Farioli  KTM  team 
and  went  on  to  capture  the  125cc  Europeon 
enduro  crown  the  very  same  year. 

“Things  have  changed  a lot  since  I raced  for 
the  team  but  it’s  still  a great  set-up,  ” reckons 
Fast  Eddy  The  Farioli  KTM  team  really  helped 
to  raise  the  level  of  professionalism  in  the  WEC 
and  they’re  still  the  team  that  most  riders  want 
to  race  for. 

“Their  bikes  are  amazing.  My  125  was  so 
fast,  I reckon  it  would  still  be  pretty  competitive 
today.  The  team  was  a lot  more  Italian 
then  compared  to  what  it  is  now  but  the 
professionalism  and  the  results  the  team 
achieves  is  the  same.  I had  some  great  years 
with  the  team  and  will  always  look  back  at  my 
time  there  with  some  great  memories. 

“The  WEC  is  a competitive  place,  always 
has  been,  always  will  be.  Tom  might  be  finding 
things  tough  at  the  moment  but  I’m  sure  he’ll 
figure  things  out.  He’s  shown  that  he  can 
produce  good  results  in  the  world  championship 
and  with  a bit  of  time  he’ll  soon  be  doing  the 
same  again.  ” 


mi 


One  thing  Tom’s  sure  about  is  that  his  results  will  improve.  And  they 
will.  Thrown  in  at  the  deep  end  as  a factory  enduro  rider  after  just  one 
year  on  the  international  scene  meant  that  the  start  of  ’08  was  always 
going  to  be  difficult.  The  fact  that  an  almost  unknown  Finnish  rider  named 
Eero  Remes  has  arrived  in  the  El  class  and  claimed  two  podium  finishes 
and  not  yet  finished  lower  than  fourth  so  far  this  season  has  only 
compounded  Tom’s  frustration  at  not  being  able  to  deliver  what  he  knows 
he’s  capable  of. 

“I’ve  not  let  the  fact  that  Remes  has  been  riding  well,  better  than  me, 
get  to  me.  You  can’t.  Yes  he’s  a privateer  and  has  had  some  great  results 
but  I’ve  just  got  to  raise  my  game  and  get  the  results  I know  I can.” 

Thankfully  it’s  not  all  doom  and  gloom  - far  from  it.  While  things  haven’t 
started  the  way  Tom  hoped  they  would  in  the  WEC  the  opening  two 
rounds  of  the  British  championship  have  gone  well.  Winning  round  one 
and  sharing  day  wins  with  Paul  Edmondson  at  round  two  has  shown  that 
Tom’s  riding,  at  least  at  home,  is  everything  it  needs  to  be. 

“I’ve  been  happier  with  my  British  championship  bike  than  I have  my 
world  championship  bike,”  explains  Tom.  “I’m  not  sure  if  I’m  feeling  the 
pressure  a little  bit  at  world  championship  races  but  I felt  relaxed  and 
confident  at  the  two  BEC  races  we’ve  had  this  year.  I’m  not  trying  to  ride 


stupidly  fast  but  things  are  coming  together.  Both  of  the  first  two  British 
championship  races  have  been  good  events,  I’ve  enjoyed  them  and  my 
results  have  been  good.  There  are  just  two  rounds  of  the  BEC  series  left 
so  I’m  going  to  work  hard  to  retain  my  title.” 

One  event  on  the  horizon  that  Tom  is  looking  forward  to  is  the  GP  of 
Wales  in  mid  July.  “I’m  aiming  for  a podium  finish.  I’m  pleased  the  event  is 
when  it  is  - in  the  middle  of  the  season  - because  I’m  confident  that  I’ll  be 
up  to  speed  by  then.  It’ll  be  one  of  the  best  events  of  the  season  and  I 
know  there’ll  be  a lot  of  support  for  British  riders.  I want  to  do  well  in 
Poland,  carry  that  into  the  GP  of  Wales  and  onto  the  event  in  France  the 
weekend  after.  I’m  really  looking  forward  to  it.” 

Optimistic,  determined  and  confident  that  he  can  turn  around  his 
disappointing  start  to  the  ’08  WEC  series,  Tom  knows  that  it’s  more  time 
on  his  bike,  more  time  spent  training  and  more  time  racing  that  will  lead  to 
the  improved  results  he’s  capable  of  achieving. 

“I’m  not  going  to  Erzberg  this  year.  I’m  going  to  Italy  to  compete  in 
some  enduro  events  instead.  Erzberg  is  a fun  event  but  I have  more 
important  things  to  do  at  the  moment.  Competing  on  a 250cc  four-stroke 
is  probably  one  of  the  hardest  things  I’ll  have  to  do.  But  I know  I can 
improve  my  results  and  start  performing  like  I did  last  year.  I know  I can.”  I 
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BROTHERS 
IN  ARMS! 

ONE’S  A BROAD-SHOULDERED  BEANPOLE,  THE  OTHER’S  SHORT  AND  STURDY  - 
BUT,  PHYSICAL  APPEARANCES  APART,  HEINZ  KINIGADNER  AND  WILLIE  SIMPSON 
SHARE  AN  INDOMITABLE  SPIRIT  AND  FIERCE  DETERMINATION... 


Words  and  photos  by  Jack  Burnicle 
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I received  a welcome  recent  email  from  Austria’s  only  world 
motocross  champion  - the  dashing,  dynamic  KTM  legend 
Heinz  Kinigadner. 

In  it  ‘Kini’  enthused  over  the  young  British  element  in  his 
factory  team.  “With  our  new  English  kids  we  are  definitely  happy. 
And  with  Shaun  Simpson  I have  a rider  who  is  wearing  my 
KINI-Red  Bull  clothing  line.  I am  really  proud  about  this!” 

Fascinating  to  think  that  Kinigadner  first  came  upon  the 
Simpsons  26  summers  ago.  A year  before  Heinz  joined  KTM  he 
campaigned  a Yamaha  in  the  1982  world  250  championship. 
That  same  season  Shaun  Simpson’s  dad  Willie  was  advised  by 
experienced  fellow  Scot  Vic  Allan  (see  last  month’s  Beat!)  to  try 
a season  of  250  GPs  as  he  was  struggling  to  get  on  to  the  500 
GP  grading  list. 

So  as  Heinz  hit  the  track  on  a private  Yamaha  backed  by 
Ezeb,  his  family  bakery,  Willie  ventured  forth  with  a Maico,  wife 
Vanda  and  - a little  more  often  than  they’d  have  liked  - me  for 
occasional  company. 

Heinz  had  first  ridden  a couple  of  250  GPs  as  half  of  a 
two-pronged  all-Austrian  factory  team  in  1980  alongside  Willi 
Wallinger  riding  for  Puch.  The  Austrian  firm  had  previously  hired 
guys  like  Harry  Everts  and  Joel  Robert  and  won  the  250  title 
with  Harry  in  1975.  Kini’s  best  result  was  an  eighth  place  at 
Retinne,  in  Belgium,  while  he  and  Wallinger  both  scored  top  10 
points  in  Germany. 

A full  1981  campaign  brought  a career  best  third  in  Bulgaria 
for  Willi  while  the  tall,  strong  Kinigadner  crashed  onto  the  scene 
in  spectacular  style,  third  places  in  France  and  Austria 
contributing  to  his  fifth  overall  in  the  championship.  Leaving 
Wallinger  at  Puch,  Heinz  moved  on  to  the  Ezeb  Yamaha  for 
his  only  season  on  Japanese  machinery  with  he  and  Willie 
Simpson  competing  against  each  other  for  the  first  time  at 
Payerne’s  opening  round  in  Switzerland. 

With  points  awarded  only  down  to  10th  place  Simpson 
struggled  to  score  but  Heinz  mixed  top  fours  with  no  scores  until 
round  four  at  Maggiora.  There  he  raced  to  his  first  GP  moto 
victory  and  a close  second  overall  behind  his  pal  Kees  van  der 
Ven.  But  Heinz  crashed  frequently  and  hard  and  got  hurt  at 
the  next  GP  in  France  where,  ironically,  Willie  had  his  best  ride 
of  the  year,  finishing  eighth  in  race  two  just  behind  current 


Shineray  team  boss  Andre  Massant! 

While  Willie  headed  off  to  500GPs  aboard  a Pro  Circuit 
Husqvarna  in  1983,  Kini  made  his  significant  move  to  KTM  and 
in  1984  and  ’85  claimed  his  two  world  250  titles,  the  second 
after  reaching  the  final  round  trailing  Frenchman  Jacky  Vimond 
by  12  points.  That  was  a scorching  sunny  day  at  Goldbach  in 
Germany  where  Kini’s  sheer  bravado  and  ‘joie  de  vivre’  carried 
him  to  a crushing  success  which  he  and  the  gracious  Vimond 
celebrated  that  night,  wrapped  in  a huge  flag  on  a swaying  table 
and  fuelled  with  drink  and  adrenaline! 

Kinigadner’s  reputation  as  a party  animal  disguised  an 
intimidating  drive  and  willpower.  It  was  no  coincidence  that  his 
greatest  performances  often  came  in  hideous  conditions! 

Having  so  dramatically  become  double  world  250  champ, 
Heinz  proved  his  pace  on  a 500cc  Katoom  in  typically  vivid  style 
during  that  fabulous,  inaugural  three-class  1985  MX  de  Nations 
at  Gaildorf.  Fourth  ahead  of  Jeff  Ward  in  race  one,  Kini  had 
burst  past  another  US  legend,  David  Bailey,  into  fourth  place 
halfway  through  their  second  moto  before  being  downed  by  a 
tailender.  It  mattered  not.  The  imposing  six  foot  four  inch 
Austrian  had  proved  his  big  bike  worth  and  rejoined  ‘Oor  Wullie’, 
this  time  in  the  500cc  ranks,  for  1986. 

Simpson  had  ridden  for  Suzuki  in  1984.  Back  at  Husky  in  ’85, 
he  hoisted  himself  to  24th  in  the  series  with  a terrific  10th  overall 
in  that  famous  final  Swiss  round  at  Wohlen  where,  in  clinging 
mud,  Dave  Thorpe  clinched  his  first  world  title!  Now,  for  1986, 
the  man  from  St  Andrews  had  returned  to  Maico. 

Kini  opened  strongly  at  Sittendorf  - his  home  GP  - but  faded 
in  Markelo’s  Dutch  sand  where  the  gritty  Simpson  secured  an 
eighth  in  race  two!  Then  in  the  next  round  at  Vimmerby  in  the 
forests  of  Sweden  (sand  again  - Willie,  like  son  Shaun,  loved 
the  stuff!),  Kinigadner  and  Simpson  finished  seventh  and  eighth 
overall  on  another  historic  day  when  Kees  van  der  Ven  became 
the  first  rider  to  win  GPs  in  all  three  world  championship  classes. 

Three  rounds  later  Kini  suffered  a massive  top-gear  endo  as 
he  led  the  opening  lap  of  the  Canadian  GP  at  Chatsworth  Moto 
Park.  His  season  done  he  faded  to  13th  overall  while  Willie 
toughed  it  out  with  more  points  in  Germany  and  at  a typically 
demanding  Hawkstone  Park  to  end  the  season  a career-best 
23rd  in  the  series.  » 
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HGS  4 stroke  systems 
for  2006  hove  beer 
designed  not  only  to  increase  horsepower  but  to  ^^0 

run  at  94db.  Independent  testing  by  respected 
tuning  houses  hove  shown  fanlodc  gams  n bhp,  for 
example  CRF250  2006  over  3 bhp  increase  at  Kgh  \ . 

rpm  whilst  improving  low  rpm  performance  by  1 0%.  H 

Available  fo  Honda  Husqvarrta, 

Kawasaki.  KTM,  Suzuki.  Yamaha. 

Silencers  from  £80.  Front  pipes  From  £155. 

Complete  4 stroke  systems  from  £449, 
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The  opening  500  GP  of  1987  was  at  Yunquera,  outside  the  Spanish 
capital  of  Madrid.  It  turned  into  a rich,  red  quagmire  after  relentless 
Sunday  morning  rain  and  proved  the  only  time  that  Willie,  now  mounted  on 
a Shirlaws  Honda,  got  the  better  of  Kinigadner  in  a race  where  they  both 
scored  points!  The  shrewd,  rugged  Scot  battled  to  10th  place  in  the 
second  moto,  two  places  ahead  of  Kini  in  the  sort  of  glutinous  mud  in 
which  the  Austrian  usually  excelled! 

It  wouldn’t  happen  again,  although  Willie  did  finish  14th  in  the  first  race 
at  Namur  before  a second  moto  deluge  drowned  the  citadel  as  Kini 
splashed  to  victory  and  the  only  500  GP  success  of  his  career.  Also  on 
the  rostrum  in  Austria  and  on  another  saturated  day  at  Reutlingen  in 
Germany  Heinz  ended  the  year  seventh  in  the  world  with  Willie  29th,  one 
point  behind  Greg  Hanson’s  factory  Kawasaki! 

Kini  pretty  much  retired  from  GPs  after  that,  although  a surprise 
appearance  at  Frame’s  1988  British  250  round  netted  fourth  place  in  a 
second  race  rainstorm!  While  Willie  soldiered  on  in  500  GPs,  Heinz  moved 
on  to  adventure  rallies  like  the  Paris-Dakar  and  organised  extreme 
enduros  we  showed  on  Eurosport  where  this  indefatigable  enthusiast 
could  be  seen  cheerfully  hauling  complete  numpties  up  vertical  climbs  like 
some  crazed  Weston  beach  race  marshal! 

Two  contrasting  riders  - the  one  a tall,  lean,  broad-shouldered 
beanpole,  the  other  short,  square  and  sturdy  - what  Kinigadner  and 


Simpson  did  share  was  an  indomitable  spirit  and  determination  to 
overcome  adverse  racing  conditions  and,  most  remarkably,  enjoy  it! 

In  fact,  Heinz  Kinigadner’s  resilience  and  buoyant  optimism  have  been 
sorely  tested  over  the  past  30  years.  Big  brother  Hans  was  paralysed  in  a 
racing  accident  and  confined  to  a wheelchair.  They  then  lost  their  mother 
in  a car  crash  (their  distraught  father  the  driver),  since  when  Kini  has 
himself  survived  cancer  only  to  have  his  own  son  paralysed  in  a 
motocross  racing  mishap.  They  say  lightning  never  strikes  twice  but  for  the 
amazing  Kinigadner  family  it’s  never  stopped... 

Kini  appreciates  the  qualities  he  sees  in  himself  now  reflected  in  the 
second  generation  Simpson.  The  opening  GP  of  ’08  at  a filthy  wet 
Valkenswaard  saw  20-year-old  Shaun  force  to  a career-best  fifth  in  the  first 
race  then,  caught  up  in  an  early  melee,  claw  his  way  back  to  ninth  in  race 
two.  I received  another  email  from  Kini  a day  later.  “It  was  a great  race 
yesterday  from  Shaun  Simpson.  Especially  the  first  heat  but  also  the 
second.  He  fought  really  good.  Let’s  hope  for  a good  future!” 

Heinz  had  just  returned  from  a month  spent  with  his  son  seeking 
special  therapy  in  Brazil.  His  emails  always  end  with  the  same  logo. 
‘Support  Wings  for  Life.com:  The  Spinal  Cord  Research  Foundation’. 

For  this  extraordinary  family  the  fight  goes  on.  But  the  man  himself 
has  a heart  huge  enough  to  remain  utterly  immersed  in  a sport  he  loves 
and  which  made  him  a national  hero. 
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STANDING  OVER  6FT  2INS  AND  WEIGHING  IN  AT  NEARLY  15  STONES, 
KEN  DE  DYCKER  IS  A MOTOCROSS  COLOSSUS  WHO’S  MAKING  HIS 
PRESENCE  FELT  AT  THE  VERY  TOP  LEVEL  OF  THE  SPORT... 


De  Dycker  demolished  the 
opposition  at  the  opening 
GP  of  the  year 
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Ken  has  a ‘coming  together’ 
with  Billy  MacKenzie 


Ken  De  Dycker  has  been  German 
champion,  British  champion  and 
until  Portugal  led  the  GP  hunt  in 
MX1 . The  factory  Suzuki  rider  has 
truly  arrived  on  the  world  stage  at 
the  age  of  23  so  we  hooked  up  with  the  big 
Belgian  to  find  out  just  how  good  it  feels... 

How  did  it  feel  to  be  riding  with  the 
red  plate? 

KDD:  “It’s  nothing  so  different,  it’s  just  a different 
colour.  I rode  most  of  last  year  with  it  in  Britain 
and  it  didn’t  make  any  difference.  Okay,  that  was 
Britain,  this  is  the  world  - but  it  is  more 
something  for  the  public,  not  for  me.  I don’t  even 
think  about  it.” 

The  extent  of  your  domination  at 
Valkenswaard  was  incredible,  every  training 
and  both  motos  from  almost  the  start. 

Were  you  surprised? 

KDD:  “I  didn’t  expect  to  be  so  strong  either.  I had 


been  really  competitive  in  the  races  I had  before 
that  but  I was  not  the  only  one  who  was  riding 
strong.  Going  into  the  first  GP  nobody  knows 
what  to  expect  and  I was  no  different  in  this. 

I just  knew  that  I had  to  be  there,  doing  my 
best  and  hoping  it  was  good  enough.  I just 
looked  to  myself,  my  own  bike  and  my 
preparation.  And  it  worked!” 

Was  there  anything  special  you  had 
worked  on? 

KDD:  “It  was  important  for  me  to  get  better  starts 
than  in  the  past.  That  makes  life  so  much  easier. 
When  I had  good  starts  last  year  I got  good 
results.  My  starts  in  Valkenswaard  were  not 
actually  so  good  but  at  least  they  were  not  the 
worst  and  I could  attack  from  there.  I turned  tight 
at  the  first  turn  each  time  and  came  out 
somewhere  between  seventh  and  1 0th  but  it  was 
at  the  second  turn  I could  really  make  up  places. 

I was  on  the  outside  and  could  carry  my  speed 
through  the  turn  while* the  riders  on  the  insidou 


were  almost  standing  still  because  it  was  such  a 
tight  corner. 

“And  I could  use  the  speed  I was  carrying  out 
of  the  turn.  I had  a fence  on  the  outside  but 
inside  of  me  there  was  probably  two  metres  with 
nobody.  That  meant  I was  pretty  close  to  the  lead 
by  turn  three  and  I immediately  pushed  to  make 
passes  on  the  first  lap.  It  was  always  going  to  be 
more  difficult  later  in  the  race  because  there  was 
soon  only  one  line  and  on  the  first  lap  everyone 
is  looking  for  lines,  making  mistakes. 

“Having  got  so  close  to  the  front  I knew  that 
was  what  I had  to  do.  Once  I got  in  front  I kept 
pushing  because  I wanted  to  make  a gap  and 
keep  it  that  way  if  I could.  Then  nobody  could 
pick  up  my  lines.  I don’t  think  it  matters  who  it  is 
- if  someone  is  riding  on  your  rear  wheel  they 
can  pick  up  on  your  lines  and  be  a danger.” 

I guess  Billy  kept  you  honest  in  race  two? 
KDD:  “Luc  was  signalling  me  that  Billy  was 
getting  closer  but  I had  a pretty  good  lead  from 
those  first  few  laps.  I was  still  looking  for  new 
lines  but  there  was  no  need  to  panic.  It  wasn’t  as 
though  he  was  on  my  rear  wheel  but  we  started 
to  come  up  on  more  and  more  lappers  in  the  last 
10  minutes  and  I actually  had  to  up  the  tempo  to 
maintain  the  same  lap  times.” 

Did  you  change  anything  in  your 
preparation  to  be  so  strong? 

KDD:  “Not  really.  I had  to  have  an  operation  on 
the  torn  shoulder  muscles  from  the  British 
championship  at  the  end  of  last  year  so  I only 
started  riding  at  the  end  of  January  but  then  I 
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had  two  weeks  of  solid  riding  - getting  used  to 
the  Suzuki  and  the  team  - before  I hurt  my  ankle 
in  the  One  on  One  at  the  first  race  in  Mantova. 

At  first  I thought  it  was  just  a muscle  but  there 
was  a little  piece  broken  at  the  back  of  the  foot 
so  I had  to  rest  for  two  weeks  before  Valence. 
That’s  what  the  doctor  said  and  you  have  to 
listen.  That’s  what  they  are  paid  for  and  you 
have  to  follow  your  body  too.  If  you  don’t  do  that 
you  will  be  in  trouble. 

“It’s  the  same  even  when  you  don’t  have  a 
crash  - if  I wake  up  in  the  morning  and  I don’t 
feel  good  then  I will  alter  my  training  plan,  either 
do  less  or  something  else  completely.  That’s  one 
of  the  most  important  things  I have  learnt  about 
training  over  the  last  few  years,  to  listen  to  your 
body.  But  I think  the  big  factor  was  that  I am  one 
year  older  with  one  year  more  experience.” 

Anything  else  which  is  helping  you  to  be 
so  strong? 

KDD:  “The  race  wins  last  year  had  given  me  the 
confidence  that  I could  do  it.  Winning  in  Sweden 
was  really  a big  thing  for  me.  That  was  the  key. 
Winning  a moto  is  one  thing  but  winning  a GP 
something  else. 

“A  lot  of  people  said  I couldn’t  do  it  and  even 


after  I won  there  they  were  saying  I just  had  a 
good  day  but  I have  proved  now  that  it  was  not  a 
one-off.  Many  people  still  think  this  but  it  is  up  to 
me  to  prove  them  wrong  some  more.  That  gives 
me  a warm  feeling  inside  every  time  I do  it! 

“And  that  is  one  of  the  good  things  about 
this  sport  of  ours,  the  unexpected,  that  we  can 
shock  people.” 

You  had  a reputation  for  fading  with  arm 
pump.  I guess  that’s  what  you  are  talking  about? 
KDD:  “I  did  have  problems  with  arm  pump  15-20 
minutes  into  the  race  during  the  first  half  of  last 
year  but  we  solved  it  by  mid-season  when  we 
found  the  right  solution  for  the  suspension.  But  I 
will  admit  that  the  first  few  times  I took  the  lead 
in  a GR  like  at  Valkenswaard  and  Mantova  last 
year,  I tensed  up.  It’s  something  you  have  to  get 
used  to.  But  it  helped  me  for  this  year.  When  I 
took  the  lead  at  Valkenswaard  this  year  I had 
been  there  before,  I knew  what  it  was  like  and  I 
could  control  it.” 

You  had  to  pull  out  of  a race  in  Germany 
one  week  later.  Why  was  that? 

KDD:  “I  had  crashed  on  the  Wednesday  before 
Valkenswaard  and  there  was  a build-up  of  fluid 


in  my  shoulder  after  the  GR  By  Thursday  I 
couldn’t  lift  my  left  arm  so  I had  no  choice  but  to 
stop  riding  for  a week.  The  first  time  I went  out 
riding  again  was  on  Thursday  at  Bellpuig  when  I 
went  out  on  a bike  to  ride  around  in  the 
countryside  close  to  the  track.  I was  scared  to 
damage  it  further  but  I needed  to  know. 

“And  it  wasn’t  easy  at  first.  I soon  got  arm 
pump  after  not  riding  for  a few  days  but  I rode 
through  it  and  was  really  enjoying  myself  by  the 
end  of  the  day.  It’s  a lesson  I have  learnt  in  the 
past,  that  everything  comes  a lot  easier  if  you 
ride  every  day  and  I try  to  ride  a 40-minute  moto 
in  practice  every  week.  But  every  race  is  better 
than  training,  I was  sorry  that  I had  to  miss  the 
German  race.” 

How  is  it  in  the  Suzuki  team? 

KDD:  “I  live  at  Neerpelt  only  10  minutes  from  the 
Suzuki  workshop  and  I go  there  almost  every 
day.  Even  if  I am  not  there  for  long,  if  it’s  only  for 
a quick  conversation  - it  doesn’t  even  have  to  be 
about  motocross  - that  helps  all  of  us  to  be  in 
contact  with  each  other.  It  keeps  us  close,  helps 
us  to  build  team  spirit. 

“And  working  with  my  mechanic  Luc  Picart  is 
a lot  of  fun.  We  have  been  really  good  >> 
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THE  UK’s  PREMIER  KTM  RETAIL  SUPERCENTRE 


01778  345653 


H3W®33fe[imEmiE3a  USER? 


MISS 


2008  KTM  85  SX  at  a great  price 
Original  RRP  £3125 

*L 


2008  KTM  250  SXF  at  a great  price 
Original  RRP  £5195 


2008  KTM  450  SXF  at  a great  price 
Original  RRP  £5395 


Looking  to  keep  fit 
through  the  season? 


WOW...  NOW  Only  £2750  WOW...  NOW  Only  £4550  WOW...  NOW  Only  £4650 


Try  one  of  our  KTM’s 
without  the  engine... 


FULL  RANGE  OF  USED  BIKES  AVAILABLE  TO  VIEW  ONLINE 

WWW.GEAR40FFROAD.CO.UK 
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Tdlon  strive  to  be  one  step  ahead  of  the  rest  by  constantly 
pushing  the  boundaries  of  technology  with  new  innovatiue  ideas, 
manufacturers  of  race  prouen  after- market  wheels,  sprockets 
and  clutch  baskets,  as  well  as  being  the  UK  importers  for  Braking, 
txcel  rims  and  distributors  of  RK  Chain. 


for  the  winning  formula  uisit  www.talon-eng.co.uk  or  call  01935  471508 
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Can  you  continue  to  be  so  dominant? 
KDD:  “I  know  I will  have  more  competition  than 
at  Valkenswaard,  not  only  from  Josh  and  Steve 
when  they  are  fit.  There  are  many  good  riders 
out  there.  I don’t  think  any  of  the  top  riders 
nowadays  are  ever  just  a sand  rider  or  just  good 
on  hardpack.  If  you’re  riding  at  the  front  in  the 
world  championship  you  need  to  be  able  to  ride 
everything,  the  days  are  gone  now  when  French 
or  Italian  guys  couldn’t  race  sand. 

“But  I was  not  always  a good  sand  rider 
either.  When  I was  a kid  and  started  to  ride  I had 
a hardpack  track  just  behind  my  house  and  I 
couldn’t  ride  sand.  I was  13  or  14  before  I 
started  to  ride  sand  good,  now  I think  I am  as 
good  on  all  types  of  surface.” 

This  is  the  first  year  you  have  been  in  a 
Belgian  team  and  been  able  to  race  for  the 
Belgian  championship.  Why  is  that? 

KDD:  “I  think  we  have  so  many  good  riders  in 
Belgium,  it  is  natural  that  we  have  to  ride  for 
teams  in  other  countries.  The  sport  has  grown 
so  much  nowadays  that  you  just  cannot  do  it  on 
your  own.  We  only  have  two  Belgian  teams  and 
20  GP  riders  so  you  have  to  look  for  teams 
outside  Belgium  where  you  can  prove  yourself  if 
you  want  to  earn  a GP  ride. 

“But  I don’t  think  it  does  us  any  harm.  You 
get  to  know  more  people,  you  get  to  know  more 
types  of  track,  different  championships,  you 
learn  from  every  step.  But  I am  really  glad  to  be 
back  in  Belgium  now,  it  makes  everything  so 
much  easier  - the  travelling,  the  communication, 
that  is  always  easier  in  your  native  language.” 


Tell  us  about  your  bosses? 

KDD:  “Eric  is  the  organiser.  If  you  ask  for 
something  he  will  fix  it  immediately  but  he 
doesn’t  interfere  so  much  with  the  riding  or  the 
set-up  of  the  bike.  It’s  a long  time  now  since  he 
raced  and  when  he  raced  it  was  two-stroke,  not 
four-stroke.  Maybe  he  will  talk  later  in  the  year 
about  tactics  from  his  experience  all  those  years 
ago  but  it’s  too  early  to  start  that  yet.  He  keeps 
one  step  back  from  that  sort  of  thing  at  the 
moment  but  I am  sure  he  will  be  there  for  both 
me  and  Steve  if  and  when  the  championship  is 
getting  stressful  later  in  the  summer. 

“Sylvain  actually  gets  more  involved.  He 
spends  a lot  of  time  looking  round  the  track  and 
comes  back  much  more  with  ideas  about  what  I 
could  try.  A real  different  personality  to  Eric.” 

And  Steve? 

KDD:  “Steve  and  I don’t  see  each  other  so  much 
during  the  week,  just  at  the  races.  We  talk  then 
but  we  don’t  have  a lot  of  contact  otherwise.” 

How  is  the  feeling  with  the  new  fuel 
injection  bike? 

KDD:  “It  gives  a good  feeling,  it  really  does 


Ken  claims  the  red  series 
leader’s  plate  doesn’t  bring 
with  it  any  extra  pressure 

deliver  the  power  how  you  want  it  to  be.  We  have 
concentrated  most  of  our  energy  so  far  on 
making  sure  the  bike  feels  good  for  the  race  as  a 
whole  because  you  have  to  have  a bike  which 
you  can  ride  strong  for  40  minutes.  Now  we  are 
in  the  position  where  we  can  look  to  see  what 
we  can  do  to  help  with  the  starts  because  they 
become  more  important  on  hardpack  - you  can’t 
make  up  ground  so  easy  in  the  early  laps  on 
those  tracks  - but  I am  confident  I can  do  it 
better  than  most  riders  if  I need  to.  I was  always 
capable  of  putting  in  those  really  good  laps  - 
passing  five  or  10  guys  - but  I would  prefer  to  be 
up  there  from  the  start.” 

Where  do  you  expect  the  biggest 
challenge  to  come  from? 

KDD:  “I  don’t  really  think  it  is  possible  to  narrow 
down  the  potential  rivals  to  a couple  of  names. 

For  sure  Josh  will  get  stronger,  he  already  did 
good  in  the  circumstances  at  Valkenswaard, 

Steve  too  will  be  stronger  when  he  is  not  sick. 

But  everybody  in  a factory  team  is  in  for  it  and 
everybody  is  fast  enough.  But  Billy  surprised  me 
the  most.  We  know  he  can  be  fast  but  he  was 
never  so  fast  before  in  sand.” 


friends,  visiting  each  at  home,  for  about  four 
years  now.  We  make  a good  team  and  I hope 
we  can  have  plenty  more  to  celebrate  together.” 


Has  the  team  been  everything  you 
expected  it  to  be? 

KDD:  “I  had  already  ridden  in  two  very 
professional  teams  with  Sarholz  and  CAS  but 
Team  Suzuki  was  still  an  eye-opener.  They  work 
day  and  night  to  ensure  everything  is  perfect,  I 
think  for  sure  they  are  the  most  organised  team 
in  the  paddock  and  there  are  so  many  solutions 
to  chose  from.  Steve  and  me  have  many 
different  settings  - not  just  things  like  the  seat  or 
the  triple  clamps  but  also  the  engine.  I am 
1 .90m  tall,  95kg  - much  heavier  than  Steve  and 
I need  a lot  more  power.” 
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Big  Kev  gets  busy 
with  the  marker  pen 
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SORT  YOUR  SAG! 


IS  YOUR  HARSH-HANDLIN’  STEED  WEARING  YOU  OUT?  CHANCES  ARE  YOU  NEED  A 
FEW  MORE  HOURS  DOWN  THE  GYM  - AND  A SAG-SORTING  SESSION  THE  WALKER  WAY! 
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Words  by  Geoff  Walker  Photos  by  still-mx.co.uk 


Setting  your  bike  up  to  perform  at  its  best 
can  become  pretty  complicated 
depending  on  how  many  Stellas  have 
been  consumed  outside  the  various 
campers  and  caravans  at  race  tracks  around 
the  world. 

There  are  a lot  of  experts  out  there  and  that 
is  cool  but  I have  always  found  the  simplest  way 
to  success  is  to  keep  things  pretty,  er,  simple. 

At  every  track  day  I run  I would  have  to  say 
that  almost  every  rider  is  running  with  incorrect 
sag  on  the  rear  of  their  bikes  making  them 
handle  badly  and  causing  the  pilots  to  get  tired 
more  quickly. 

The  ‘sag’  is  a measured  zone  in  which  the 
rear  of  the  bike  must  operate.  The  shock  spring 


must  be  adjusted  to  obtain  the  correct  ‘static 
sag’  and  ‘rider  sag’.  The  static  sag  is  the  sag  on 
the  rear  of  the  bike  when  it  is  standing  under  its 
own  weight  and  the  rider  sag  is  the  sag  on  the 
rear  of  the  bike  with  the  kitted  rider  sat  on  the 
bike  in  a normal  riding  position. 

Basically,  the  ‘sag’  is  the  measurement 
from  the  shock  at  full  extension  to  how  much  it 
sinks  down  when  weighted.  Simple!  This 
measurement  is  really  important  as  if  the  shock 
is  sagging  too  much  the  bike  will  lack  in  rear 
wheel  grip  and  ride  like  a chopper  and,  similarly, 
if  the  rear  shock  is  not  sagging  enough  then  the 
bike  will  ‘top  out’  when  it  is  unweighted  - such 
as  over  a jump  - which  will  make  jumping  and 
hitting  high-speed  bumps  dangerous. 


The  measurements  given  in  this  column  are 
made  assuming  that  the  shock  and  its  moving 
pivots  are  in  reasonable  order  and  have  been 
serviced  and  work  correctly.  If  your  shock  is 
in  any  way  damaged  or  leaking  get  it  to  a 
suspension  specialist  straight  away! 

I have  used  the  KTM  530  mag  test  bike  for 
the  shots.  The  measurements  used  for  setting 
the  KTM  are  the  same  as  the  other  Euro  and 
Japanese  bikes.  The  only  difference  is  the  ease 
of  adjustment  with  the  Toomer. 

The  top  locking  ring  is  easy  to  get  at  and  with 
a 4mm  alien  key  the  ring  is  loosened  so  you  can 
tighten  or  loosen  the  spring  as  required.  The 
Japanese  bikes  mostly  run  with  two  rings.  One  is 
for  adjustment  and  the  other  is  for  locking  in. 
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With  the  bike  on  a stand 
measure  the  distance 
between  two  fixed  points. 


...then  repeat  with  the 
bike  off  the  stand 


MW1* 


The  correct  static  sag  should  be  25mm 
to  35mm.  If  the  measurement  is.  for 


example,  40mm  then  it  is  incorrect.  This 
makes  the  ‘static  sag’  too  much.  The  rear  is 
sitting  too  low.  This  is  easy  to  fix.  Loosen  the 
4mm  alien  bolt  and  turn  the  top  ring  one 
complete  lap  clockwise.  By  tightening  the  top 
ring  down  you  are  increasing  the  pre-load  on 
the  spring  and  likewise  if  you  needed  to  ease 
off  on  the  sag  you  get  the  decrease  in  sag  if 
you  turn  the  top  ring  anti-clockwise.  On  the 
KTM  shock  one  lap  with  the  top  ring  preloads 
the  spring  5mm  on  ‘static  sag’. 


6«  Re-measure  the  static  sag  with  the 
■ bike  off  the  oit  stand.  If  it  was  40mn 


w ■ bike  off  the  pit  stand.  If  it  was  40mm 
before  it  should  now  be  the  perfect  35mm 


You’ll  need  a mate  - and 
your  riding  kit  - to  measure 
the  ‘rider  sag’ 


7"  The  rider  sag  must  now  be  checked 
■ Aaain  vou  will  need  a heloina  hand  o 


f "Again  you  will  need  a helping  hand  or 
two,  or  four...  With  the  bike  off  the  stand  and 
your  kit  fully  on  (that  does  include  helmet  but  I 
didn’t  want  to  mess  my  already  bad  hair  up 
anymore)  jump  on  the  bike  and  set  yourself 
up  just  forward  of  centre  on  the  seat.  Bounce 
up  and  down  a little  to  settle  the  rear  end  in 
and  then  sit  still  on  the  bike.  If  you  have  two 
buddies  helping  get  one  of  them  to  hold  the 
front  of  the  bike  so  you  can  set  your  feet  on 
the  pegs  while  your  other  more  intelligent 
buddy  does  the  measuring  from  the  same 
two  points  as  used  previously.  Write  this 
measurement  down  on  the  tape. 

The  ‘rider  sag’  is  the  difference  between 
the  first  measurement  with  the  bike  on  the 
stand  and  the  measurement  with  kitted  rider 
on  the  bike.  This  measurement  should  be 
between  95mm  and  110mm. 

If  the  ‘rider  sag’  is  under  or  over  this 
measurement  and  the  ‘static  sag’  is  set 
correctly  then  you  are  going  to  require  a softer 
or  harder  spring.  For  example,  if  you  have  a 
set-up  as  static  sag  = 35mm  and  rider  sag 
= 130mm  you  require  a harder  spring  or  static 
sag  = 35mm  and  rider  sag  = 80mm  you  will 
require  a softer  spring. 

With  the  sag  set  correctly  you  will  ride 
better  and  safer. 
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Wakker’s  no  stranger  to  a 
spot  of  DIY  in  the  workshop 


FLYING  SOLO! 

NOW  EVEN  BILLY  NO  MATES 
CAN  SET  HIS  SAG... 


The  sag  setting  world  has  had  a bit  of  a shake-up  with  the 
arrival  of  a tool  which  will  help  us  all  ride  safer  and  better. 

If  you  don’t  have  the  buddies  around  at  the  time  you  want 
to  set  the  sag  then  fear  not  - the  ASV  solo  sag  scale  is 
here  to  help! 

This  little  bit  of  engineering  arrived  at  DBR  Tech  HQ 
from  the  Rush  Racing  crew  and  it  goes  a step  further  than 
the  old  school  way  of  sag  setting.  This  device  does  exactly 
what  it  says  on  the  tin  (box)  and  takes  the  hassle  out  of 
sag  setting. 


1"The  bottom  of  the  scale  plugs  into  the  rear  axle  and 
■the  clip  at  the  top  fixes  onto  your  number  plate  or 
rear  mudguard. 


2«  To  measure  the  static  simply  take  the  bike  off  the 
■ stand  and  let  it  rest  on  the  ground,  make  sure  at  this 
time  you  slide  the  red  ‘solo’  scale  point  down.  This  moves 
the  scale  so  when  you  lift  the  bike  back  onto  the  stand  it 
will  have  read  the  ‘static  sag’. 


Setting  the  ‘rider  sag’  is  just  as  easy... 


i 


■ Take  the  bike  off  the  stand  and  sit  on  it  in  the 
■sag  position. 


2«  Now  bounce  up  and  down  a little  bit  to  settle 
■the  shock. 

3"  Lean  back  and  push  the  red  ‘solo’  marked  slider 
■ down  until  no  numbers  are  shown.  This  ‘zeros’ 
the  scale. 

4>  Step  off  the  bike  and  place  the  bike  back  on  the 
■ pit  stand.  The  scale  will  now  be  showing  you  the 
‘rider  sag’.  No  mathematics!  Awesome! 


: 
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UNTIL  THEY  RELEASE  THEIR  G450X  LATER  IN  THE  YEAR, 
BMW  CANT  BE  TAKEN  SERIOUSLY  AS  A MANUFACTURER 
OF  OFF-ROAD  MACHINES  - RIGHT?  ER,  DON’T  BE  FOOLED 
BY  APPEARANCES... 


Words  by  Sean  Lawless  Photos  by  Howard  Boylan 


here’s  no  way  that’s  going  to  work  off-road!” 
I’m  in  a hotel  car  park  in  Brecon  with  my 


T+MX  opposite  number  JD  looking  at  a 


BMW  R1200GS  and  for  once  the  two  of  us 
are  in  total  agreement.  We’re  here  as  guests 


of  Simon  Pavey’s  Off-Road  Skills  outfit  but  judging  by  the 
sheer  size  of  the  Beemer  the  ‘off-road’  element  of  the 
following  day’s  course  is  going  to  consist  of  little  more  that  a 
spot  of  sedately-paced  fireroad  work  interspersed  with  cups 
of  Earl  Grey  and  pheasant  sandwiches  with  the  crusts  cut 
off.  After  all,  this  is  a gentleman’s  machine  - think  wingback 
armchair  with  long-travel  suspension  - and  no  amount  of 
spin  is  going  to  change  that... 

Despite  a former  DBR  employee’s  angry  assertions  that 
I’m  “never  wrong”  shortly  before  he  stormed  out  the  office, 
never  to  be  seen  again,  I have  - on  occasion  - got  things  a 
little  arse  about  face  (I  once  even  got  a tad  excited  about 
Cannondale’s  motorised  efforts).  But  I go  to  bed  that  night 
confident  that  the  next  morning  will  bring  with  it  nothing 
more  taxing  than  a leisurely  trail  ride  aboard  the  big 
boxer-engined  twin. 

Of  course,  the  German  giants  are  seriously  weighing  up 
the  off-road  competition  market  and  their  new  single-cylinder 
450  - already  making  waves  in  the  WEC  and  soon  to  be 
unleashed  upon  the  US  GNCC  series  in  the  hands  of 
Gordon  Crockard  - promises  to  be  a full-on  woods  weapon 
when  it’s  finally  available  to  us  mere  mortals.  But  for  now  if 
you  don’t  fancy  BMW’s  big  1200  or  the  mid-sized  800cc 
parallel-twin  then  your  off-road  options  are  limited  to  the 
‘baby’  650X.  And  as  I don’t  fancy  the  1200  or  800  I start 
the  day  on  the  650  which,  with  its  lower  seat  height  and 
single-cylinder  motor,  feels  much  more  suited  to  the  job. 

Compared  to,  say,  KTM’s  450  EXC-R  the  650X  is  still  a 
big  ol’  unit.  It’s  longer,  wider,  slightly  higher  and  with  a dry 
weight  around  the  140kg  mark  about  30kg  heavier.  But  it’s 
not  really  a fair  comparison  - this  isn’t  a full-on 
competition-spec  enduro  machine  and  the  Toomer  is  not  its 
direct  rival  in  the  marketplace. 

I’m  keen  to  get  a taste  of  Si’s  teaching  technique  so 
instead  of  leaving  JD  and  me  to  blat  around  the  huge  trail 
network  that  criss-crosses  the  4000-acre  Walters  Arena 
Enduro  Park,  the  Dakar  Rally  ace  takes  the  pair  of  us  off  into 
a gnarly  trail  section  for  a lesson  in  rut  riding.  What  quickly 
becomes  apparent  is  that  for  all  its  bulk,  the  650X  is  right  at 
home  in  some  pretty  hardcore  conditions  and  once  Si  points 
me  in  the  right  direction  - second  gear  and  making  full  use  of 
the  torquey  motor  - it’s  actually  pleasurable  to  ride.  And, 
amazingly,  the  same  ruts  are  possible  on  the  1200  although 
it  has  to  be  said  the  experience  is  a little  more  stressful  on  a 
200kg-plus  machine. 

It’s  about  this  time  that  the  penny  drops  - that  big  lump  of 
German  metal  we’d  been  sneering  at  in  the  hotel  car  park 
the  night  before  really  does  work  off-road! 
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TWEAKED  N’  TICKLED... 


READY  TO  RIP! 


As  much  fun  as  winding  up  the  R1200GS  is  on  the  fire  roads,  my 
weapon  of  choice  for  the  day  has  to  be  Si’s  tweaked  and  tickled 
650X.  With  an  Ohlins  rear  shock  and  Akrapovic  exhaust,  this 
thing  rips... 

After  a quick  spin  on  the  800  (not  as  fun  as  the  1200  or  as 
useful  as  the  650  - and  ABS  simply  sucks  off-road)  Si’s  steed 
feels  like  a 250F  in  comparison  and  is  an  absolute  blast  to  ride. 

At  times  it’s  easy  to  forget  you’re  on  a bike  that  weighs  a fair  few 
pie  suppers  more  than  a race-sorted  450F  enduro  machine  as  it 
eats  up  some  serious  enduro  terrain  and  even  a few  low-speed 
trials-type  sections. 

On  the  fireroads  the  exhaust  note  is  an  awesome-sounding  raw 
bark  and  the  ride  is  smooth  and  controlled  with  the  forks  and 
shocker  working  in  harmony  together  and  the  steering  precise. 

But  the  best  bit  has  to  be  through  fast  turns  - momentarily  back  off 
the  throttle,  get  your  weight  over  the  bars,  crack  it  WFO  and  feel  the 
back  slide  out  before  it  digs  through  the  loose  stuff,  hooks  up  and 
fires  you  forward.  Mega! 


Jumping  a 200kg-plus  bike 
is  a little  unnerving  but 
the  R1200GS  feels 
super-stable  with  both 
wheels  off  the  ground 


“Fancy  doing  some  jumps?”  asks  Si  with  a grin  after 
half-a-dozen  more  runs  through  the  rutted  trail  section. 

Now  he  really  is  taking  the  Mickey  Bliss!  The  only  way  of 
getting  both  wheels  of  the  1200  off  the  ground  - at  once  - 
has  got  to  involve  either  a controlled  explosion  or  some  sort 
of  crane  but  on  loose  gravel  the  bike  feels  so  stable  that 
speed’s  deceptive  and  what’s  meant  to  be  a little  blip  off  the 
top  of  a bank  results  in  proper,  genuine  flight.  And  it  doesn’t 
even  feel  like  a hippo  tumbling  off  a trampoline  when  I land  - 
the  super-plush  suspension  simply  soaks  up  the  considerable 
combined  weight  of  bike  and  rider.  In  fact,  it’s  so  much  fun  I 
have  another  go.  And  another. 

At  the  end  of  the  day  I get  the  chance  to  take  the  1200  on 
an  extended  trail  ride  behind  similarly-mounted  instructor 
Steve  Haghe,  another  Dakar  competitor  who  I first 
encountered  back  in  2002  at  the  Transatlantic  Challenge 
enduro  in  Iceland.  For  such  a big  bike  the  way  it  deals  with 
muddy  trails  and  snaking,  rocky  climbs  between  trees  is 
nothing  short  of  astounding  - I certainly  wouldn’t  attempt  half 
the  things  it  gobbles  up  with  ease  if  I wasn’t  following  Steve. 
But  it’s  on  the  fireroads  that  the  1200  feels  most  at  home. 

Up  on  the  pegs,  weight  forward  and  with  the  power  whacked 
on,  80mph  has  never  felt  so  safe  with  the  confidence-inspiring 
steering  super-precise.  For  five  minutes  I too  am  a Dakar 
legend  - albeit  one  competing  on  the  not-yet-happened 
Prologue  in  the  Brecon  Beacons! 

Of  course,  what  goes  up  must  come  down  and  with  my 
off-road  ego  soaring  there  is  only  one  way  to  go... 

Wrestling  Judge  Dredd’s  lawmaster  motorsickle  up  a long, 
steep,  rocky  climb  is  a hill  too  far  for  me  and  just  before  the 
summit  I get  an  inkling  of  how  the  captain  of  the  Titanic  must 
have  felt.  But  with  a 200kg-plus  BMW  developing  100-plus 
ponies  getting  seriously  squirrelly  underneath  me  there’s  no 
way  I’m  going  down  with  this  ship  so  I head  for  the  lifeboat 
and  manage  to  jump  clear.  Without  something  soft  and  tender 
(me)  to  break  the  Beemer’s  fall  it  comes  down  with  a crunch 
on  a rock,  shaking  the  needles  from  the  pines  and  breaking 
the  rocker  cover. 

“You  were  right,”  grins  JD  - sensibly  mounted  on  a 650X  - 
after  watching  me  heave  it  upright,  “there’s  no  way  that  thing 
was  going  to  work  off-road!” 
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Si  talks  his  students 
through  the  rudiments  of 
rut  riding  - this  man 
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SAY  HI  TO  SI 

AUSSIE  ACE 


The  man  behind  Off-Road  Skills  is  41 -year-old  Aussie  rally  ace 
Simon  Pavey  a four-time  Dakar  finisher  and  general  all-round 
legend  when  it  comes  to  racing  big  trailies. 

“It  originally  started  with  myself  and  John  Deacon  in  2000  and 
we  ran  it  together  for  the  first  two  years  and  then  sadly  John  died,  ” 
explains  Simon.  “After  a little  while  I picked  up  where  we  left  off 
and  it’s  gone  from  strength  to  strength.  We  started  off  that  first 
year  with  just  about  80  people  and  then  last  year  we  had  1200 
customers  do  the  school.  It’s  built  up  every  year  - hopefully  that’s 
because  we’re  doing  something  right.” 

Part  of  World  of  BMW,  an  extensive  activity  programme  that 
covers  everything  from  basic  training  through  to  major  two-wheel 
tours,  Off-Road  Skills  is  aimed  at  everyone  from  raw  novices  who 
want  to  learn  rudimentary  dirt  bike  skills  through  to  experienced 
competitors  keen  to  explore  the  potential  of  the  big  Beemers. 

“The  beautiful  thing  with  the  whole  World  of  BMW  thing  now 
it’s  built  up  over  the  years  is  that  there’s  a progression.  Someone 
who’s  never  ridden  can  come  and  do  their  licence  or  if  they’ve 
z ridden  but  not  for  a long  time  they  can  come  and  do  advanced 
rider  training. 

“Then  they  can  come  and  do  Off-Road  Skills  - and  we’ve  got 
, several  levels  within  Off-Road  Skills  - and  then  go  on  and  do  the 
touring  programme.  We’ve  also  got  another  partner  - Globe 
Busters  - which  runs  the  big,  big  tours  all  the  way  up  to  the 
19-week  trip  from  the  top  of  North  America  to  the  bottom  of 
South  America.  So  you  can  kinda  start  from  never  having  ridden 
before  to  going  around  the  world!” 

Si’s  courses  cover  just  about  every  possible  scenario  from  how 
r to  pick  up  a bike  and  clutch  control  to  riding  off-camber  and  power  sliding  - all 
essential  skills  for  off-road  heroes. 

“We  believe  that  everything  stems  from  basic  core  skills  and  no  matter 
whether  you’re  new  to  it  or  you’ve  been  doing  it  for  a long  time  there’s  a lot  to 
be  gained  from  concentrating  on  things  like  throttle  control,  clutch  control, 
footpeg  pressure  - those  sort  of  core  skills. 

“The  heart  of  soul  of  the  school  and  business  is  big  trail  bikes.  We’ve  had 
guys  who’ve  done  end  urns  and  done  motocross  and  have  a GS  in  their  garage 
and  only  ride  it  on  the  road.  They’re  not  quite  sure  what  a big  bike  can  do 
off-road  - and  what  they  can  do  on  a big  bike  off-road  - and  for  that  kind  of 
guy  we’ve  got  a lot  to  offer. 

“No  matter  what  your  ability  - a big  achievement  for  some  of  our 
customers  might  be  just  to  go  around  the  fireroads,  for  others  it  could  be  much 
more  technical  such  as  ruts  and  hills  - we  always  have  a great  time.  ” 

Si’s  next  big  challenge  is  the  Transorientale  Rally  that  runs  from 
St  Petersburg  in  Russia  to  Beijing  in  China  from  June  12-28,  followed  by  the 
South  American  incarnation  of  the  Dakar  Rally. 

“I’ve  kinda  ended  up  a rally  specialist  but  I started  off  like  many  of  us  do 
with  a bit  of  motocross  as  a kid.  I came  over  here  and  I was  drawn  to  the  rally 
stuff  because  I like  the  fact  you’re  always  going  somewhere  and  not  just  round 
and  round  in  circles.  It’s  not  just  a race,  there’s  an  adventure  side  to  it  as  well 
and  crossing  countries  and  continents  but  still  in  a competitive  environment  is 
what  I like  about  the  rallies. 

“And  I like  that  you  have  to  think  - you’ve  got  to  look  after  yourself  and  the 
bike  as  well  as  try  and  go  quick  and  navigate.  It’s  the  complexity  of  it.  ” 

For  more  info  on  Si  and  the  gang’s  activities  check  out 

www.offroadskills.com 
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Rsterisk  is  not  only  geared  touuard  maintaining  and  enhancing  your  active  lifestyle  in  action  sports  by 
designing  and  producing  state-of-the-art  Knee  Protection  Systems,  it  also  provides  the  pertinent 
information  needed  to  improve  your  knowledge  of  the  knee  and  its  biomechanics,  giving  you  the  tools 
to  make  the  best  choices  for  your  needs.  UJant  more?  www.asterisk.com  has  the  answers. 
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profile 


Mark  was  close  to  calling 
it  quits  at  the  end  of  ’07 
until  Mark  Bishop  stepped 
in  with  a deal 


CARTOONLIFE! 

HE  MIGHT  SOUND  LIKE  A CHARACTER  FROM  IVOR  THE  ENGINE,  LOOK  A LITTLE  LIKE  SIMPSONS 
BAR-KEEP  MOE  SZYSLAK  AND  HAVE  THE  MEDICAL  RECORD  OF  SPRINGFIELD  STUNTMAN 
LANCE  ‘WHEN  HE’S  NOT  IN  ACTION,  HE’S  IN  TRACTION’  MURDOCH  BUT  THESE  DAYS  MARK 
JONES’  LIFE  IS  A LITTLE  MORE  LIKE  PETER  GRIFFIN’S  - HE’S  A FAMILY  GUY! 

Words  and  photos  by  Sutty/GMC 
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K JV  ith  the  British  motocross  grand  prix  at  Mallory  Park  just 

B Ml*  m around  the  corner  you  can  more  or  less  guarantee  that 
W m almost  every  Brit-born  contender  is  struggling  to  sleep 

\ -j  iMm  at  night  as  they  fantasise  about  what  it  would  be  like  to 

wm  W lead  the  pack  in  front  of  their  home  crowd.  Of  course, 
a few  are  already  lucky  enough  to  know  that  feeling  - and  one  of  them 
is  Welshman  Mark  Jones. 

A former  British  youth  champion,  Jones  originally  entered  the 
motocross  world  championship  as  a privateer  on  a Sammy 
Doble-backed  MD  Racing  Honda.  But  when  Stefan  Everts  wrecked  his 
knee  in  a pre-season  accident  at  Beaucaire  in  1999  and  Radson 
Honda  team  manager  Dave  Grant  got  on  the  blower  to  the  boyo  from 
Blaengarw  to  offer  him  a factory  ride,  Mark  signed  on  the  dotted  line. 

Jones  was  able  to  use  his  new  tool  to  launch  himself  to  the  front  of 
the  pack  on  many  occasions,  one  of  which  came  at  that  year’s  British 
Grand  Prix  at  Foxhill  Moto  Park.  On  a damp  and  drizzly  day  with  the 
hillsides  heaving  and  even  more  motocross  fans  tuned  in  live  on 
Eurosport,  Mark  Jones  lived  the  dream  and  led  his  home  GP  But  like 
the  motocross  career  ahead  of  him,  that  dream  would  soon  turn  out  to 
be  a bit  of  a nightmare. 

“I  came  off  the  start  pretty  good  and  I’d  noticed  that  they’d  built  a 
bank  on  the  outside  of  the  first  corner  that  was  about  two  or  three  foot 
high  and  I thought  if  I overshot  I could  bounce  off  that  and  get  back 
down  inside  everyone,”  says  Mark  with  the  memory  still  vivid  in  his 
mind.  “So  that’s  what  I did,  I came  out  of  the  corner  in  second  behind 
Remy  Van  Rees  and  I passed  him  in  the  corner  at  the  bottom  of  the 
valley  after  the  tabletops  to  take  the  lead.  It  was  really  cool  and  I could 
hear  the  crowd  when  I passed  him,  which  was  a really  good  feeling. 

I was  getting  excited  to  come  back  down  the  valley  and  I sort  of  hit  a 
rock  going  up  a hill,  it  cartwheeled  me  and  that  was  it... 

“As  soon  as  I clipped  it  I could  feel  the  bike  bottom  out  and  I was  sat 
down  trying  to  get  drive  as  well  so  it  just  compressed  me  and  threw  me 
right  over  the  bars.  I could  hear  the  crowd  going  ‘oooooooh’  and  the 
next  thing  I knew  I was  down  in  the  dirt  and  picking  the  bike  up  and 
watching  everyone  go  by.  Looking  back  I’d  have  probably  done  things  a 
little  differently  - I’d  have  stood  up  I think  - because  I often  wonder 
what  it  would  be  like  to  come  back  down  the  valley  in  the  lead...” 

Despite  losing  big  points  with  that  crash  Jones  ended  his  first  full 
year  in  the  250cc  world  championship  in  12th,  scoring  a podium  finish 
at  the  Czech  GP  along  the  way.  Not  bad  for  a rookie  season  - 
especially  when  you  consider  Josh  Coppins’  first  full  year  as  a GP 
racer  resulted  in  23rd  position  - but  since  then  and  using  Mark’s  own 
words  “it’s  just  been  injury  after  injury”. 

“I  signed  with  Pamo  Honda  at  the  end  of  ’99  but  I broke  my  wrist  at 
the  first  GP  of  2000  in  Valkenswaard.  I came  back  later  in  that  year 
and  had  an  eighth  overall  at  one  round  before  breaking  my  wrist 
again.  At  first  I carried  on  because  Dobby  thought  it  was  just  tendonitis 
and  someone  else  thought  it  was  just  bruising  and  I don’t  think  it  was 
until  the  beginning  of  2001  that  I had  another  x-ray  and  they  found  it 
was  fractured. 

“After  that  the  deal  I had  with  Martin  Honda  fell  through  and  Ash 
Kane  helped  get  me  a ride  with  RWJ  Honda  and  also  sorted  out  a visit 
to  see  a top  doctor  in  Germany  called  Dr  Weber  - he  used  to  work  with 
Grant  Langston  and  road  race  guys  like  Ralf  Waldmann  - to  look  at  my 
wrist.  I was  fortunate  that  2001  was  the  year  that  foot  and  mouth  held 
off  the  British  championship  because  I didn’t  start  racing  again  until  the 
middle  of  the  year.  Then  in  my  second  year  with  the  RWJ  team  I broke 
my  foot  testing  so  that  was  another  year  wasted. 

“The  2003  season  was  actually  an  injury-free  year  with  Steve 
Dixon’s  Yamaha  team  but  all  my  confidence  had  gone  by  then.  At  the 
time  I thought  I could  get  back  to  form  on  the  250cc  two-stroke  but 
despite  Steve’s  best  efforts  to  set  up  the  250  we  ended  up  racing  the 
450  four-stroke  at  the  end  of  the  year  which  I felt  much  better  on  and 
my  results  started  to  get  better  and  better.” 

The  2004  season  was  a turning  point  for  Mark  as  he  stepped  away 
from  chasing  the  GP  dream  and  concentrated  on  domestic  success 
with  Mark  Bishop’s  Phoneparts  KTM  team.  After  jumping  seven  spots 
to  finish  fifth  in  the  British  championship  and  battling  for  the  win  in  the 
British  four-stroke  championship  until  almost  wrecking  himself  in  a 
crash  at  Wakes  Colne,  it  was  obvious  to  see  that  Mark’s  confidence, 
speed  and  passion  for  racing  were  returning.  It  was  a mood  mirrored  in 
2005  as  Mark  raced  under  the  awning  of  EA/Dirt  Bike  Store  KTM, 
another  Bishop-managed  team. 

As  Mark’s  mojo  started  to  return  one  thing  was  becoming  very 
apparent  - he  needed  to  be  back  among  the  sport’s  elite  at  GP  level. 
While  the  EA  squad  and  then  the  PAR  Honda  team  Jones  would  ride 
for  in  2006  could  offer  wildcard  rides  at  the  odd  GP  or  two  it  just  wasn’t 
enough  to  satisfy  Mark’s  desire. 

Enter  Irish  entrepreneur  Roger  Magee  who’d  just  split  with  former 
British  champion  Gordon  Crockard  and  was  looking  for  a new  MX1 
rider  for  the  2007  British  and  world  championships.  “I  talked  to  Roger 
and  sorted  a deal  with  him  and  I was  really  happy  to  be  doing  a full 
season  of  GPs  again  with  the  Wulfsport  team.  Roger’s  a good  guy  and 
I get  on  with  the  Simpsons  real  well  too  so  I thought  I could  do  well.  >> 
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You  may  have  spotted  Mark  in  the  news  recently  as  his 
plans  - and  the  amount  of  protesters  they  produced  - for 
opening  a new  motocross  practice  facility  near  his  home 
in  the  Garw  Valley  made  it  onto  the  BBC  Wales  website. 

“I’ve  been  struggling  for  tracks  to  ride  on  for  a long 
time  now  near  where  I live  and  my  wife  suggested  that 
we  put  something  together  to  try  and  open  up  a facility 
near  my  hometown,  ” explains  Mark.  “So  we  drew  up 
some  plans,  the  site  drawings  and  a business  plan  and 
applied  for  planning  permission  but  unfortunately  it  got 
turned  down. 

“It’s  a shame  because  where  I live  there’s  a real 
problem  with  kids  riding  up  and  down  the  streets  with  no 
helmets  on  and  their  silencers  hanging  off  and  it  gives 
our  sport  a bad  name.  If  anyone  in  my  local  community 
asks  me  what  I do  for  a living  and  I tell  them  I race 
motocross  professionally  they  look  down  their  nose  at 
me  because  we’re  all  tarred  with  the  same  brush. 

“The  idea  was  to  run  a proper  practice 
facility  with  training  for  youngsters  but 
obviously  the  people  of  the  valley  didn’t 
want  any  noise  so  they  closed  us  down 
even  though  we  were  working 
alongside  the  local  council.  For  sure 
they’ve  got  to  build  a track 
somewhere  and  we’re  just  waiting  for 
the  right  site  to  turn  up  - fingers 
crossed  we’ll  find  one  soon.” 
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NO  SHOW! 

GIVING  THE  MMX  A MISS 

Most  British-based  riders  who  aren’t  doing  the  full  GP 
tour  are  relishing  the  opportunity  to  battle  it  out  in  the 
new  British  Open  championship  - the  series  formally 
known  as  the  British  four-stroke  championship  - but 
Mark  Jones  isn’t  one  of  them.  Here’s  why... 

“It’s  another  eight  races  and  even  more  travelling. 
I’m  enjoying  doing  the  training  schools  at  the  CMX 
centre  in  Cardiff  and  by  not  racing  so  much  I’m  able  to 
do  more  schools  there  at  weekends  and  also  during  the 
week.  It’s  also  nice  to  have  a bit  of  break  on  a 
weekend  and  go  out  with  the  family  and  do  something 
different  for  a change. 

“Last  year  if  I wasn’t  racing  I’d  ride  on  a Saturday 
and  a Sunday  but  now  I’ll  go  out  for  an  extra  day  in 
the  week  so  when  the  weekend  comes  we  can  go  out 
as  a family  together,  it’s  helping  me  enjoy  my  life  at 
the  moment.  ” 


Mark  - with  son  Jake  and  wife 
Emma  - is  now  a family  guy 


We  got  all  the  bikes  and  some  special  parts  and  exhausts  to  test  then 
went  to  Grobbendonk  for  a pre-season  international  - I snapped  my 
ACL  and  that  sort  of  messed  up  the  whole  season.” 

But  something  great  did  come  out  of  2007  - or  rather  something 
great  came  out  of  Mark’s  wife  Emma  in  2007!  Thanks  to  his  first  and 
so  far  only  child,  Jake,  Mark  had  something  new  and  exciting  to  take 
his  mind  off  those  injury-induced  woes.  And  like  so  many  before  him 
becoming  a father  has  changed  Mark’s  life  for  the  better.  “Even  though 
I missed  most  of  the  season  I got  plenty  of  time  to  spend  with  the 
baby  and  so  that  was  good.  It’s  really  good  being  a dad.  It’s  definitely 
changed  my  perspective  on  everything  and  I’m  not  so  anal  about 
stuff  now. 

“Spending  last  summer  at  home  with  Jake  and  Emma  was  amazing 
and  now  I find  I’m  generally  more  relaxed  throughout  the  week  and 
coming  into  the  races.  My  wife  works  three  days  a week  and  so  I look 
after  Jake  then  and  she  looks  after  him  in  the  mornings  when  I go 
training.  When  I come  back  we  go  out  to  different  places  and  do  stuff 
together  - I’m  really  enjoying  life  at  the  moment.” 

And  it’s  possible  that  it’s  this  new-found  laidback  lifestyle  that’s 
helped  Mark  return  to  full  form  on  the  track  in  2008  after  initially 
struggling  to  score  a ride  for  this  season.  “Even  though  I came  back  at 
the  end  of  the  year  and  got  some  decent  results  I was  stuck  without  a 
ride  for  this  year.  I think  if  I hadn’t  got  anything  sorted  I’d  have  called  it 
a day  because  the  way  I want  to  do  it  means  I need  money  so  I don’t 
have  to  work  so  I can  train  properly  and  ride  during  the  week. 

“The  early  offers  I had  weren’t  really  good  enough  for  me  to  do  that 
so  I thought  it’s  time  for  me  to  cut  my  losses,  retire  from  racing  and 
continue  doing  some  riding  schools  instead.  But  eventually  I got  a 
phone  call  from  Mark  Bishop  who  came  forward  with  a package  that 
includes  bonus  money  and  product.  So  we  hooked  up  and  things  are 
going  okay.” 

Riding  450cc  Kawasakis  for  the  new  ARB  Tuning  team,  it’s  obvious 
to  even  the  most  casual  observer  that  budget  is  something  of  an  issue 
but  on  the  flipside  both  Mark  and  his  mechanic  Dave  Wells  know 
they’re  working  with  a team  boss  who’s  willing  to  make  sacrifices  for 
the  good  of  the  team  and  its  riders.  As  an  example,  Bishop  turned 
down  a lucrative  tyre  deal  just  because  Jones  didn’t  like  the  way 
that  particular  brand  of  rubber  performed  meaning  the  team  now 
has  to  buy  tyres  in  when  they  need  them  - “we  run  Pirellis  or 
Bridgestones  depending  on  what’s  available  and  cheapest  at  the 
time,”  explains  Mark. 

The  lack  of  budget  also  means  Mark’s  race  bike  is  far  from  fresh. 
“The  bike’s  already  done  a fair  bit  of  work  and  I could  obviously  do 
with  a new  one  now.  In  qualifying  at  Torrington  I had  a gear  selector 
break  so  I was  stuck  in  first  gear  for  the  session.  I still  managed  to 
qualify  in  13th  but  it  was  pretty  funny  because  the  bike  was  popping 
and  banging  and  I could  see  people  looking  at  me  thinking  ‘why 
doesn’t  he  change  up  a gear’.  Hopefully  the  rest  of  the  season  will 
continue  to  go  well,  more  sponsors  will  come  on  board  and  I’ll  , 
be  able  to  do  GPs  again  next  year.”  w\®H 
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Aldon  Baker  is  a legend  among 
trainers  and  played  a major  role  in 
the  way  modejjBiotocrossers 
view  physical  fitness 
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TRAfJER!  fc 

ALDON  BAKER  HAS  SPENT  A LOT  OF  TIME  AROUND 
THE  WINNER’S  CIRCLE  WITH  RICKY  CARMICHAEL 
BUT  WILL  HE  STILL  BE  HANGING  OUT  THERE  WITH 
JAMES  STEWART? 
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When  Aldon  Baker  showed  up  on  the  scene  at  the  end  of  2000  with 
Ricky  Carmichael,  people  didn’t  notice  this  diminutive  South  African 
hanging  around  Carmichael’s  camp.  What  they  did  notice  was  that 
Ricky  went  from  size  36  pants  to  size  30.  He  was  in  noticeably  better 
shape  and  the  winning  started  right  away  - in  supercross,  at  least.  Ricky  was 
already  a winner  outdoors  but  it  wasn’t  until  Baker  showed  up  that  Ricky  started 
putting  up  undefeated  seasons.  Together,  Baker  and  Carmichael  redefined  what  it 
took  to  be  successful  in  motocross  and  supercross  racing.  Now  Baker  is  hoping  to 
continue  that  trend  with  James  Stewart. 

You’re  now  a world-famous  trainer  but  how  did  you  get  to  this  point? 

AB:  “I’ll  try  and  give  you  the  short  version  but  basically  I grew  up  in  South  Africa  and 
I was  a personal  trainer.  Gosh,  I’ve  been  doing  it  all  my  [adult]  life,  going  to  London 
and  working  in  gyms  there  in  order  to  get  qualified  and  then  went  around  Europe  and 
sort  of  did  the  wild  thing  there.  When  I returned  from  that  I got  involved  in  mountain 
biking  and  it  went  quicker  than  I thought.  I thought  I’d  be  in  South  Africa  for  a while 
but  things  turned  around  quicker  than  I predicted  with  my  initial  deal  into  mountain 
biking.  I quickly  went  to  Europe  and  then  to  America  to  expand  my  horizon  in  that 
field  and  to  try  to  do  it  full-time.  I ended  up  racing  mountain  bikes  and  road  bikes 
professionally  for  about  five  years. 

“But  my  main  focus  was  mountain  biking  and  that’s  actually  what  brought  me  to 
the  States  - to  race  mountain  bikes  and  also  to  try  and  get  into  the  Olympics. 

I qualified  for  the  Olympics  but  my  country  pulled  out  at  the  last  minute  so  that  kind 
of  ruined  that  dream.  Shortly  after  I finished  up  with  the  cycling  deal  and  the 
mountain  biking.  I made  friends  with  Johnny  O’Mara  and  he  knew  my  background 
and  introduced  me  to  Ricky.  He  knew  I was  a personal  trainer  and  the  timing  was 
right  at  that  stage.  Ricky  needed  someone  full-time  so  we  worked  something  out 
and  in  2000  I moved  over  to  Florida  to  start  with  Ricky. 

“And  it  wasn’t  just  my  personal  training  background  that  helped,  I learned  a lot 
about  preparing  for  races  and  things  like  that  when  I was  cycling.  Your  body  has  to 
be  in  good  condition  and  you’ve  got  to  know  how  to  fine  tune  that  and  get  along 
with  the  stresses  of  travel  and  all  of  that.  It  all  seemed  to  gel  pretty  well  with  the 
motorsport  industry  which  at  that  point  hadn’t  really  been  into  this  kind  of  training. 
No-one  had  really  good  structure  and  planning.  My  plan  with  Ricky  gelled  really  well 
and  it  was  an  amazing  eight  years.” 

You’ve  been  half  credited  for  causing  the  entire  industry  to  turn  upside-down. 
When  you  joined  Ricky  all  of  a sudden  everyone  else  had  to  start  taking  training  a 
lot  more  seriously  to  be  competitive. 

AB:  “Yeah,  I think  so.  There  are  a lot  of  pieces  to  the  puzzle  and  each  guy’s  different 
but  I think  the  sport  has  elevated  and  I think  Ricky  was  key  in  that  elevation.  You  had 
a guy  that  could  ride  and  he  was  real  quick  but  the  biggest  thing  about  Ricky  was 


that  he  knew  his  shortfall  was  his  fitness.  He  knew  it  needed  to  be  fixed  and  he  took 
a big  step  when  he  fixed  it.  We  worked  well  together  and  then,  yes,  it  was  a turning 
point  where  all  the  other  riders  thought  ‘man,  we  need  that,  too’.  I think  it  was  a good 
direction  for  the  sport  because  it  was  a professional  deal  and  the  teams  put  in  a lot 
of  money  and  effort  and  the  rider  has  accountability  to  that.  He  needs  to  be  taking 
care  of  himself  and  showing  how  serious  he  is  towards  gaining  the  goals,  too.” 

I’ve  heard  it  said  in  the  pits  that  now  that  James  is  out  and  now  that  Ricky’s 
retired,  the  two  guys  that  are  battling  it  out  at  the  top  of  supercross  aren’t  in  the  kind 
of  shape  they  could  be  in  but  that’s  okay  because  they’re  just  so  much  better  than 
everyone  else  right  now... 

AB:  “It’s  just  human  nature.  You’re  only  going  to  do  as  much  as  what  you  need  to  do 
to  get  the  job  done.  It’s  just  a human  fault.  Not  many  will  take  the  initiative  to  try  and 
raise  that  bar.  But  the  guys  that  do  that  are  the  very  dominant  guys  like  Ricky  was. 
But  it’s  a tough  sport  anyway  and  training’s  not  easy.  Not  everyone  can  do  it  at  that 
level  and  when  you  lose  two  top  guys  out  of  the  season,  most  guys  in  their  situation 
are  going  to  decide  they  can  relax  a little  bit  and  that’s  just  the  way  it  is.  It’s  always 
been  like  this,  though. 

“When  Johnny  O’Mara  and  Ricky  Johnson  and  Jeff  Ward  and  those  guys 
fazed  out,  there  was  a little  bit  of  a lapse  back  then  where  the  guys  weren’t  taking 
training  as  seriously.  I mean,  McGrath  was  unbelievably  talented  and  really  didn’t 
need  to  do  much.” 

There  were  stories  of  McGrath  in  1993  and  1994  sitting  and  signing 
autographs  with  his  team-mates  - Jeff  Stanton,  Doug  Henry  and  Steve  Lamson  - 
while  eating  a bag  of  Chips  Ahoy  cookies  on  race  night. 

AB:  “And  guys  that  have  that  immense  talent,  it’s  hard  to  beat  sometimes.  Stanton 
was  a hard  worker  and  it  paid  off  for  him  but  McGrath  had  that  really  natural  talent. 
Ricky  wasn’t  a natural  supercross  rider.  We  always  knew  that.  But  look  how  well  he 
did  because  he  applied  himself. 

“But  if  he  didn’t  have  any  competition  he  may  not  have  had  to  apply  himself  so 
hard  and  you’ve  kind  of  got  to  gauge  your  level  on  where  your  competition  is  and 
who  raises  that  level.” 

It’s  not  like  Carmichael  needed  to  be  in  better  shape  to  win.  He  won  a lot 
before  he  was  in  shape.  He  was  a chubby  dude.  But  when  he  got  into  shape  he 
started  winning  everything.  He  had  the  two  24-0  national  seasons  and  never  lost  a 
supercross  title  after  that.  That’s  really  the  difference,  right? 

AB:  “Yeah  and  that’s  the  thing.  With  better  preparation  your  consistency  is  so  much 
better  and  that  level  is  just  so  much  higher.  I don’t  want  to  rip  anyone  off  who’s 
racing  right  now  but  to  me  I would’ve  thought  Chad  should’ve  won  every  race  this 
year,  you  know?” 

James  Stewart  is  hoping  some  of 
Aldon’s  magic  will  rub  off  on  him 


I think  he  planned  on  it  until  a few  races  ago... 

AB:  “People  wonder  how  Ricky  won  all  those  races  and  won  all  of  those  in  a 
row  and  that  was  simply  because  he  never  got  lax  and  his  approach  and  his 
planning  was  done  right  and  he  followed  it  through.  It  for  sure  showed.” 

It’s  as  if  his  training  wasn’t  really  based  on  his  competition  but  rather 
what  he  felt  he  was  capable  of... 

AB:  “Exactly.  That  was  the  key.  Ricky  was  out  there  to  prove  himself  and  better 
himself.  Everything  was  racing  against  him  and  no-one  else.  So  then  it  was  just 
about  going  out  there  and  riding  your  best  according  to  how  you  prepared  and 
then  we’d  learn  stuff  off  of  that  and  then  go  along  and  re-check  and  recover 
and  try  and  continually  improve.  I think  Ricky  got  better  and  better  and  better 
through  all  of  that.  Even  in  the  year  that  he  retired  he  was  still  faster.  He  got 
better  and  better  every  year.” 

How  did  the  relationship  with  James  Stewart  come  about  this  year? 

For  years  you  were  trying  to  beat  James  so  that  must  be  a little  weird. 

AB:  “He  called  me.  I would’ve  never,  ever  thought  that  I would’ve  worked  with 
James.  It  would’ve  never  been  in  my  plan.  Everyone  knew  Ricky  was  retiring  so 
my  thought  was  that  I had  to  take  on  someone  else  but  I was  working  with 
Ben  [Townley]  and  ideally  I was  looking  at  Ben  just  becoming  my  premier  guy 
and  that  would  be  it.  It  ended  up  that  it  couldn’t  work  out  with  Ben.  We  tried 
to  get  things  sorted  out  but  we  couldn’t  get  that  squared  up  and  that’s  pretty 
much  the  way  it  was  going  to  be  and  then  I got  a call  from  James.  It  was  very 
unique  because  I was  wondering  who  I was  going  to  call  or  what  I was  going  to 
do.  I had  options  to  work  a lot  more  with  Nicky  [Hayden]  and  just  go  more  into 
road  racing  and  I thought  that’s  what  I was  going  to  do  but  then  James 
approached  me. 

“At  first  I was  saying  ‘I  don’t  know  about  this,  I don’t  know  if  he’s  ready  or  if 
he’s  got  what  it  takes  to  listen  and  to  do  all  the  things  it  takes  that  my  plan 
would  require’.  Anyway,  we  met  up  twice  and  I saw  where  he  was  at  and  he 
had  had  time  off  to  think  and  to  decide  what  he  wanted  to  do  and  what  was 
going  on  and  where  he  had  made  mistakes  and  he  gave  Ricky  a lot  of  credit. 
He  knew  that  Ricky  needed  my  help  and  he  felt  that  he  needed  the  same 
help.  He  knew  mine  and  Ricky’s  deal  had  come  to  an  end  and  that  was  the 
lead-in.  The  rest  is  history.  It  was  very  unique  and  cool  how  things  turned 
around  there.” 

You  were  with  Carmichael  when  he  went  through  his  knee  injury  in  2004. 
How  much  of  that  experience  has  helped  James  with  his  knee  injury  now? 

AB:  “A  lot.  Gosh,  knees  are  becoming  a thing  for  me.  Ben  also  had  a full  knee 
reconstruction.  James’  isn’t  that  bad  but  I definitely  feel  like  I’ve  got  a lot  of 
experience  on  the  knees.  When  I first  started  with  James  I said  ‘what  about 
your  injuries?  How  is  your  knee  from  that  previous  deal?’  and  he  said  ‘well,  I 
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We  won’t  know  how  well  Aldon  and 
Stewart  work  together  until  the 
Kawasaki  rider’s  back  from  injury 


haven’t  had  an  ACL  for  a long  time’.  I was  like  ‘wow  - how  have  you  been 
riding  without  an  ACL?’.  Obviously,  it  hasn’t  been  ideal  but  he  said  that  he  knew 
it  would  take  four  months  to  repair  at  least  and  when  it  happened  before,  they 
were  kind  of  in  two  minds  about  letting  it  heal  up  on  its  own  since  the  ACL  was 
already  gone  or  getting  it  fixed.  So  we  started  getting  training  last  year  and 
everything  was  looking  fine  for  supercross  but  then  we  had  that  little  accident 
right  before  Christmas  and  that  was  it.  It  all  changed.  Then  it  was  like  ‘now,  it 
has  to  be  done  properly’. 

James  is  on  schedule  for  the  Nationals  now,  right? 

AB::  “Yeah,  right  now.  He  had  some  testing  done  last  week  and  everything 
looks  really  good  with  the  graft  and  there  are  no  problems.  We  look  like  we’re 
good  to  go.  But  ideally  you’d  want  more  time.  The  best  is  a full  six  months  like 
Ricky  had.  That’s  ideal.  As  much  as  you  can  see  on  an  MRI,  you  can’t  really 
see  how  the  blood  is  going  through  there  and  how  things  are  really  looking.  But 
he’s  pretty  much  on  schedule  to  start  the  outdoors  and  he’ll  probably  start  next 
week  [May  1]  riding  a motorcycle.  It  would  be  nice  to  have  another  month, 
though.  He’s  getting  stronger  and  stronger  every  week  but  you  want  more  just 
to  have  some  extra  protection.  But  the  schedule  doesn’t  allow  that.” 

He  is  the  kind  of  guy  that,  potentially  at  least,  could  miss  the  opening 
round  and  possibly  still  win  the  title.  Had  you  guys  considered  that? 

AB:  Yes,  we  did.  Originally  we  thought  he  may  even  miss  two  rounds.  But  that 
depended  on  how  the  repair  went  and  the  strength  tests  that  we  do.  He’s 
actually  well  ahead  so  that’s  really  positive.  But  that’s  still  a possibility  [missing 
the  first  race  or  two]  because  we  still  have  to  see  when  he  gets  on  the 
motorcycle  how  he’s  feeling.  If  there  are  any  aches  or  pains  we’ll  have  to  shut  it 
down.  We’ve  come  this  far  so  we  don’t  want  to  create  bigger  problems.  We  just 
don’t  want  to  jeopardize  the  long-term  plan.” 


ALDON  BAKER 
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DOWN  TO 
THE  WIRE! 


REED’S  IN  THE  DRIVING  SEAT  BUT  K-DUB’S  STILL 
IN  RANGE  AS  THE  AMA  SUPERCROSS  FIGHT 
GOES  ALL  THE  WAY  TO  VEGAS 
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Kevin  Windham’s  still  in  with  a shot  at  the 
title  with  just  the  final  round  in  Vegas  to  go 


About  halfway  through  the  Monster  Energy/ 
AMA  SX  Championship  it  was  pretty  well 
understood  that  if  anyone  was  going  to  have 
a shot  at  the  title  it  would  only  be  because  San 
Manuel  Yamaha’s  Chad  Reed  let  them  have  a shot 
at  it.  Now,  as  the  series  winds  down,  he’s  done 
exactly  that... 

In  Dallas,  where  Reed  has  always  been  pretty 
dominant,  Monster  Energy  Kawasaki’s  Travis 
Preston  grabs  the  holeshot,  only  to  be  immediately 
overtaken  by  Reed  who  speeds  off  with  what  seems 
to  be  an  easy  victory  over  Yamaha’s  Josh  Hill, 

Honda  Red  Bull  Racing’s  Davi  Millsaps  and  Reed’s 
championship  rival,  Torco  Racing  Fuels  Honda’s 
Kevin  Windham. 

“I’ve  had  a lot  of  good  memories  here,”  Reed 
says.  “My  favourite  one  is  probably  in  ’03  - I was  on 
top  of  my  game  and  I’d  won  around  four  or  five 
straight  and  we  came  out  and  beat  up  on  RC.  That 
was  the  good  old  days.  My  motorcycle  that  year  was 


unbelievable  and  he  was  struggling.  I feel  like  I’ve 
given  a lot  of  wins  away  this  year  - four  to  be  exact 
- and  we’re  just  trying  to  go  out  there  and  win  this 
title.  Tonight  was  awesome.  I’m  so  happy  for  Josh 
Hill  to  get  up  here  and  put  Yamaha  1-2.” 

Reed  holds  a lead  of  27  points  after  Dallas. 
“Yeah,  it  should  be  a hell  of  a lot  more  but  I made  a 
lot  of  mistakes,”  Reed  says.  “I  really  want  to  win  this 
title  and  before  this  season  started  we  did  our  work 
and  put  our  heads  down  and  we  never  shied  away 
from  the  goal.  We  lost  a competitor  [James  Stewart] 
but  we’re  still  out  there  fighting  for  this  thing  and 
that’s  all  that  counts.” 

Speaking  of  making  mistakes,  when  the  series 
heads  to  the  next  round  in  Detroit,  Reed  goes  down 
in  a heap  in  the  track’s  rhythm  section  during  the 
first  practice  of  the  day  and  is  carted  off  coughing 
up  blood.  Taken  by  ambulance  to  the  hospital,  he’s 
diagnosed  with  a broken  right  scapula  and  badly 
bruised  lungs. 


“When  I hit  the  ground  I just  thought  it  was  over,” 
Reed  admits.  “It  wasn’t  necessarily  the  pain  - the 
pain  hadn’t  really  set  in  at  that  point  - but  when  I hit 
the  ground  and  was  trying  to  get  my  breath  I was 
just  gurgling  blood  and  it  just  kept  coming  out  of  my 
mouth.  I was  freaking  out,  you  know?  Throughout 
my  career  it’s  not  abnormal  for  me  to  hit  my  chest  or 
something  and  then  cough  up  some  blood  but  this 
wasn’t  coughing  up  blood,  it  was  actually  running 
out.  I couldn’t  stop  it  and  it  kind  of  freaked  me  out.” 

Amazingly,  he’s  cleared  to  race  but  he  can’t  even 
make  it  three  laps  in  his  heat  before  being  forced  to 
pull  out  in  pain.  He  does  the  same  in  the  LCQ  and 
is  forced  to  use  a provisional  to  get  into  the  Main. 

To  compound  the  issue  he  crashes  in  the  first  turn  of 
the  Main  Event.  Fortunately  for  Reed,  Windham  isn’t 
near  the  front  as  he  starts  at  the  tail  end  of  the  top 
10  and  begins  to  work  his  way  forward. 

K-Dub  eventually  finds  his  way  up  to  third, 
missing  out  on  a huge  opportunity  to  make  up  t 
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points  on  Reed  who  miraculously  finishes  12th  to 
lose  only  1 1 points  to  Windham. 

“I  rode  behind  me  a little  bit  in  the  beginning  and 
then  I was  able  to  open  up  a gap  on  [Josh]  Hill,” 
Windham  says.  “Those  whoops  were  brutal  and  the 
track  was  tough  and  I made  a couple  mistakes.  It’s 
just  been  an  up-and-down  battle  all  day  trying  to 
keep  myself  calm.” 

Reed  is  much  more  optimistic,  though, 
considering  how  bad  things  could’ve  been  and  how 
things  turned  out.  “It  was  a really  difficult  and  tough 
weekend  but  to  leave  still  16  points  in  the  lead  is 
pretty  amazing.  I was  just  looking  forward  to  leaving 
with  maybe  a three-point  lead.” 

By  St  Louis  the  following  week  it  seems  that 
Windham’s  advantage  is  already  dwindling.  Despite 
his  week-old  injury,  Reed  grabs  the  holeshot  and 
leads  the  first  three  laps  before  Windham  can  find 
his  way  by  to  take  the  win.  Reed  still  holds  onto 
second,  meaning  that  Windham  only  makes  up 
three  points  in  the  race. 

“I  was  a long  way  from  1 00  per  cent,”  Reed  says. 
“Going  from  12th  [last  week]  to  second  [this  week]  is 
huge  for  me.  We  had  an  awesome  week.  I was  back 
and  forth  from  LA  to  Temecula,  just  trying  to  see 
doctors  and  trying  to  just  get  everything  taken  care 
of.  Last  weekend  was  just  survival,  this  weekend  I 


felt  pretty  good  in  practice  and  I was  on  the  top 
until  like  two  laps  from  the  end  and  that  was  kind 
of  surprising. 

“The  track  just  got  really  gnarly  in  the  Main  Event 
and  the  whoops  were  really  tough  and  I couldn’t 
hang  with  K-Dub  in  the  whoops  so  it  just  wasn’t 
worth  it  for  me.  I had  to  let  go  of  my  pride  and  look 
at  the  bigger  picture  and  that’s  tough.  I felt  for  the 
rest  of  the  track  I had  what  it  took  to  win,  I just  didn’t 
have  what  it  took  in  the  whoops.” 

At  the  penultimate  round  of  the  series  in  Seattle, 
Reed  suffers  another  setback  as  Windham  takes  the 
lead  right  off  the  start  and  Reed  falls  in  the  first  turn. 
However,  about  three  laps  in  while  by  himself  out 
front,  Windham  gets  a haybale  cover  sucked  into  his 
rear  wheel  and  he’s  forced  to  stop  and  remove  it 
before  continuing.  He  loses  five  spots  and  sits  sixth. 
At  this  point  Reed  has  already  caught  up  to  12th 
and  can  see  Windham. 

The  chase  is  on  as  Windham  dices  his  way  by  his 
team-mate  Josh  Grant  (in  his  450cc  debut)  for 
fourth,  then  by  Monster  Energy  Kawasaki’s  Timmy 
Ferry  for  third.  By  now  Reed  is  working  on  Grant  for 
fifth.  Then  Windham  catches  and  passes  Millsaps 
for  second  and  then  Short  for  the  lead  with  only  two 
laps  to  go.  At  this  point  Reed  is  passing  Ferry  for 
fourth,  then  he  blows  by  Millsaps  for  third  with  only 


one  lap  left  to  run.  On  the  last  lap,  Reed 
block-passes  Short  for  second,  only  for  Short  to 
come  right  back  at  him  and  nearly  knock  him  off  the 
track.  Reed  finally  seals  the  deal  and  passes  Short 
for  second  in  the  last  turn  of  the  race,  once  again 
minimizing  Windham’s  points  gain  on  the  weekend 
despite  a heroic  effort  from  the  Honda  rider. 

Reed  isn’t  happy  with  the  ‘team  tactics’  he  saw  in 
Short’s  move  on  the  last  lap.  “I’ve  been  around 
racing  all  my  life  - since  I was  three  years  old  - and 
I would  expect  my  team  to  do  the  same  thing  if  we 
had  the  numbers,”  Reed  says.  “I’m  outnumbered 
and  I understand  that  and  I applaud  them  [Honda] 
for  that.  When  you  want  to  win  a title  you’ve  got  to 
do  what  it  takes  but  there’s  team  tactics  and  then 
there’s  dirty  riding  and  I just  can’t  wait  until  next 
week.  It’s  going  to  be  fun  in  Vegas.  I can’t  wait.” 

Windham  is  happy  with  his  win  but  unhappy 
about  the  10-point  gap  going  into  the  season  finale. 
“I  want  the  championship  and  tonight  was  probably 
one  of  the  best  opportunities  to  get  it.  It  was  a great 
night  of  racing  and  I think  this  is  a race  that’s  going 
to  be  talked  about  for  some  time  - both  with  Chad 
coming  through  the  pack  and  that  bale.  I mean, 
when  was  the  last  time  you  saw  somebody  come 
back  to  win  after  getting  off  and  digging  a bale  out 
of  his  rear  wheel?  It  was  a crazy  race.” 


Timmy  Ferry’s  sixth 
with  one  round  to  go 


FINAL  SERIES 
STANDINGS 

1 

Chad  Reed 

340  points 

2 

Kevin  Windham 

330 

3 

Davi  Millsaps 

262 

4 

Andrew  Short 

261 

5 

Josh  Hill 

210 

6 

Timmy  Ferry 

206 

7 

Nate  Ramsey 

173 

8 

David  Vuillemin 

158 

9 

Nick  Wey 

144 

10 

Paul  Carpenter 

136 
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business  and  now  he  passes  on  some  top-secret  trade  secrets  in 
this  easy  to  navigate  CD-Rom  which  also  features  bonus  PC 
wallpapers,  screen  savers  and  much,  much  more... 
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Price  includes  postage  and  packing,  please  allow  7 working  days  for  delivery 


TWINPEAKS! 

IT’S  CANARD  IN  THE  EAST  AND  LAWRENCE  IN  THE  WEST 

By  the  time  the  Lites  East  series  hits  Dallas  the  pressure’s  firmly 
on  Torco  Racing  Fuels  Honda’s  Trey  Canard  who  makes  life  even 
harder  for  himself  when  he  goes  down  on  the  opening  lap  and  is 
forced  to  fight  his  way  through  the  pack  while  his  team-mate  Josh 
Grant  grabs  the  lead  off  the  start. 

However,  Grant’s  lead  only  lasts  a couple  of  laps  before  he 
stalls  his  bike  coming  out  of  a turn,  handing  the  lead  to 
previous-round  winner  Ryan  Villopoto  of  the  Monster  Energy/ 

Pro  Circuit  Kawasaki  squad.  Villopoto  leads  the  remaining  13  laps 
and  Canard  catches  back  up  to  fourth,  duplicating  the  previous 
round’s  top  four. 

“The  beginning  of  the  season  wasn’t  good  at  all,”  Villopoto 
says.  “I  just  worked  on  it  and  worked  on  it  and  finally  I’m  close  to 
where  I was  last  year.” 

Still,  Villopoto  sits  17  points  behind  Canard  with  only  two 
rounds  left  to  run.  Then  comes  Detroit  and  Villopoto  grabs  the 
holeshot  while  Canard  sits  second.  Canard  runs  second  for  about 
half  the  race  before  the  pressure  gets  to  him  and  he  goes  down. 
To  make  matters  worse,  he  can’t  re-start  the  bike  and  he’s  lapped 
by  Villopoto  as  he’s  sitting  there.  Heroically,  he  manages  to  catch 
back  up  to  10th  place  but  the  damage  is  done. 

With  the  win  by  Villopoto,  he  now  only  trails  Canard  by  three 
points  going  into  the  Lites  East  finale  in  St  Louis.  Since  both 
Canard  and  Villopoto  hold  three  wins  and  since  the  first 
tie-breaker  goes  to  the  person  with  the  most  wins,  the  basic 
story  for  the  finale  is  that  whoever  wins  gets  the  title. 

Villopoto’s  team-mate  Branden  Jesseman  actually  grabs  the 
early  lead  in  St  Louis  with  Canard  second,  Grant  third  and 
Villopoto  fourth.  Villopoto  finds  his  way  around  Grant  and  Canard 
gets  around  Jesseman  but  just  as  Canard  grabs  the  lead, 

Villopoto  steals  it.  For  the  next  two  laps  Villopoto  looks  to  be 
pulling  away  and  then  Canard  makes  a push,  catches  Villopoto 
and  then  on  lap  seven,  right  before  the  finish,  Canard  dives  to  the 
inside  of  Villopoto  and  the  two  hit  with  Villopoto  flying  off  the  track 
and  into  the  finish-line  pole. 

Just  like  that,  the  championship  is  decided.  Canard  takes  the 
win  and  the  title  while  Villopoto  recovers  for  fourth  behind 
Jesseman  and  Grant. 


“I  just  go  do  my  best  and  the  outcome  happens  how  it 
happens,”  Canard  says.  “I  felt  kind  of  bad  that  Ryan  went  down 
but  I would  expect  him  to  do  the  same  thing  to  me  and  that’s 
racing.  I didn’t  mean  to  take  him  out  but  it  was  a good  race.  I think 
he  could’ve  stopped  and  saved  it  but  that’s  how  it  happened  and 
that’s  over  now  so  we’ll  just  concentrate  on  the  future.” 

The  following  week  the  Lites  West  return  to  action  with  Boost 
Mobile/Yamaha  of  Troy’s  Jason  Lawrence  sporting  a six-point  lead 
on  Rockstar/Makita  Suzuki  phenom  Ryan  Dungey.  For  Dungey  to 
win  the  title  he  must  win  the  race  and  hope  that  Lawrence  finishes 
off  the  podium. 

Dungey  does  his  part.  He  grabs  the  lead  off  the  start  and  leads 
every  lap  of  the  Main  Event.  However,  Lawrence  does  his  part. 
After  starting  fourth,  he  passes  his  way  quickly  into  second  and 
that’s  where  he  stays  to  the  finish,  winning  his  first  professional 
championship.  Yamaha’s  Broc  Hepler  finishes  third. 

“I  slowed  it  up  a lot  [late  in  the  race],”  Lawrence  says.  “I  was 
super-lucky  to  have  Hepler  there  right  behind  me  because 
Yamaha  wants  a championship  and  Hepler  was  willing  to  help  me 
out.  That  just  made  me  so  much  more  comfortable  with  him  right 
behind  me  as  a blocker  or  whatever  it  was.  But  as  it  turned  out, 
no-one  caught  him  and  he  didn’t  have  to  do  much.  That  helped  to 
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SOBSTORY! 

LONG  HOURS,  MISSED  MEALS,  ENDLESS  TRAVELLING 
AND  PRIMA  DONNA  RIDERS  - LIFE  AS  A FACTORY 
MECHANIC  SURE  SUCKS... 


With  the  Monster  Energy  AMA  SX  series  winding  down,  the  riders  and  They  ride  a little  bit  and  you  guys  go  through  the  day  trying  out  all  sorts  of 
teams  are  pretty  much  thinking  about  redemption  and  whether  or  not  things  that  looked  good  on  the  dyno  and  on  paper  but  in  the  end  it’s  all 
it  will  come  in  the  form  of  the  outdoor  motocross  series.  “unrideable”  and  the  rider  goes  back  to  the  settings  that  he  has  always  liked. 

For  the  riders  - unless  you’re  Chad  Reed  or  Kevin  Windham  - the  So  after  a day  of  accomplishing  very  little  outside  of  the  fact  that  you’re  dirty, 

supercross  series  just  really  didn’t  go  your  way  and  you  need  the  outdoor  smelly  and  hungry  (the  rider  ate  his  lunch  while  you  worked  on  his  bike,  you 

season  to  go  well  for  you  so  that  nobody  repos  your  Lambo  and  you  can  keep  never  got  a chance)  you  head  back  to  the  shop  to  see  that  the  motor  that  you 

on  living  the  good  life.  shipped  back  from  the  supercross  arrived  and  now  you  have  to  go  through  it 

As  a mechanic  for  12  years  (five  of  those  being  for  factory  KTM  and  and  ship  it  back  tomorrow.  You  grab  a can  of  Monster  because  you  know  it’s 

Yamaha)  I hated  this  time  of  the  season.  You’re  still  travelling  to  the  races  and  going  to  be  a looooong  night.  This  day  usually  ends  up  being  15  hours, 

doing  regular  maintenance  on  your  SX  bike  but  now  you  have  the  task  of  Wednesday:  Another  beautiful  day  of  outdoor  testing  that  begins  at  the  butt 

building  an  outdoor  machine  and  going  testing  during  the  week. 

Let  me  take  you  guys  through  what  your  average  factory  wrench 
goes  through  in  a week  of  SX/MX... 

Thursday:  Fly  across  the  country  (because  at  this  point,  the 
southern  California  races  are  done)  and  put  your  watch  three 
hours  early.  The  time  thing  is  important  here  in  a little  bit.  Elbow 
a little  lady  out  of  the  way  to  get  your  bag  that’s  filled  with  parts 
that  you  are  bringing  to  the  race  for  stock  in  the  semi  - it  only 
weighs  70lbs,  no  big  deal.  Take  monorail  from  airport  to  rental 
car  place,  wait  in  line  for  your  car,  then  walk  to  your  car  which  is 
always  as  far  away  from  the  counter  as  humanly  possible.  Your 
arms  are  killing  you  from  the  bag  of  shocks  and  forks  that  you’re 
no  doubt  carrying.  Get  to  your  hotel  and  have  a bit  of  supper 
there.  After  supper  go  outside  and  unload  semi  and  strip  your 
bike  down  to  the  frame  and  soak  all  your  bolts  and  decide  what 
you  need  to  do  tomorrow.  Remember  what  I said  about  your 
watch?  Well  the  time  change  makes  it  hard  to  fall  to  sleep  and 
you  eventually  drift  off  around  3am... 

Friday:  ...only  to  awaken  just  a few  hours  later  to  go  and  start 
building  your  motorcycle!  With  your  body  all  whacked  out  with 
the  time  change,  you  stumble  out  to  the  truck  and  start 
assembling  what  you  hope  will  be  the  winning  bike  the  next  night 
(very  unlikely  unless  your  rider’s  first  name  is  Chad  and  last 
name  is  Reed).  As  you  build  your  bike  this  might  be  the  most  at 
peace  that  you’re  at  all  week  (not  at  the  shop  where  people  are 
bugging  you  and  yelling  at  you  for  some  dumb  thing  you  did,  not 
at  the  track  where  it’s  always  hectic),  just  you  and  your  bike  and 
all  the  free  and  new  parts  you  need!  As  you  throw  things  away 
that  would  make  your  local  riding  buddies  sick,  you  make  a note 
of  what  you  need  to  do  in  the  coming  weeks  to  stay  on  schedule 
with  everything.  The  day  wraps  up  around  the  10-hour  mark  with 
the  wiring  of  the  grips.  At  least  that  always  ended  up  being  the 
last  thing  I did  on  the  bike. 

Saturday:  The  day  of  the  race  and  it’s  a very,  very  busy 
16-hour  day  with  lots  of  changes  to  the  bike  when  your  rider, 
seeing  himself  well  off  the  pace,  declares  his  bike  “unrideable” 
and  you  have  to  be  the  monkey  to  his  ringmaster. 

Sunday:  Your  day  off  (if  you  count  four  hours  of  sleep,  an 
early  morning  flight  and  another  three-hour  time  change  as  a 
day  off)!  When  you  do  get  home  you’re  so  beat  from  the  night 
before  that  you  just  lie  on  the  couch  like  a zombie  from 
28  Days  Later. 

Monday:  Go  to  the  workshop  and  prepare  your  outdoor  MX 
machine  for  testing  on  Tuesday  with  your  rider.  When  you  finish 
the  three  or  four  hours  of  prep  and  get  all  the  parts  together  that 
you  need  for  the  next  day’s  testing,  you  now  have  to  rebuild  your 
brakes  from  the  weekend,  grease  the  linkage  and  keep  up  on 
your  SX  schedule.  This  is  not  so  bad  - only  nine  hours  or  so. 

Tuesday:  Get  up  at  the  crack  of  dawn  and  get  down  to  the 
race  shop  so  that  you  can  drive  the  test  truck  to  some  track 
that’s  out  in  the  middle  of  the  desert.  This  track  is  so  far  out  in 
the  middle  of  nowhere  that  if  your  truck  broke  down  it  wouldn’t 
be  long  before  the  coyotes  and  mountain  lions  got  you  and 
somebody  someday  would  find  your  skeleton  with  a fanny  pack 
on.  Your  van  is  already  loaded  with  everything  you  need  and  when  you  finish  crack  of  dawn  and  it  doesn’t  matter  that  you  were  at  the  shop  rebuilding  your 

the  drive  you  immediately  unload  everything  because  the  rider  is  due  at  the  motor  until  11pm,  the  rider  needs  to  get  going  on  settings  that  will,  inevitably, 

track  at  10am.  So  you  wait  and  then  wait  some  more  because  one  thing  I’ve  suck  poo.  So  in  the  hot  sun  you  go  and  you  have  your  stop  watches  ready  to 

learned  is  that  the  riders  will  pretty  much  show  up  when  they  want.  In  all  my  figure  out  whether  or  not  your  settings  actually  work.  This  is  really  the  only  way 

years  of  being  a mechanic  and  testing,  David  Vuillemin  is  the  only  guy  that  to  tell  if  your  rider  is  enjoying  your  settings.  The  problem  being  is  the  track 
always  showed  up  at  the  planned  time.  So  as  you  sit  on  the  bumper  and  think  changes  so  fast  and  often  that  when  you  do  make  a change  in  the  morning,  the 

about  all  the  extra  sleep  you  could’ve  had,  the  rider  rolls  up  in  some  sort  of  track  is  totally  different  by  the  afternoon, 

vehicle  that’s  worth  more  than  you  make  in  a year.  They  don’t  drive  to  the  track  All  in  all  I hope  one  thing  is  clear  here  - you  have  to  love  this 
though  - the  wife/girlfriend/gear-guy/man-friend  drives  while  they  sleep.  sport  to  do  it  and  all  the  mechanics  should  get  their  heads  checked. 


RADIO  AMERICA 


| medical  milway 

Alan  Milway  is  a qualified  sports 
scientist  who  runs  MX  Fitness 
specialising  in  training 
motocross  and  enduro  riders. 
For  more  information  on  how 
Alan  can  help  you  train  go  to  his 
website  www.mxfitness.co.uk 
or  call  him  on  07810  827427 


RIDING  OFF-ROAD  IS  EASY  PEASY,  RIGHT?  AFTER  ALL  IT’S  THE  BIKE  THAT  DOES  ALL  THE  WORK. 
SO  WHY  IS  IT  A 15-MINUTE  MOTO  IS  EVEN  MORE  INTENSE  THAN  CROSS-COUNTRY  SKIING, 
WIDELY  REGARDED  AS  THE  DADDY  OF  ALL  EXERCISE? 


Words  by  Alan  Milway 


After  peeling  yourself  off  the  bike, 

removing  your  helmet  and  slumping  into  a 
canvas  chair  it’s  clear  that  what  you’ve 
just  done  was  hard  work  - whether  it  was  a 
motocross  race,  an  enduro  or  just  a 15-minute 
session  at  your  local  practice  track. 

In  order  to  try  and  help  explain  the  physical 
effort  that  goes  hand-in-hand  with  riding  dirt 
bikes  I wore  my  Polar  heart  rate  monitor  while  at 
a practice  track  and  recorded  what  my  heart  was 
doing  to  show  what  an  average  Joe  actually 
goes  through  on  the  bike. 

I may  be  a fitness  trainer  but  I also  ride  dirt 
bikes  and  love  anything  with  two  wheels  - I 
regularly  ride  MX  practice  tracks  in  the  UK  and 
mountain  tracks  and  trails  over  in  the  Alps  on  my 
KTM  250SX-F.  In  order  to  show  the  efforts 
involved  in  just  a practice  session  I wore  the 
heart  rate  monitor  for  a day  at  Wildmoor  practice 
track.  This  is  shown  in  the  heart  rate  trace. 

The  first  thing  that  is  clear  from  the  graph 
are  the  four  ‘peaks’.  These  show  the  15-minute 
sessions  on  the  track.  The  dips  between  these 
are  just  recovering  at  the  van,  milling  about  by 
the  track  watching  the  other  sessions  or  stuffing 
myself  with  a dirty  burger  (only  joking). 


As  is  clear  most  noticeably  in  the  first  peak, 
the  heart  rate  jumps  up  from  a ‘walking’  heart 
rate  of  70bpm  to  160bpm  almost  immediately. 
This  is  a jump  from  35  per  cent  of  my  max  effort 
to  85  per  cent  of  my  max  effort  within  a minute. 

A true  highlight  of  the  need  for  a warm-up  during 
a race  situation  as  it’s  a clear  shock  to  the  body. 

The  heart  rate  remains  at  a very  high  plateau 
for  pretty  much  the  full  duration  of  the  short 
session  and  is  at  over  90  per  cent  of  my 
maximum  heart  rate  for  this  entire  time.  It  then 
falls  back  down  towards  resting  after  the  flag 
came  out  but  doesn’t  drop  down  to  pre-exercise 
levels  - this  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  I didn’t  stay 
still  enough  (I  had  friends  in  the  other  session  to 
take  pics  of  so  it  wasn’t  a ‘proper’  recovery). 

Also,  as  the  day  wore  on,  recovery  became 
harder  and  slower  due  to  fatigue  - heart  rates 
don’t  fall  back  down  as  quickly. 

The  third  moto  shows  a drop  in  heart  rate 
during  the  session.  I had  some  bad  arm  pump  in 
the  sand  and  instead  of  slowing  the  pace  right 
down  I took  a lap  off  and  rested  up  before 
heading  out  again.  This  shows  how  quickly  the 
heart  rate  came  down  with  a break  - testament 
to  the  body’s  ability  to  recover  (the  fourth  moto 


shows  a similar  drop,  only  this  time  it’s  due  to  a 
bike  issue). 

The  most  interesting  point  from  this  relaxed, 
no-pressure  day  is  the  height  my  heart  rate 
reached  - to  go  at  full  effort  of  over  90  per  cent 
maximum  in  a sport  that  is  not  ‘human  powered’ 
shows  the  level  of  effort  required  when  you  are 
just  pushing  yourself  personally.  For  a given 
individual  this  effort  will  come  down  with  an 
improvement  in  technique  and  practice  but  will 
go  back  up  as  you  push  yourself  harder  - in 
effect  it  will  allow  you  to  ride  the  bike  harder  and 
concentrate  on  technique.  If  you  don’t  have  the 
fitness  you  will  simply  not  be  able  to  sustain 
even  a short  exercise  period. 

This  on  its  own  is  interesting  but  I feel  it 
important  to  try  and  draw  comparisons  to 
another  more  traditionally  fitness-based  sport. 

To  do  this  I wore  the  heart  rate  monitor  for  a 
training  session  I did  in  the  Alps.  Cross-country 
skiing  is  deemed  one  of  the  most  aerobically 
challenging  exercises  - even  more  so  than  road 
cycling  as  it  uses  the  upper  body  so  much  as 
well  as  the  legs. 

Snaking  up  from  the  village  I stay  in  during 
the  winter  there  is  a ‘black’  cross  country  route 
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Al’s  motocross  heart  trace... 


that  climbs  and  weaves  through  the  forest  up  to 
the  high  resort  of  Avoriaz.  It  is  a hard  - but 
strangely  satisfying  - slog  for  over  an  hour  and 
rewards  you  with  amazing  views  and  aches  that 
extend  from  glutes  to  triceps!  This  session  was 
one  performed  with  a professional  mountain 
biker  who  had  come  over  for  a training  camp.  He 
was  staying  with  me  and  we  did  this  every 
morning  before  lunch  for  the  week  he  was  there. 

Instead  of  the  ‘up  and  down’  heart  rate  of  the 
sessions  on  the  track,  this  shows  a much 
steadier  effort  throughout  the  exercise  period. 
Where  the  motocross  had  breaks  between  hard 
efforts  this  was  one  long  effort  of  Ihour  15mins. 

The  heart  rates  do  not  reach  the  dizzying 
levels  of  those  reached  on  the  motocross  bike 
but  they  sat  at  an  average  of  over  85  per  cent  of 
my  maximum  - even  with  a dip  in  effort  due  to 
waiting  for  my  training  partner  after  he  crashed! 
The  maximum  heart  rate  was  176BPM  and  close 
to  that  achieved  on  the  bike  but  not  quite. 

To  be  able  to  sit  at  this  high  percentage  of 
my  maximum  is  due  to  good  prior  training  as 
anaerobic  efforts  would  not  allow  you  to  go  for 
so  long  at  these  levels.  Someone  of  lower  fitness 
may  be  able  to  do  the  first  part  of  the  session  at 


the  same  pace  but  then  have  to  reduce  speed 
and  heart  rate  to  allow  them  to  continue. 

The  sustained  effort  feels  hard  and  as  there 
is  nothing  to  focus  on  except  the  path  ahead  the 
perceived  exertion  is  higher  than  doing  laps  in 
the  sand  for  15  minutes,  even  though  the  heart 
rates  do  not  reach  the  same  high  levels.  This 
heart  rate  graph  also  shows  such  a good 
comparison  between  effort  levels  - from  a sport 
deemed  by  some  as  not  fitness-based  to  one 
deemed  the  most  fitness-based,  the  levels  are 
remarkably  similar. 

If  you  are  looking  to  improve  your  riding  and 
racing,  looking  at  this  evidence  should  help 
you  in  deciding  which  exercises  are  most 
appropriate.  Adding  up  the  four  short  motos  I did 
still  tallies  over  an  hour  of  exercise  at  more  than 
85-90  per  cent  of  my  maximum  effort  levels.  It 
would  therefore  make  sense  to  try  and  replicate 
this  in  training  during  the  week  to  prepare  my 
body  for  this  onslaught! 

The  first  thing  you  want  to  do  is  to  improve 
the  duration  at  which  you  can  ride  and  push 
yourself.  An  hour  or  more  of  constant  exercise 
will  help  develop  the  body  not  only  to  withstand 
these  higher  than  normal  levels  but  also  to 


recover  quickly  and  prepare  for  the  next  moto. 
Shorter,  harder  sessions  will  then  let  you  try  and 
raise  this  ceiling  of  sustained  high-intensity  work. 

If  you  are  currently  basing  your  training 
around  the  weights  bench  you  can  see  from  this 
that  you  are  focusing  on  the  wrong  thing  entirely. 
There  is  good  evidence  to  show  benefit  from 
strength  training  - and  it  will  help  greatly. 
However,  cardio  should  be  the  focus,  especially 
if  you  are  limited  with  training  time. 

I used  a Polar  S series  heart  rate  monitor  to 
record,  store  and  download  my  heart  rates.  It 
allows  me  to  analyse  and  see  exactly  what  I am 
doing.  These  models  don’t  come  cheap  but  are  a 
good  benefit  to  me.  They  don’t  have  to  be  used 
to  this  level  though  and  Polar’s  range  starts  at 
simple,  user-friendly  models  that  will  give  you 
valuable  information  as  to  what  your  heart  is 
actually  doing. 

I hope  that  this  has  helped  you  visualise 
what  is  going  on  at  the  track  before  you  slump 
back  in  the  chair  - something  that  is  clearly 
well  deserved! 

• Thanks  to  Polar  - for  info  on  their  range  of 
HRMs  see  www.polar.fi 
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espn  world  champs 


Freestyle  legend  Carey 
Hart  gives  it  big  licks  in 
the  Supermoto  X race 


HE  FIRST-EVER  ESPN  MOTO  X WORLD 
^CHAMPIONSHIP  BRINGS  MOTO  TO  A 
MASSIVE  TV  AUDIENCE 

In  the  history  of  American  motocross  and  supercross 
promotion,  the  emphasis  has  always  been  on  selling 
tickets  but  apparently  this  isn’t  a concern  for  ESPN,  the 
promoters  of  the  Navy  Moto  X World  Championships. 

Very,  very  few  people  show  up  to  watch  the  event  live 
but  why  would  they?  Why  spend  $15  for  parking  and  a 
further  $25  per  ticket  (not  to  mention  the  typical  ridiculous 
food  and  drink  prices)  when  you  can  sit  down  on  your 
couch  and  watch  it  live  on  ESPN  in  high  definition? 

It  seems  nearly  everyone  does  the  latter  and  the  end  result 
is  a crowd  that  can  literally  all  fit  in  the  shade  under  the 
stadium  overhangs  - and  a TV  audience  that  brings  huge 
exposure  to  a number  of  racers  and  riders... 
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CP  High  Compression 

Pistons  from  l?  3*  25 


XcMdyn*  Titanium 

MXW  Camsfwfi  Valves  from  £94.75  cocfi 

Valve  springs  from  £20.50  t#ch 
DLC  vafvr  bucket*  from  £58  00  each 
Titanium  retainers  from  £1 9.50  each 
Copper  valve  guides  from  £ 1 2JS  each 
Copper  valve  seats  from  £14.75  each 


2T  s»enccrs  from  £59.51 


MXW  head  modVtcatSon  from  £150.00 
Copper  valve  seat  installation  £50  00  each 
Pe<ut  valve  seats  £1 5.00  each 


* Engine  plug  kits  from  £29  60 


Clutch  covers 
from  £75.00 


SFS  Hose  sets 

from  £38  SO 


^.Anll 


Engine  plug  l 
Fuel  miiture  screws  £9.95 
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AM  prkn  ♦ VAf 


Dyno  Runs  £35.00  + vat 


SERVICES  WE  OFFER 
#2&4  Stroke  Engine  Tuning  # Gas  Flowed  Heads 
• CDI  Ignition  Mapping  # Fuel  Injection  Mapping 
• Diagnostic  Problems  • Bike  Jet  Setup 
# Valve  Cutting  # Aluminium  Welding 


RELEASE  THE  POWER  OF  YOUR  MOTOR 


Digital  infrared  lap  timer,  1/100  sec, 
100  infrared  channels,  240  memory 
laps,  each  session  display  the  lap 
time  and  the  best  lap,  display  time  in 
absolute  mode  or  difference  +/- 


RELEASE  THE  POWER 
KXF  250  Stage  1 
Gas  Flowed  Head 
Remappable  CDI  Unit 
Fully  Fitted 
Dyno  Tested 
£599.95 

+ Leo  Vince  Full  Ti  Exhaust  94  Db 
£1199.95 


RELEASE  THE  POWER 
KTM  125  Stage  1 
VHM  head 
HGS  Pipe 

Remappable  CDI  Unit 
Fully  Fitted 
Dyno  Tested 
£799.95 

All  Full  Ti  Exhaust  Systems  are  94  Db 


RELEASE  THE  POWER 
KTM  65  Stage  2 Tuning 
Engine  Tune 
Boyesen  Rad  Valve 
VHM  Head 
Fully  Fitted 
Dyno  Tested 
£649.95 


RELEASE  THE  POWER 
CRF  150  Stage  2 
Gas  Flowed  Head 
High  Comp  piston 
Hotcam 

Remappable  CDi  Unit 
Fully  Fitted 
Dyno  Tested 
£995.95 


+ Leo  Vince  Full  Ti  Exhaust  94Db 
£1549.95 


MX  Zone  Unit  20-21  Intercity  Trading  Est  Melksham  Wiltshire  SN12  3DE 
Tel  01225  7911  22  Email  Office@mxzone.co.uk  Fax  01225  791 192  www.mxzone.co.uk 


Kyle  Loza  fails  to  land 
his  Electric  Death 


FREESTYLE 


Former  X Games  gold  medallist  and  Speed 
and  Style  winner  Nate  Adams  is  untouchable  in 
Freestyle.  Unlike  the  X Games,  Freestyle  at 
Moto  X is  a head-to-head  affair  and,  after 
dispatching  Swiss  rider  Mat  Rebaud  in  the 
semis,  Adams  faces  off  against  Jeremy  ‘Twitch’ 
Stenberg  in  the  gold  medal  match  and  he  isn’t  to 
be  denied.  His  93.8  barely  tops  Twitch’s  92, 
leaving  Twitch  with  the  silver. 

And  by  virtue  of  his  wins  in  both  Speed  and 
Style  and  Freestyle,  Adams  is  declared  the 
overall  MXWC  champ  and  wins  a custom  Evel 
Knievel  Harley  Davidson.  “Dude,  I had  no  idea 
that  ESPN  was  even  giving  away  that  custom 
Evel  Knievel  Harley  Davidson  until  they  called 
me  down  to  present  it  to  me,”  Adams  says. 

“I’m  so  stoked  - I’m  going  to  pimp  it  out  with 
some  gold  spoked  rims  and  maybe  even  throw 
an  exhaust  on  that  baby!” 


CYME 
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Arm  pump  pushes  Jeff  Ward 
back  to  third  in  the  SM-X  final 


j 
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SUEERMOTO  X 


BEST  TRICK 


The  first  major  event  of  the  Moto  X World 
Championships  is  Supermoto  X which  is 
originally  scheduled  to  act  additionally  as  the 
opening  round  of  the  AMA  supermoto  series. 
However,  with  the  utter  dominance  shown  by 
Graves  Motorsports  Yamaha’s  Mark  Burkhart  - 
last  year’s  X Games  and  AMA  supermoto 
champion  - some  of  the  riders  are  thanking 
their  lucky  stars  that  this  isn’t  an  AMA  round. 

Burkhart’s  the  only  rider  jumping  a tricky 
triple-triple  section  as  the  track  re-enters  the 
st^lium  and  it  creates  a huge  advantage  on  a 
track  that’s  otherwise  tough  to  pass  on.  In  the 
MaiixEvent  Aussie  KTM  rider  Troy  Herfoss 
grabs  the  holeshot  with  Red  Bull  Honda’s  Jeff 
Ward  in  tow  while  Burkhart’s  near  the  back.  But 
only  a couple  laps  into  the  Main  Burkhart  has 
already  fought  his  way  into  third  - mainly  by 
virtue  of  his  triple-triple  line  - and  is  closing  fast 
on  Herfoss  and  Ward  who  is  the  new  leader. 

Afl^tirkhart  closes  on  Herfoss,  Ward  begins 
to  sujjpr  from  pretty  serious  arm  pump  and 
begins  to  fade.  Burkhart  quickly  finds  his  way 
around  Herfoss  and  then  Ward  and  then  Herfoss 
also  passes  Ward  on  the  final  lap  to  take  the 
silver.  So  Burkhart  is  firmly  established  as  the 
top  supermoto  racer  in  America. 

“There  was  a lot  of  pressure,  running  the 
number  one,”  Burkhart  says.  “Actually,  I didn’t 
every^ant  to  do  it  but  everyone  wanted  me  to  so 
I went  ahead  and  did  it.  The  track  wasn’t  easy 
but  passing  was  pretty  easy  with  that  triple-triple 
so  it  worked  out  well  for  me.” 


1st 
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All  of  the  buzz  surrounding  Best  Trick  seems  to 
follow  last  year’s  a Games  Best  Trick  winner 
Ky!§  Loza.  He  won  X with  a body  varial  and  then 
he^steps  it  up  big  for  the  MXWC,  creating  a trick 
called  ‘Electric  Death’.  The  trick  is  basically  a 
bar-hop  but  instead  of  just  bringing  his  feet  back 
through  the  bars  he  flips  all  the  way  around, 
letting  go  of  the  bike  and  grabbing  back  on. 
Essentially,  it’s  a backflip  where  only  the  rider 
flips  but  the  bike  flies  true  - in  theory.  Loza  has 
never  attempted  the  trick  onto  dirt. 

“I’ve  done  it  into  the  foam  pit  a whole  bunch 
of  times  but  I figured  why  do  it  at  home  when  it 
doesn’t  matter?”  Loza  said.  “I  might  as  well  just 
do  it  here  where  it  counts.  Into  the  foam  pit  I’ve 
landed  it  87  times  in  a row  so  I feel  good 
about  it  but  I’m  just  not  going  to  do  it  on  the  dirt 
until  I have  to.  It’s  not  worth  getting  hurt  before 
the  event.” 

The  event  starts  off  with  last  year’s  big  hype 
Scott  Murray  successfully  pulling  a double 
backflip  - which  he  tried  and  failed  to  do  at  X 
last  year.  This  sets  the  bar  high  and  it  seems 
likely  that  the  only  person  that  can  knock  him  off 
the  top  of  the  rostrum  is  Loza  with  his  Electric 
Death.  But  Loza’s  first  attempt  ends  in  a crash 
as  he  washes  out  upon  landing.  After  Murray  sits 
out  his  second  run  with  no  other  tricks  to  do, 
Loza  makes  a second  attempt  at  the  Electric 
Death  and  the  landing  is  even  worse.  So  in  the 
end  it’s  Murray  with  the  gold,  doing  the  one  trick 
he  knows  how  to  do. 

“Everybody’s  bringing  such  big  tricks,”  Murray 
says.  “I  was  sitting  on  the  sidelines  waiting  for  a 
double-grab  flip  or  any  one  of  these  things  that 
they’re  doing.  The  double  flip  is  two  years  old 
now  so  I honestly  didn’t  know  how  it  was  going 
to  work  out.  I came  here  to  do  it  and  I wanted  to 
stick  it  and  show  everybody  in  America  that  I 
could  do  it.  I’m  happy  to  have  it  over  with.  It’s 
never  a fun  thing  to  sit  there  and  think  about  it 
for  a week  or  three  weeks  or  six  months  in  this 
case.  I’m  definitely  glad  to  get  it  over  with  at  this 
place  and  hopefully  come  Summer  X I can  dial  it 
in  a little  bit  better  and  work  on  something  new.” 


< 
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Rhonda 


4 stroke  CR/RMZ/KXF/YZF 


Hi  comp  pistons  250 
2 & 4 stroke  rings 
Forged  clutch  basket 
Maico  490  piston  kit 
Raptor  1 02mm  piston  kit 
XR  400-440cc  piston  kit 
450  high  comp  piston  kit 
Honda/KTM/Yamaha 


special  parts 

P/kit  CR250  o/s  72mm 

P/kit  YZF400  o/s  13.5-1  94mm 

P/kit  XT600  o/s  101mm 

P/kit  DR350  o/s  83mm 

P/kit  ZR400  o/s  1 1 -1  89mm 

P/kit  XR650  o/s  1 0.25-1  1 02.4mm 

CRF150  high  comp 

CR80/1 25/250  various  thickness 

base  gaskets 


Selection  of  second  hand  models  available 


London  Road,  Swanley,  Kent.  BR8  8BY 
Tel:  01322  662426  / 669469  Fax:  01322  614330 
Web:  http://wiseco.co.uk  Email:  wiseco.uk@eclipse.co.uk 
Tuesday-Friday  9-5.30  Saturday  9-4  Closed  all  day  Monday 


CLYMER. 

WORKSHOP  MANUALS 

Everything  you  need  to  know  from 
Strip  Down  to  Start  Up! 


CLYMER. 


CUTMCC. 


HOSOA 


KAWASAKI 


SUZUKI 


% . "vM 


HONDA  XR600R 
1991-2000 
& XR650L 
1993-2007 


KAWASAKI 

KLR650 

1987-2006 


SUZUKI  DR-Z400E, 
S & SM  2000-2006 


CLYMER.  Available  from  dealers  across  the  UK 

Kuow  how  or  see  the  whole  range  at  www.motohaus.com 


www.motohaus.com 


Motohaus  Powersports  Limited,  PO  Box  7092  Hook  RG29  1 TY 
Tel:  +44  1 256  704909  Email:  sales@motohaus.com 


OFF  ROAD  SUSPENSION  EXCELLENCE 

Struggling  with  suspension  set-up  or  just  looking 
for  that  Elusive  second?  Contact  KAIS  today. 

For  over  25  years  we  have  been  a major 
player  in  the  development  of  suspension  up- 
grades. 


Highest  quality  race  springs  to 

suit  all  weight  of  rider.  most  applications,  designed  to  help 

Prices  from  £47  00  eliminate  fade  and  plushen  feel. 

Ring  to  discuss  your  requirements 

Kais  will  also  re-valve  and 
spring  all  forms  of  standard 
suspension  to  suit  individual 
rider  requirement. 

All  settings  designed  & tested 
on  our  in  house  dyno  facility 


Punchbowl  Garage,  Off  Lombard  Street,  Atherton,  Nr.  Manchester  M46  OLT 

Tel:  +44  (0)  1942  896366  Fax:  +44  (0)  1942  88631 1 

Reg  No:  235  7506  Vat  No:  374  0608  57 


Triple  stage  suspension  valving  and 
pistons  now  available  for  all  bikes. 

Call  Pro-Action  on:  01 977  672400  or  visit  www.pro-action.com 


SUSPENSION  AND  MUTCJPS 


The  Moto  X Racing  win 
goes  to  Broc  Hepler 


RC’s  Step-Up 
challenge  ends 
with  him  being 
driven  off  in 
a cart 


Practice  for  the  Moto  X Racing  event  happens  at 
1 1am  on  Sunday  and  that’s  significant  because 
riders  flying  in  from  the  Detroit  SX  the  previous 
night  don’t  land  until  just  after  10am.  The  result 
is  that  many  of  these  riders  didn’t  actually  get 
much  - if  any  - practice.  However,  by  the  time 
the  gate  drops  for  the  Main  Event  it’s  kind  of  a 
non-issue  as  the  only  rider  who  makes  it  this  far 
who  raced  Detroit  is  MDK  KTM’s  Nick  Wey. 

Red  Bull/TLD  Honda’s  Gavin  Gracyk  gets  the 
holeshot  but  two  turns  later  race  favourite  Jason 
Lawrence,  of  the  Boost  Mobile/Yamaha  of  Troy 
team,  runs  into  Gracyk.  He  goes  down  and 
takes  Gracyk  with  him  leaving  Yamaha’s  Broc 
Hepler  in  the  lead  with  Suzuki-mounted  Josh 
Hansen  second,  Wey  third  and  Wey’s 
team-mate  Justin  Brayton  fourth.  Wey  and 
Brayton  both  find  their  way  around  Hansen  who 
ends  up  going  down  late  in  the  race.  Hepler 
takes  the  win  followed  by  Wey,  Brayton,  Hansen 
and  Travis  Pastrana. 

“I  didn’t  even  think  I was  going  to  race  this,” 
Hepler  says.  “I  came  out  here  last  week  and 
rode  practice  and  just  figured  I’d  give  it  a try 
today  and  see  what  happens.  It  worked  out,  I 
guess.  It’s  really  nice  here  because  the  ESPN 
people  really  treated  us  like  they  wanted  us  here 
and  we’re  not  really  used  to  that  so  I can’t  wait 
to  do  another  one  of  these  events.” 


f 


STEP-UP 

The  big  story  for  Step-Up  is  the  inclusion  of  the 
GOAT,  Ricky  Carmichael.  Carmichael’s  racing 
career  is  over  but  he  always  wanted  to  try  the 
Step-Up  event.  Jeremy  McGrath  is  a former 
winner  of  the  event  so  racers  have  a history  of 
excelling  and  this  year  is  no  different. 

Carmichael  immediately  sets  the  standard  during 
Saturday’s  prelims  and  graduates  to  the  finals  to 
face  former  winners  Ronnie  Renner,  Tommy 
Clowers,  Matt  Buyten  and  more. 

After  clearing  29  feet  and  then  32,  Renner, 
Buyten  and  Carmichael  are  the  only  riders  left. 
Carmichael  has  yet  to  hit  the  bar  a single  time 
and  many  times  he’s  cleared  the  bar  by  as  much 
as  10  feet.  And  when  the  bar’s  moved  to  35  feet, 
RC  immediately  clears  the  bar  - again  with  ease 
- but  then  crashes  when  he  lands.  According  to 
the  rules  the  rider  must  maintain  control  of  his 
bike  throughout  the  jump  attempt  so 
Carmichael’s  jump  doesn’t  count. 

Unfortunately,  Carmichael  cut  his  chin  (and 
whacked  it  pretty  hard)  on  his  front-brake 
reservoir,  causing  him  to  withdraw  from  the 
competition.  Then  Renner  and  Buyten  both  fail  to 
clear  the  height  so  they  move  the  launch  point 
back  five  feet  and  both  fail  again. 

Due  to  TV  time  constraints,  Renner  and 
Buyten  flip  a coin  and  go  into  sudden  death 
overtime  which  means  that  the  first  rider  to  clear 
the  bar  wins.  The  starting  point’s  moved  back 
another  five  feet  and  it’s  Buyten  who  finally 
makes  it  over  the  bar  first,  getting  the  gold  and 
leaving  Renner  dejected. 

“I  had  never  heard  of  the  ‘sudden  death’ 
thing,”  Buyten  admits,  “but  I’ll  take  it  and  I’m  sure 
if  the  shoe  was  on  the  other  foot  Renner  would 
take  the  win,  too.  I’m  just  really  stoked.  I couldn’t 


SPEED  AND  STYLE 

Speed  and  Style  is  a first-time  ESPN  event  - 
basically  a race  around  the  supercross  track 
while  doing  tricks  and  at  the  end  of  the  lap  the 
winner  is  determined  via  judges’  scores.  After 
beating  arenacross  racer  Kevin  Johnson  in  the 
semis,  freestyle  legend  Nate  Adams  faces  off 
against  Ronnie  Renner  in  the  finals  and  comes 
away  with  the  inaugural  victory  by  a large 
margin  - 94.5  to  87.34.  “That  was  a really 
interesting  event,”  Adams  says.  “I  hope  they 
keep  it  for  X Games.  It’s  pretty  hairy  to  be  doing 
tricks  and  racing  at  the  same  time.” 


dintbikerider  107 


WOVATOR  DE®ASSOR  mTEQgg  ™wi$£iL 


Renovator  - 750ml 
Makes  <*rty  plastK  and  rubber 
look  like  new.  Simply  wash  then 
^pray  on  the  antistatic  film 
to  give  a brilliant  gloss. 


■ 

£r 


Decrassor  - 750ml 
Cleans  and  dissolves  grease 
and  dirt  on  engine  sumps 
swing  arms,  exhausts  etc. 


Protector  3 - 750ml 
Releases  seized  metal  parts. 
Also  an  excellent  insulator  for 
electrical  components  such  as 
spark  plugs,  tables*  coils  and 
connector  cables. 


Air  Filter  Spray  Oil  • 750ml 
High  filtration  product  that 
allows  the  bike  to  breathe, 
does  not  affect  carburation 
and  extends  engine  life. 
Also  available  as  a liquid. 


Sprays 

KM  CHAIN 


■ ■■  _ 
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Racing  Chain  * 400ml 

High-end  PTFE-based  grease  tor 
chains  subjected  to  extreme  conditions 
such  as  mud.  dust  and  high  rotation  speeds. 
Available  in  4 colours  * 
red.  green,  blue  and  white 


Sand  Chain  - 750ml 

Specialty  developed  for 
motorcycles  and  quads  on 
desert  and  sand  events. 


Cham  Clean  - 750ml 

Degreases  and  dissolves 
dirt  using  the  combined 
action  of  brushing  and 
the  product. 


swoh/m 


Spray  Chain  7S0mJ 

Sprays  a white  grease 
which  is  treated  to  resist 
corrosion.  Insoluble  *> 
water  and  has  very  high 
penetrating  power 


I 
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Cheshire  County  Crossers 

Cheshire 

01477  500757 

CMX 

West  Midlands 

01*84  561292 

Dirt  Bike  BrU 

Hampshire 

0B707  €69951 

Ecosse  Motocron 

Mid  Lothian 

01968  6704S5 

Grand  Prlx  Off  Road 

5outh  Wales 

01792  884397 

Motocross  Parts  Xpress 

Cheshire 

0845  4661800 

MX  World 

Dorset 

01202  871 122 

MX  Zone 

Wiltshire 

01225  791182 

Protech 

Lancashire 

01257  422793 

Saddle  worth  MX 

Lancashire 

01457  871353 

St  Blazey  Mato  X 

Cornwall 

01726816181 

Super  MX 

Oxfordshire 

01865  401200 

Black  Country  Leisure 

West  Midlands 

0121  5204477 

TMC  MotO  X 

045  879175 

mi 


For  your  local  stockist  please  contact  Race  FX  on  T.  0845  450  f44B  E.  sa  esttracefx.co  uk  www  racefx.co.uk 


Motorcycle 


ElBSgli 


100% 


Oil 


Stroke  2 

100%  - developed  in  competition  for 
two  stroke,  motocross,  ertduro,  trial 
and  race  engines. 

2 stroke 


Samourai  Racing 

Lubricant  specially  formulated  for 
two  stroke  trial,  enduro,  motocross  and 
race  competition  engines 


Synthesis  2 

High  performance  synthetic  based 
lubricant  for  two  stroke  engines. 
Speciafty  developed  for  intensive  use 


jut 

m 


Stroke  4 full  Rower  Katana 

0w40  • 100%  synthetic  can  be  used  in  10w50  • 100%  synthetic 

the  most  severe  competition  High  performance  lubricant  developed 

condftionv  guaranteeing  optimum  for  all  motorcycles  used  daily  in 

engine  performance  demanding  conditions 


104 

10w40  semi  synthetic  lubricant 
recommended  for  all  motorcycle  types. 

4 stroke 
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THREE  ROUNDS  DOWN  AND  THE  TEMPERATURE’S  RISING  AS  THE 
BEST  MX  RACERS  IN  THE  WORLD  SLIR  SLOG  AND  SLUG  IT  OUT  AS 
THE  GP  SEASON  KICKS  OFF  IN  HOLLAND,  SPAIN  AND  PORTUGAL 

Words  and  photos  by  ALEX  HODGKINSON 


if 


*^^^Bhat’s  not  me!”  “Yes  it  is,  Billy.  Look,  it’s  a Honda  anci  it’s  not  a 
I I Martin  Honda  or  you’d  just  be  able  to  see  their  sticker  on  the 
■ front  fender.  Did  you  wear  roll-offs?”  “Yeah.”  “Then  it  must  be 
I you  and  it  can’t  be  Mike,  he  wears  a neck  brace.”  “You’re  right. 
I’d  forgotten  just  HOW  bad  it  was!” 

It’s  Wednesday  at  Barra  in  Portugal  on  the  municipal  camping.  The  sun  is 
shining.  I’ve  got  enough  kit  with  me  to  just  throw  my  jeans  and  jacket  from 
Spain  in  the  garage  until  I get  home  but  the  riders  are  all  down  the 
washhouse,  trying  to  remove  dirt  from  places  it  should  not  be  (both  in  their 
gear  and  their  bodily  extremities)  while  mechanics  do  likewise  with  the  bikes 
- except  for  KTM  who  simply  chuck  six  factory  SX250F  engines  worth 
20  grand  away  rather  than  take  the  risk  of  a DNF  due  to  grit  in  the  works. 

Oh  to  be  a dustbin  man  in  Mattighofen! 

I’ve  just  spent  three  days  playing  Sherlock  Holmes  on  the  images. 

Half  the  paddock  is  parked  up  50  yards  from  the  Atlantic  coast  and  most 
have  chipped  in  an  opinion  on  who’s  who.  Billy  Mac  takes  some  persuasion 
to  recognise  himself  so  what  chance  have  I got  of  identifying  the  five  riders 
stuck  on  the  hillside  in  one  shot?  By  Thursday  I know  we’ve  got  two  out  of 
five  right.  Not  bad,  eh,  for  the  ‘experts’? 

Bellpuig  isn’t  the  worst  mud  most  of  us  have  seen  - far  from  it  in  fact  - 
but,  as  DT  remarks,  the  problem  is  the  water.  Tommy  Searle  hits  it  flat  out  at 
the  start  of  race  two  and  has  no  chance  as  the  Toomer  stands  up  and  flips 
him  off  and  track  manager  Greg  Atkins  reckons  he  couldn’t  go  on  with  heavy 
equipment  even  if  he  had  some  because  they  would  sink.  In  fact,  the  only 
semblance  of  track  maintenance  is  a bloke  who  spends  all  of  30  seconds 
trying  to  dig  a channel  for  the  water  to  run  away... with  a broken  fork  guard. 

A spade  would  be  more  practical! 

FIM  boss  man  Wolfgang  Srb  reckons  “the  young  boys  will  get  round”  after 
red-flagging  the  Vets  but  they  have  to  end  the  MX2  early  as  well  when  only 
Paulin,  Monni  and  Swordy  come  round  at  all  in  the  last  five  minutes.  They 
know  from  the  transponders  that  Guarneri  has  been  leading  but  they  can’t 
give  the  Italian  - upside-down  on  the  steps  for  the  last  1 1 minutes  - or  new 
leader  Paulin  the  chequered  flag  because  they  don’t  know  what  they  look  like! 

The  MX1  riders  have  had  enough  and  spontaneously  refuse  to  ride  again 
so  their  final  moto’s  cancelled  for  safety  reasons. 

The  opener  at  Valkenswaard  starts  wet  but  at  least  the  sun  comes  out 
for  race  day.  And  it  shines  on  Ken  De  Dycker  and  Tyla  Rattray  who  come 
away  with  maximum  points.  Ramon  chases  his  Suzuki  team-mate  home  for 
second  in  MX1  with  a 3-4  card  from  KTM’s  Max  Nagl  who  takes  third  with 
2-5  finishes.  Britain’s  best  finisher  is  Billy  Mac  in  fourth  overall  who  makes 
up  for  his  opening  moto  10th  with  second  in  race  two  and  his  Monster  CAS 
Honda  team-mate  Mike  Brown  also  scores  along  with  Molson  Kawasaki’s 
Tom  Church.  Skills,  Muncher!  >> 


ATI 
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FREE  Co  existing  RS  customers 

Hew  ciistoners  pitas*  »ioe  It  W jostac*  Hetuidable  on  tirst  order  ever  £50 
THHR  I \C1  FF  AH  I TRflY  IFF  I ANSWFR  I Al  PINFSTARS 


RACE  SPEC.Ca.UK 


Order  your  special  edition 
Dirtbike  Rider  T-shirt  NOW! 

HOLESHOT  TEE  JUST  £9.99 

Available  in  sizes  - S,  M,  L,  XL 

To  order  call  01524  834030 

or  go  online  www.dirtbikerider.com 

Price  includes  postage  and  packing.  Please  allow  5 working  days  for  delivery. 


Full  08  KTM  Range  Now  In  Stock 


Servicing  & Spares  For  All  Makes 
Second  Hand  Motorcross  & Enduro  Available 

Alpinestars  Range  In  Stack  • 08  KTM  Clathlng  Available 


SERESSTANDINGS 

MX1 


-3  K 
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1 

David  Philippaerts 

(Monster  Yamaha) 

102  points 

2 

Steve  Ramon 

(Teka  Suzuki) 

96 

3 

Josh  Coppins 

(Monster  Yamaha) 

83 

4 

Billy  MacKenzie 

(Monster  CAS  Honda) 

79 

5 

Ken  De  Dycker 

(Teka  Suzuki) 

77 

6 

Max  Nagl 

(Red  Bull  KTM) 

58 

7 

Jonathan  Barragan 

(Silver  Action  KTM) 

54 

8 

Sebastien  Pourcel 

(GPKR  Kawasaki) 

52 

9 

Tanel  Leok 

(Kawasaki  Europe) 

50 

10 

Kornel  Nemeth 

(Sarholz  KTM) 

48 

12 

Mike  Brown 

(Monster  CAS  Honda) 

42 

17 

Tom  Church 

(Molson  Kawasaki) 

20 

19 

James  Noble 

(KTM  UK) 

20 

MX2  » 

1 

Antonio  Cairoli 

(Red  Bull  Yamaha) 

126  points 

2 

Tyla  Rattray 

(Red  Bull  KTM) 

121 

3 

Tommy  Searle 

(Red  Bull  KTM) 

102 

4 

David  Guarneri 

(Ricci  Yamaha) 

86 

5 

Rui  Goncalves 

(Red  Bull  KTM) 

81 

6 

Stephen  Sword 

(Molson  Kawasaki) 

80 

7 

Nicolas  Aubin 

(Ricci  Yamaha) 

78 

8 

Manuel  Monni 

(3C  Yamaha) 

60 

9 

Shaun  Simpson 

(KTM  UK) 

60 

10 

Jeremy  Van  Horebeek 

(Champ  KTM) 

57 

13 

Gautier  Paulin 

(Molson  Kawasaki) 

48 

16 

Carl  Nunn 

(Suso  MVRD  Suzuki) 

27 

29 

Elliott  Banks-Browne 

(Swift  Suzuki) 

8 

30 

Pascal  Leuret 

(Swift  Suzuki) 

5 

34 

Jason  Dougan 

(Suso  MVRD  Suzuki) 

3 

35 

Marcus  Norlen 

(Suso  MVRD  Suzuki) 

2 

VETERANS  WORLD  CUP  » 

1 

Toine  Van  Dijk 

36  points 

2 

Scott  Eastwood 

35 

3 

Thierry  Godfroid 

33 

4 

Peter  Iven 

32 

5 

Greg  Hanson 

31 

9 

Dave  Thorpe 

24 

I 
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GOLDENOLDIES! 

BRITISH  TRIO  KEEP  THE  OAP  FLAG  FLYING. 


“Whaddya  mean  you 
don’t  like  brown?” 


The  British  ‘youngsters’  may  have  had  a torrid  time  in  the 
Spanish  gloop  but  for  the  old-timers  Bellpuig  is  a much 
happier  hunting  ground. 

The  opening  event  in  the  three-round  FIM  Veterans  World 
Cup  sees  Greg  Hanson  rip  to  a race  one  win  on  CCM’s  new 
MX450  from  Belgian  Peter  Iven  and  fellow  Brit  Scott 
Eastwood.  After  a number  of  falls  defending  champ  Dave 
Thorpe  crosses  the  line  a disappointing  19th  but  the 
four-time  world  champ  fires  back  strongly  in  race  two  and  is 
credited  with  22  points  for  second  when  the  appalling 
conditions  bring  the  red  flags  out  after  two  laps. 

Following  a first  lap  collision  with  DT,  Greg’s  shunted  off 
the  track  and  is  credited  with  1 5th  but  best  of  the  Brits  in  the 
overall  standings  is  Easty  who  comes  home  sixth  and  now 
holds  second  in  the  points  table  with  the  next  round 
scheduled  for  Mallory  Park  on  May  31/June  1. 


Brit  hopes  in  MX2  are  resting  on  Tommy 
Searle  and  Stephen  Sword  and  Tommy  snares 
fourth  in  Holland  with  a 3-5  card.  Swordy  sparks 
himself  in  the  opener  before  battling  back  with 
seventh  in  the  second  moto  but  it’s  his  fellow 
Scot  Shaun  Simpson  who  registers  the  honour  of 
being  second-best  Brit  with  a brilliant  sixth  overall 
thanks  to  a 5-9  results.  And  British  ‘teamed’ 
Frenchmen  Gautier  Paulin  and  Pascal  Leuret 
also  put  points  on  the  board. 

After  Spain’s  deluge  the  sun’s  back  again 
from  dawn  to  dusk  in  Portugal  as  the 
thermometer  hits  98  in  the  shade.  “This  race  will 
be  more  physically  demanding  than  Spain,” 


reckons  Seb  Pourcel  on  Saturday.  It’s  certainly 
more  rewarding  for  the  Frenchie  who  scorches  to 
the  win  after  scoring  just  five  points  in  four  motos 
in  the  sludge. 

Billy  and  Tommy  each  lead  their  classes  in 
Portugal  but  both  Brits  slip  off  once  - perhaps 
they’ve  forgotten  how  to  keep  the  bike  upright 
without  foot-deep  grooves  to  slog  through? 
Swordy  comes  off  too  but  still  gets  fourth  and 
Simpson  goes  down  at  the  same  turn  three 
times  in  the  first  race. 

Tommy  is  happy  to  be  back  on  the  podium 
though  - “I  rode  bad  the  first  two  GPs  and 
thought  I’d  lost  it”  - and  it  is  he,  not  winner  of  the 


first  three  motQS  jTyla,  who’s  closing  down  Tony 
C before  he  bijrferit  in  race  two.  The  Sicilian 
reckons  he’s  been  sick  and  on  antibiotics  until 
Friday  but  he  ha6rls  on  Sunday,  the  master  again 
with  feet-up  drifts  round  180  degree  turns  and 
cheeky  look-backs  after  slick  passes. 

David  Philippaerts  doesn’t,  however,  turn 
round  after  he  plants  Billy  in  the  fence  - he’s  too 
busy  heading  towards  the  series  lead.  Only 
Rattray  and  De  Dycker  have  worn  the  red  plate 
up  to  Portugal  but  both  give  them  up  to  Italian 
double-act  Tony  and  David  after  Agueda.  The 
series  has  just  started  to  warm  up.  It  should  be 
roasting  by  Mallory! 
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Calm  before  the  storm! 
The  MX1  men  get  ready 
for  the  off... 


SWORDY  AND  SIMPSON  TRADE  BLOWS  AND  BILLY  MAC  KEEPS  HIS 
WIN-STREAK  GOING  AS  THE  HEAVENS  OPEN  AT  TORRINGTON 


Photo  by  JP  O’Connell 


After  the  opening  two  rounds  of  the 

2008  Maxxis  British  MX  Championship 
the  title  fight  heads  into  apple  beer 
country  and  to  Torrington  where 
another  blue  and  whitewash  sees  red  plate 
holders  Billy  MacKenzie  and  Stephen  Sword 
extend  their  series  leads. 

Heavy  rain  in  the  week  leading  up  to  the 
races  means  it’s  a Devon  slopfest  but  ruts  and 
rain  present  few  problems  for  the  two  Scots  - 


although  a malfunctioning  startgate  causes 
havoc  all  day. 

After  topping  MX1  qualifying  by  a whopping 
8.6  seconds  Billy  Mac  repeats  his  disappearing 
acts  from  Donington  and  Canada  Heights  by 
nailing  two  holeshots  and  doing  a runner  both 
times.  The  Monster  CAS  Honda  rider’s  opening 
race  winning  margin  of  64  seconds  looks 
impressive  - that  is  until  he  takes  the  second  by 
a full  96  seconds! 


ARB  Kawasaki’s  Mark  Jones  follows  Billy 
home  in  the  opening  race  and  there’s  another 
green  machine  - this  time  the  MotoXtreme 
mount  of  Mark  Hucklebridge  - second  across 
the  line  in  race  two.  And  it’s  yet  another 
Kawasaki  - this  one’s  in  Molson  colours  with 
Tom  Church  twisting  the  throttle  - that  gets 
second  on  the  day  thanks  to  a 3-3  card. 

Huck’s  race  two  runner-up  spot  combined 
with  his  first  moto  fifth  is  good  enough  for  the 


1 Stephen  Sword  (Molson  Kawasaki) 

2 Shaun  Simpson  (KTM  UK) 

3 Martin  Barr  (UTAG  Yamaha.com) 

4 Elliott  Banks-Browne  (Swift  Suzuki) 

5 Neville  Bradshaw  (DB  Honda) 

6 Jason  Dougan  (Suso  MVR-D  Suzuki) 

7 Pascal  Leuret  (Swift  Suzuki) 

8 Marcus  Norlen  (Suso  MVR-D  Suzuki) 

9 Carl  Nunn  (Suso  MVR-D  Suzuki) 

10  Carlos  Campano  (UTQG  Yamaiia.com) 


* 

a 


SERESSTANDINGs- 


MX2 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 


Billy  MacKenzie  (Monster  CAS  Honda) 
Mark  Jones  (ARB  Kawasaki) 

Tom  Church  (Molson  Kawasaki) 

James  Noble  (KTM  UK) 

Brad  Anderson  (Swift  Suzuki) 

Wayne  Smith  (Pioneer  Emberson  Yamaha) 
Kenneth  Gundersen  (UTAG  Yamaha.com) 
Mark  Hucklebridge  (MotoXtreme  Kawasaki) 
Mark  Eastwood  (Wiseco  Honda) 

Danny  Smyth  (Wiseco  Honda) 


150 

106 

106 

97 

89 

87 

78 

70 

70 

50 


129  points 
113 
111 
87 
72 
70 
67 
60 
60 
55 


i 


final  step  on  the  podium  but  the  day’s  a disaster 
for  Swift  Suzuki’s  Brad  Anderson.  The  North 
Easterner’s  holding  second  in  the  opening  moto 
- and  second  in  the  series  standings  - until  a 
big  crash  on  the  final  lap  knocks  him  for  six. 
After  taking  what  appears  to  be  an  eternity  to 
recover  Brad  bravely  remounts  to  cross  the  line 
10th  but  he  doesn’t  come  out  for  race  two  and 
slips  to  fifth  in  the  championship. 

Things  are  a tad  tighter  in  MX2  where  series 


leader  and  three-time  champ  Stephen  Sword 
holeshots  the  opener  but  loses  the  lead  in  turn 
two  after  fellow  Scot  Shaun  Simpson  makes  a 
banzai  pass.  But  the  KTM  UK  man  can’t  keep 
it  on  two  wheels  and  once  Swordy’s  back  at 
the  front  he  pulls  clear  for  the  win.  * • * •* 

UTAG  Yamaha’s  Martin  Barr  takes  second 
from  Elliott  Banks-Browne  on  the  Swift  Suzuki 
with  Simpson  recovering  to  fourth. 

Race  two  sees  Monster  CAS  Honda’s  Mike 


Brown,  10th  in  the  first  moto,  rediscovering  his 
holeshot  touch  but  on  the  opening  lap  he  tangles 
with  Swordy  and  the  pair  go  down.  Both  riders 
struggle  to  restart  their  bikes  with  the  Molson 
Kawasaki  rider  staging  an  epic  fight  through  the 
p^ick  to  go  from  21st  to  third  at  the  flag  and 
ijfrownie  battling  back  to  ninth. 

With  his  main  rival  out  of  the  running  for  the 
wifi  it’s  Simpson  who  bags  points  from  Suso 
MVR-D  Suzuki’s  Jason  Dougan.  I 
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Go  online  at  www.dirtbikerider.com  and  check  out  our  selection  of  motocross  books, 
ltd  edition  tee-shirts,  Geoff  Walker’s  top  tech  tips  CD-ROM  and  much,  much  more! 


#1  SUPERCROSS  UNLEASHED 

If  th^jreatest  stars  and  biggest  fans  of  supercross  put 
together ‘a  scrapbook  it  couldn’t  be  any  better  than  this 
action-packed,  162-page  publication  which  celebrates 
one  of  the  coolest  sports  on  earth  - that’s  supercross! 
The  Joy  of  SX,  with  essays,  photos  and  behind  the 
scenes  glimpses  of  the  sport’s  current  pros  and  past 
champs  - toldjay  motocross  insider  Billy  Ursic  and 
framed  by  the  matchless  lens  of  acclaimed  motorsports 
photographer  Simon  Cudby.  From  the  hottest  names  in 
the  sport  to  its  up-and-coming  young  guns,  it’s  all  here! 
£16.99 

#2  PRO  MX  AND  OFF-ROAD  RIDING  TECHNIQUES 

With  top  tips,  trade  secrets  and  riding  hints  aplenty,  can 
you  really  afford  not  to  keep  a copy  of  Pro  MX  and 
Off-Road  Riding  Techniques  in  your  gear  bag? 

This  third  edition  also  includes  essential  four-stroke 
riding  secrets  - buy  it  now! 

£16.99 

#3  MOTOCROSS  AMERICA 

Need  to  know  the  ins  and  outs  of  how  America  became 
muchos  motocross  mad?  Then  check  out  Motocross 
America  which  features  a myriad  of  motocross 
machines  and  memorabilia  as  it  charts  American 
motocross  history 
£24.99 


#4  DBR  HOLESHOT  T-SHIRT  (special  edition) 

Get  the  Holeshot! 

Sizes  available  - S,  M,  L,  XL 

Price  includes  postage  and  packaging. 

Please  allow  5 working  days  for  delivery 

£9.99 

#5  Walker’s  World  CD-Rom 

Hot  Hints  & How  Tos.  12  easy-to-follow  step-by-step  tip 
top  tips  from  our  tip  top  tech  Geoff  Walker,  one  of  the 
most  respected  MX  technicians  in  the  business. 

Plus  Wallpapers,  Xtreme  Video  Clips  and  much, 
much  more... 

£5.99 

#6  MINI  MOTOCROSS  AND  PIT  BIKE 
PERFORMANCE  HANDBOOK 

Choosing  the  right  bike,  carburettor  jetting  and 
maintenance,  suspension  tuning  and  modification, 
top-end  maintenance,  custom  tricks  to  personalise  your 
bike.  The  Mini  Motocross  and  Pit  Bike  Performance 
Handbook  is  the  complete  guide  for  enthusiasts  wishing 
to  maintain  and  modify  their  machines  for  maximum 
performance.  The  book  discusses  the  key  issues  with 
the  most  popular  machines  and  includes  step-by-step 
instructions  for  many  of  the  tasks  you  need  to  perform 
to  keep  your  bike  out  front. 

£16.99 


#7  MOTOCROSS 

Written  by  Steve  Casper,  Motocross  is  a great  read  for 
newcomers  to  the  sport  who  need  to  know  what's  what 
and  whatnot.  Featuring  top  imagery  from  Simon  Cudby 
and  Paul  Buckley,  this  book  is  essential  for  every  MX 
fan’s  coffee  table. 

£9.99 

#8  MCQUEEN’S  MACHINES 

The  cars  and  bikes  of  a Hollywood  icon. 

He  helped  build  a hot  rod  before  he  could  legally  drive. 

In  the  services  he  hopped  up  a tank’s  engine  in  the 
hope  of  getting  it  to  go  faster.  As  a young  acting  student 
he  tore  through  Greenwich  Village  on  his  motorcycle. 

In  1970  he  nearly  won  the  12  Hours  of  Sebring  in  a 
Porsche  908.  He  raced  buggies  in  Baja,  rode 
motorcycles  all  over  the  world  and  built  entire  movies 
around  his  love  of  automobiles  and  motorsport. 

Beyond  his  status  on  stage  and  screen,  Steve 
McQueen  was  a certifiable  motorhead  and  McQueen's 
Machines  celebrates  his  passion  as  a car  enthusiast, 
racer  and  motorcyclist. 

£16.99 


To  order  visit  www.dirtbikerider.com  or  call  01524  834030 
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Johnny  Aubert  leads 
the  E2  division  from 
Juha  Saiminen  . J 


E! 


JOHNNY  AUBERT  SLAYS  JUHA  SALMINEN  AND  TAKES  A 
CHUNK  OUT  OF  HIS  CHANCES  OF  A RECORD-BREAKING 
EIGHTH  WORLD  CROWN 

Words  and  photos  by  JONTY  EDMUNDS 

Juha  Salminen’s  hopes  of  securing  a record-breaking  eighth  World 
Enduro  Championship  take  a turn  for  the  worse  at  round  three  of 
the  ’08  WEC  series  as  the  ice  cool  Finn  fails  to  finish  the  opening 
day’s  competition  due  to  mechanical  problems. 

Gifting  Enduro  2 class  rival  Johnny  Aubert  a massive  25-point 
championship  advantage,  Juha  knows  that  he  now  has  his  work  cut  out  if 
he  is  to  stand  any  chance  of  stopping  Aubert  claiming  his  first  ever  world 
title.  “There’s  still  a long  way  to  go  and  anything  can  happen  but  it’s  going 
to  be  tough  to  beat  Johnny.  He  is  riding  well  but  the  problem  is  that  even  if 
I beat  him  each  day  he  will  probably  finish  second  which  makes  it  hard  to 
get  back  the  points  I lost.” 

While  Saiminen  heads  home  from  the  GP  of  Spain  dejected,  Aubert  - 
as  you’d  expect  - is  delighted.  “It’s  not  good  to  win  when  your  rival  has  a 
problem  but  it’s  racing.  I pushed  hard  and  beat  Juha  on  day  two  which 
was  good.  He  will  fight  even  harder  now  to  win  the  championship,  Juha 
never  gives  up.” 

With  Aubert  and  Saiminen  still  comfortably  ahead  of  the  rest  of  the 
E2  class  riders,  third  is  held  by  Sweden’s  Joakim  Ljunggren  on  his 
pre-production  Husaberg. 


The  battle  to  top  the  El  class  in  Spain  sees  some  of  the  closest 
ever  WEC  racing  as  local  rider  Ivan  Cervantes  and  Finn  Mika  Ahola  push 
each  other  to  the  limit  in  the  hope  of  establishing  themselves  at  the  top 
of  the  class.  It’s  Ahola  who  wins  on  both  days,  just,  to  extend  his 
championship  lead. 

Consistent  but  not  quite  fast  enough  to  match  Mika  or  Ivan’s  pace, 
Italian  Simone  Albergoni  lies  second  in  the  series  standings  behind  Mika 
with  Cervantes  third  and  Finnish  privateer  Eero  Remes  fourth.  The 
Spanish  GP  isn’t  a good  one  for  Brit  Tom  Sagar  as  like  Saiminen  he 
suffers  a mechanical  problem  on  day  two  after  scoring  just  a handful  of 
points  from  day  one.  Finishing  both  days  in  the  points,  Daryl  Bolter  places 
well  in  Spain  and  lies  12th  in  the  El  championship,  right  behind  Sagar. 

Continuing  to  march  forward  in  the  Enduro  3 class,  Finn  Samuli  Aro 
wins  in  Spain  to  further  extend  his  championship  advantage.  Now  27 
points  ahead  of  team-mate  Marko  Tarkkala,  Aro  looks  unstoppable  as  far 
as  the  E3  title  is  concerned  while  Tarkkala  and  Frenchman  Christophe 
Nambotin  separate  themselves  from  the  rest  of  the  class  and  battle  it  out 
for  the  second  and  third  place  spot.  Despite  failing  to  finish  day  two  in 
Spain,  TM’s  Euan  McConnell  is  13th  in  the  E3  championship. 

At  the  head  of  the  Enduro  Junior  class,  125cc  KTM-mounted  Thomas 
Oldrati  and  125cc  Husqvarna-mounted  Marc  Bourgeois  are  level  pegging 
on  127  points  while  Simon  Wakely  is  the  highest  placed  Brit  in  seventh 
with  Greg  Evans  10th.  I 
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MARKETPLACE 

FOR  INFORMATION  ON  HOW  TO  ADVERTISE  PLEASE  CALL  PHIL  ARMITAGE  ON  01524  834030 
OR  SEND  HIM  AN  EMAIL  AT  PHILARMITAGE@DIRTBIKERIDER.CO.UK 


THE  ONLY  NUMBER 
YOU  NEED 

01252  728270 
07831  695218 
ELDERFIELD  M/C 

MX  DISCOUNT  STORE 


New  in  08  Team  Kits 

CMS  Honda  i Tortao  Honda  l ractan 
Yam  I Fan  Manuel  Mission  (Chad 
ReeaD  I Real  Bull  Honda  I Boost  Troy 
OMMa  a Blue  awainaie)  I Swii 
Suzuki  I Maktta  Rockstar  Suzuki  I 
Toyota  YZF  I Bed  Bull  KTM  I Rockstar 
Energy  Honda  I Rod  Bnl  YZF  I Atomic 
Honda  I MOK  KTM 


direct  Order  Line:  01202  iihooio 


SILVESTERS 

tor  everything 

YAMAHA 

West 

Coast 

2008  Yamahas 

f:  * ’ 

IN  STOCK  NOW 

Gall  for  availability 

Q14S4  683665 

^ast  Apparel^ 
west-coast-racing.co.uk 

or  Q1484  686683 
www  silyerstermx.  cam 

SproQ  Lane  MBs  Wtoriheod  Road. 
Homtrth  HjdctarsftttJ 

07510224520 

IE  ATT  MUD 


T:  01773  748045/852455 

www.middletonmx.com^^u 

21  Nottingham  Road.  Ripley.  Derbps  DCS  30J 
Mai  order  s;ec  alist  • All  nafar  credit  cards  tafcci 
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CLIP-ON  ADJUSTABLE  BIKE  RACKS 


Car  Racks  £55.95  inc.  P&PVan/Motorhome  Racks  £65.95  inc. 

P&P 

4x4  Racks  £79.95  inc.  P&P 
Junior  racks  50cc  - 80cc 
Senior  Racks  I OOcc  - 600cc 
Fits  any  vehicle  with  British  standard  towbar, 
and  you  can  still  tow  with  the  bike  rack  in  use. 

Made  from  strong  4mm  British  steel  tubing  and  mig  welded  finished  in  protective  enamel.  Bike  is  carried  at  towbar 
level  to  avoid  grounding  when  in  use.  Lightboards.tie  down  straps  available,. 

td  a ii  cdc  Spare  wheel  £24.50  extra.Trailers  come 

B III  I Pri“  with  - Independent  suspension,  dip-on 

Double  bike £259  includes 

* ygmSgr]  Treble  bike £299  lightboard 

Quad  trailers  £345  \ 

Spare  wheels  from  . .£24.50  * ramP 

Delivery  Service  Available  All  prices  include  VAT  £ 1 5.00  pair. 

HU  DAVE  COOPER 

HlHE^  Unit  7,  Pettings  Court  Farm,  Hodsoll  Street, Wrotham,  KentTN  1 5 7LH 

Tel:  0 1 732  820082  (Days),  07860  702112  (Mobile)  • http.//www.davecooper.co.uk 


loading  ramp,  tie-down  loops,  wheel 
support  clamps,  security  locking  facility, 
removable  lighting  and  six  enamel 
colours.  NEW  wall  mounting  brackets  - 
o hang  trailer  on  your  garage  wall 


YAMAHA* 
KAWASAKI  ^ 

MAILORDER 

Spares  t Accessories  vLjII  ~ \r 

BAVINS 


O?  IHSS  * 

101  VICTORIA  *IDAD  0ISS.  NORFOLK  IP22  3JS  <%T 

01379  642631  - -V 


B«f  Min 
> k»4.IU«iMMUiritcl«  CM 


MOT 


fBU^pur 


Introducing  special  low  cost  insurance 
for  motorcycle  transporters  and 
breakdown  recovery 


Anthony  D.  Evans  (iMuraiia  Brokers)  & Co 

for  complete  piece  of  mind  whilst  transporting  motorbikes 


Comprehensive  from  £240  any  driver  over  25 
Third  party,  fire  and  theft  from  £1 57.50  on  any  driver 
over  25  (both  limited  mileage,  5,000  miles  pa) 
Breakdown  Recovery  from  £84  (full  24  hour  UK  Recovery  Service) 
77-79  MOSELEY  AVENUE,  COUNDON,  COVENTRY  CV6  1HR 
Tel:  (024)76  595812  Fax:  (024)76  601456 
Email:  enquiries@anthonydevans.co.uk 

www.anthonydevans.co.uk 


MARKETPLACE 

FOR  INFORMATION  ON  HOW  TO  ADVERTISE  PLEASE  CALL  PHIL  ARMITAGE  ON  01524  834030 
OR  SEND  HIM  AN  EMAIL  AT  PHILARMITAGE@DIRTBIKERIDER.CO.UK 


New  YZ/YZF 
RED  BULL  GRAPHICS 

Fitting  of  Graphics  to  Plastics  is 
Free! 

Graphics,  Plastics  and  Seat  Covers 

WE  SUPPLY  ALL  MAJOR  GRAPHIC 
KITS 

• Mail  Order  Specialists  • 

Check  out  our  new  online  shop 


WWW.ITIDtD5kinzfX.CD.uk 


If  you  can’t  see  it  online 

Call  us  on  01794  390600  or  07789  938324 

MOTOSKINZ  - SALISBURY,  WILTSHIRE 


SKI 

moto*x 

3000 

Bikes 
Broken 
up  to  04 


NEW  & USED 
\ S PARTS 

• Rebores  • Suspension 
• Wheel  Building  • Engine  Rebuilds 
BIKES  WANTED  FOR  CASH 

FAST  POSTAL  SERVICE 

3$)  oqeto  G&rooa 

Ctn3  OETOQ0 


BOLT-ON  SIDE  STAND 

\MiaUAcl 


IDS 
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BYMX 

UPDATE! 

WILSON  WINS  AT  MOTOLAND 

Words  and  photo  by  Mike  Gurney 

Scott  Elderfield  continues  to  make  all  the 
headlines  on  and  off  the  track  this  season 
as  the  second  round  of  the  BYMX  fires  up 
at  the  Motoland  complex  near  Mildenhall. 

After  a cracking  day  of  pre-event  testing 
around  the  Suffolk  circuit,  Scott  signed  a Swift 
Suzuki  contract  and  you  couldn’t  help  but  notice 
the  massive  smiles  in  the  Elderfield  camp  as 
they  enthused  about  the  future,  the  awesome 
power  and  handling  characteristics  of  the  Suzuki 
and  the  mind-blowing  professional  standards  of 
back-up  they  are  receiving  from  the  Banks  outfit. 

The  rest  of  the  season  will  now  be  spent 
thrashing  it  out  with  the  Maxxis  MX2  guys, 
contesting  selected  GPs  and,  of  course,  the 
top  youth  championships.  Go  get  ’em  Scott! 

Meanwhile,  back  on  the  track  it’s  Danger 
UK’s  Joe  Gregory  and  16-year-old  flying  Scot 
Sean  McDonald  who  find  themselves  heading 
the  Open  class  table  on  182  points  each  after 
the  Suffolk  tear-up.  Joe,  Scott  and  Edward 
Allingham  all  posted  a race  win  each  but  it’s 
consistency  and  good  fortune  that  will  win  this 
one  as  Scott  cruelly  missed  out  in  race  three 
after  leading.  Lewis  King  and  Tommy  Fenwick 
both  grabbed  vital  championship  points 
along  with  a cracking  performance  by  James 
Hutchinson  on  the  Bikesport  Yamaha  that 
secured  him  a second  place  podium  finish 
on  the  weekend. 

Luke  Hawkins  with  a devastating  180-point 
rout  of  the  BW85s  has  taken  over  at  the  top  of 
the  table  as  Dan  Hutchinson  and  Jamie 
McCanney  had  a weekend  of  mixed  fortunes. 
Ryan  Houghton  on  the  Redline  KTM  with 
another  polished  four-race  display  moved 
into  second. 

In  the  SW85cc  stakes  Ben  Howell  and 
Jordan  Godwin  dominated  with  two  race  wins 
apiece  giving  Ben  a bit  of  breathing  space  on 
top  of  the  championship  pile  but  the  weekend’s 
top  step  and  biggest  piece  of  silverware  went  to 
Jordan  with  a stonking  1-2-1 -2  race  card. 

Callan  Cooper  and  Micky  Eccles  did  all  they 
could  to  keep  the  pressure  on  with  another  set 
of  superb  races  as  James  Dunn  dropped  a few 
precious  points. 

In  the  Junior  65s  hot  pre-season  favourite 
Ben  Green  got  his  act  together  with  a last  race 
win  to  add  to  two  second  placings  but  it  still 
wasn’t  enough  to  out-point  Hanson  Racing’s 
Jack  Wilson  as  he  snaffled  up  the  other  three 
race  wins  for  a superb  return  that  shoots  him  up 
the  championship  table.  Ryan  Snaith  finished 
third  overall  on  the  weekend  and  still  holds  sway 
in  the  overall  standings  but  only  just  as  this  one 
shapes  up  into  a great  little  tussle. 


BESTOFBRITISH! 

WALKLEY  WHITEWASH  AT  MATCHAMS 

Words  by  Mike  Gurney 

This  year’s  BSMA  Best  of  British,  with  a 
mixture  of  registered  and  non-registered 
championship  runners,  kicked  off  at 
Matchams  Park  with  a with  a real  five  star 
display  from  Connor  Walkley. 

Team  Green’s  13-year-old  muscle  mountain 
of  raw  talent  completely  dominated  the  Senior 
section  leading  every  lap  of  every  race  with 
ease  for  a maximum  225-point  haul  from  his  five 
outings  on  the  125cc  two-stroke  machinery. 

There  were  other  real  stand-out 
performances  in  the  BWs  from  Matthew  Bayliss 
- snatching  three  race  wins  - and  Luke  Dean 
with  the  other  two  as  they  shared  all  the 
chequered  flag  glory.  Determined  efforts  in  a 
competitive  section  from  Josh  Brine,  Aaron 
Pipon  and  James  Dunn  also  caught  the  eye. 

Jordan  Godwin  and  Liam  Garland  are  fast 
becoming  stars  on  the  SW  scene  across  all  the 
codes  and  they  duly  decimated  the  field  at 
Matchams  with  another  3-2  in  race  wins  going  in 
Jordan’s  favour. 

Joe  Jeffries,  Jack  Wilson  and  Josh  Gilbert  all 
crossed  the  line  first  in  the  Junior  65s  but  it’s 
championship  registered  Jack  that  has  early 
control  of  the  points  table. 


SERI  ESSTANDINGS 


OPEN 

1=  Joe  Gregory 


Sean  McDonald 

182  points 

3 

Tommy  Fenwick 

173 

BW85cc 

1 

Luke  Hawkins 

285  points 

2 

Ryan  Houghton 

267 

3 

Dan  Hutchinson 

248 

SW85cc 

1 

Ben  Howell 

294  points 

2 

Callan  Cooper 

256 

3 

Mickey  Eccles 

253 

JUNIOR  65cc 

1 

Ryan  Snaith 

271  points 

2 

Ben  Green 

265 

3 

Casey  Connolly 

258 

SERIESSTANDINGS 

SENIORS 


1 

Connor  Walkley 

225  points 

2 

Oliver  Rusby 

202 

3 

Connor  Pearce 

192 

BW85cc 

1 

Matthew  Bayliss 

221  points 

2 

Josh  Brine 

207 

3 

Liam  Wright 

197 

SW85cc 

1 

Jordan  Godwin 

221  points 

2 

Jay  Thomas 

197 

3 

Ryan  Fellows 

194 

JUNIOR  65cc 

1 

Jack  Wilson 

214  points 

2 

Conrad  Mewes 

207 

3 

Jamie  Carpenter 

190 

MEL  AND  LUKE  UNBEATEN  IN  KWS 

Word  and  photo  by  Mike  Gurney 


Ben  Howell  with  another  impressive 

performance  including  an  individual  race 
win  on  a bone-dry,  super-quick  Dean 
Moor  circuit  kept  the  Motopross  KTM  out  front  in 
the  KWS  Masters  SW85cc  points  chase.  But 
razor  sharp  performances  from  Adam  Sterry 
with  two  race  wins  and  Jay  Thomas  with  the 
other  show  just  how  close  and  ultra-competitive 
the  red  plate  section  is  this  season. 

It’s  six  wins  on  the  bounce  and  a perfect 
scorecard  for  Luke  Hawkins  in  the  BW85 
competition  together  with  form  that’s  fully 
justifying  all  the  pre-season  hype  for  the  PAR 
teamster.  Storming  Brad  Pocock  and  young 
Robbie  Muscat  kept  up  the  pressure  in  second 
and  third  with  a string  of  quality  results  but  it’s 
looking  good  for  the  West  Country  Honda  guy 
right  now. 

Mel  Pocock  holds  the  other  unblemished 
record,  this  time  in  the  Youth  125cc  standings, 
with  his  pace  and  power  aboard  the  UTAG 
Yamaha  troubling  the  guy  with  the  chequered 
flag  six  unbeaten  times  this  season.  Joe 
Gregory,  Gavin  Foulson  and  Lithuanian  express 
Vytautus  Bucas  did  all  they  could  to  mount  a 
decent  challenge  claiming  the  individual  race 
runner-up  positions  in  Cumbria  but  Mel  is  a 
class  apart  in  this  field. 

SERIESSTANDINGS 

YOUTH  125cc 

1 Mel  Pocock  300  points 

2 Robert  Devonald  Batt  236 

3 Dan  Brough  199 

BW85cc 

1 Luke  Hawkins  300  points 

2 Brad  Pocock  270 

3 Rob  Muscat  266 

SW85cc 

1 Ben  Howell  289  points 

2 Callan  Cooper  264 

3 James  Dunn  250 

Luke  Hawkins  - seen  here  in 
’07  - has  started  ’08  in  style 
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MXY2 
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Josh  Waterman 

69  points 

2 

Scott  Elderfield 

63 

3 

Edward  Allingham 

60 

4 

Joe  Gregory 

58 

5 

Tom  Watts 

58  ^ 
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Josh  Spinks 

55  * 
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Joe  Gregory  takes  second 
in  the  opening  race 

DEVONCREAM! 

LLOYD  LANDS  MXY2  WIN 

Words  by  Mike  Gurney  Photo  by  Ben  Johnson 

Just  when  everyone  was  beginning  to  think  that  the  two-stroke  144cc 
brigade  were  well  and  truly  out-muscled  - as  well  as  being  heavily 
out-numbered  - by  the  four-stroke  250F  opposition  in  the  various  youth 
open  championships,  along  comes  Lloyd  Morgan  to  stand  that  particular 
theory  on  its  head. 

Lloyd  delivered  the  biggest  curve  ball  of  the  youth  season  so  far  with  a 
storming  overall  victory  at  round  two  of  the  MXY2  series  at  Torrington  in 
Devon  to  prove  the  buzzboxes  are  definitely  alive  and  kicking.  No  pundits  this 
side  of  Tredegar  in  South  Wales  saw  this  one  coming  - yours  truly  included  - 
as  it  was  just  about  as  far  leftfield  as  it  gets.  Fair  play,  hats  off  and  all  around 
massive  respect  to  Lloyd  though  as  the  17-year-old  KTM  flier  snatched  a real 
slice  of  glory  in  the  muddy  conditions  as  he  slithered  to  a fourth  place  finish  in 
the  first  encounter  behind  race  winner  Scott  Elderfield  before  coming  home 
first  in  race  two. 

Scott  quite  incredibly  won  the  opener  by  an  amazing  one  minute  and  15 
seconds  from  fastest  qualifier  Joe  Gregory  in  second  and  Team  Green’s  Josh 
Waterman  in  third.  And  Scott  looked  odds  on  for  a truly  mega  impressive 
mud-caked  Devon  double  as  he  led  race  two  right  into  the  final  lap  before  a 
smashed  gearbox  put  him  out  when  he  was  literally  miles  in  front  of  the  field. 

Benefiting  from  Scott’s  misfortune,  that  man  Morgan  put  in  a terrific 
performance  coupled  with  a best  lap  time  that  was  only  just  shy  of  Elderfield’s 
fastest.  Lloyd  took  the  chequers  24  seconds  ahead  of  second  place  finisher 
Rowland  resulting  in  celebrations  for  the  Welsh  contingent,  a career  best 
overall  victory  for  Lloyd  to  savour  and  seventh  place  in  the  championship  table 
- not  a bad  day’s  work! 

Elsewhere  on  the  day  there  were  terrific  single  race  performances  from 
Joe  Gregory  on  the  Danger  UK  Honda  and  Jack  Rowland  on  the  Jet  Shed 
machinery  to  snatch  the  two  runner-up  berths  with  Edward  Allingham  and 
Waterman  on  the  third  steps  of  the  individual  race  podiums.  For  the  ACU 
Academy  David  Games  in  both  races  and  Sam  Davis  in  race  two  looked  to  be 
well  on  the  pace  with  competitive  lap  times  but  right  out  of  luck  in  the  tortuous 
conditions  when  it  came  to  putting  points  on  the  board. 

But  Josh  Waterman  - the  third  member  of  the  ACU  Academy  in  this 
particular  competition  - bagged  another  impressive  33  points  to  add  to  the  36 
he  collected  at  the  opening  round  meaning  at  the  halfway  stage  he  now  has  a 
slender  three-point  advantage  over  Elderfield  with  Allingham  on  the  PAR 
Homes  Honda  a further  three  points  adrift.  The  third  and  penultimate  round 
of  the  championship  is  scheduled  for  Foxhill  on  July  27. 


MAXANSTIE! 

THE  FLYING  FRECKLE  WINS  AT  OAK  HILL  BEFORE  CLEANING 
UP  IN  RENO  AND  GETTING  ANOTHER  STEP  CLOSER  TO 
QUALIFYING  FOR  LORETTA  LYNN’S 

Hey  everyone!  After  a successful  week  in  Lake  Whitney  we 
headed  two  hours  north  to  the  Oak  Hill  National.  The  track 
was  more  of  a sandy  base  which  made  it  rough  up  fast.  With 
a different  ruling  system  I was  able  to  ride  in  five  different  classes. 

Practice  and  the  heats  went  well  putting  me  into  the  finals  with 
some  good  positions.  One  of  the  main  differences  between  the  Lake 
Whitney  National  and  here  was  that  the  heat  race  results  are  only 
for  grid  position.  This  means  that  if  you  got  fourth  in  your  heat  you 
would  go  to  the  line  for  the  final  in  fourth  but  with  no  points.  So  if 
you  won  that  race  you  would  be  crowned  champion  - a little  different 
to  Lake  Whitney’s  two-moto  format. 

After  a few  days  of  bad  gate  picks  and  bad  starts  I was  finally 
going  to  the  line  in  a decent  position  in  the  Stock  85cc  class  due  to 
my  fourth  in  the  heat  race.  I made  a good  shift  on  the  gate  to  bring 
myself  right  into  contention  in  the  first  turn  in  second  behind  Eli 
Tomac.  We  broke  away  from  the  rest  of  the  field  and  I just  stayed  in 
tow.  Finishing  second  in  my  first  race  of  the  morning  and  staying 
close  to  Eli  definitely  showed  that  my  good  results  from  last  week 
weren’t  just  a fluke! 

The  first  few  laps  of  the  85cc  Open  class  were  a mirror  image  of 
the  Stock  class.  But  with  a second  under  my  belt  I had  nothing  to 
lose.  We  were  running  bar-to-bar  until  the  final  lap  when  I reeled  him 
in  through  the  uphill  whoops  allowing  me  to  set  up  the  pass  in  the 
woods.  I managed  to  hang  on  to  the  lead,  taking  the  championship! 

With  a win  under  my  belt  I was  determined  to  get  another  in  the 
Superminis  - maybe  a little  too  determined!  Everybody  who  has 
ever  started  on  concrete  will  know  that  you  can’t  be  too  aggressive 
and  break  traction  because  you  don’t  go  anywhere.  Well  I broke 
traction  and  just  started  spinning.  With  this  I was  off  to  a bad  start. 
With  Tomac  out  in  front  again  he  was  going  to  be  hard  to  catch  but 
who  said  I couldn’t  get  to  second?  I charged  through  the  pack  using 
every  inch  of  the  track  to  find  myself  in  third  going  into  the  last  lap. 

I was  homing  in  like  a heat-seeking  missile  to  finally  reach  my  target 
in  a 180  degree  turn.  So  with  another  second  going  into  my  125cc 
race  I felt  good. 

My  fourth  last  week  seemed  to  be  a bit  of  luck  to  some  people 
so  I was  out  to  prove  them  wrong  in  my  only  big  bike  class.  My 
factory  Dunlop  tyres  hooked  up  great  and  managed  to  put  me  in 
third  right  behind  Justin  Barcia  and  Ian  Trettel.  I pushed  hard  to  stay 
with  those  guys  and  with  a good  battle  with  my  team-mate  Jason 
Anderson  I was  able  to  round  up  a strong  fourth. 

Well,  after  two  weeks  of  good  racing  it  all  came  down  to  the  85cc 
Mod  class  and  unluckily  for  me  I seemed  to  save  my  worst  till  last, 
experiencing  a bad  start  that  put  me  way  back  and  I was  only  able 
to  salvage  a fifth!  Still,  a great  two  weeks  and  a great  experience. 
One  title  at  Whitney  and  one  at  Oak  Hill  was  more  than  I could 
have  asked  for.  We  are  now  looking  forward  to  the  next  national  in 
Las  Vegas. 

We  travelled  back  home  to  California,  spent  two  days  building 
bicycle  jumps  and  before  we  knew  it  we  were  on  our  way  again  - 
this  time  to  a Loretta  Lynn’s  qualifier  in  Reno,  Nevada!  The  20-hour 
drive  was  actually  not  too  bad  and  was  a lot  more  interesting  than 
the  one  to  Texas.  There  was  actually  some  grass  on  the  way  and  we 
saw  some  normal  trees  which  was  a change  from  all  the  shrubs  and 
tumbleweed. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  track  we  were  shocked  to  find  that  it  was 
snowing!  Still,  it  was  like  normal  English  weather  and  rather  nice! 

I managed  to  win  all  my  classes  to  qualify  for  the  regional  qualifiers 
at  Glen  Helen  which  then  puts  you  through  to  Loretta’s. 

Awaiting  the  arrival  of  some  fellow  Englishmen  who  would  be 
training  with  us  for  the  next  two  weeks,  Jordan  and  I continued  to 
build  our  bicycle  jumps!  When  Max  Acres,  Alfie  Bowtell  and  Sam 
Bruce  arrived  we  showed  them  around  the  camp  then  went  straight 
into  training.  The  fastest  way  to  rid  yourself  of  jet  lag  is  to  push  it  out 
of  you  with  some  hard  work. 

The  first  day  of  riding  was  at  Lake  Elsinore  and  the  boys  seemed 
to  be  getting  into  it  well  then  by  the  end  of  the  week  it  was  time  for  a 
race.  The  race  was  at  Competitive  Edge  and  it  was  another  LLQ 
(Loretta  Lynn’s  qualifier).  I’d  already  qualified  so  I was  crew  chief! 

I was  sweeping  the  gate,  pit  boarding,  shouting  at  them  to  go 
faster... oh  and  don’t  forget  the  Alfie  Bowtell  dance  on  the  start! 

A good  two  weeks  of  fun  with  some  English  guys  was 
awesome  - especially  as  we’re  on  our  way  to  go 
and  battle  the  world  at  the  World  Mini  GP  in 
Las  Vegas.  The  English  invasion  is  about  to  take 
hold!  Watch  out! 


NEXT 
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GUITARHERO!  ^ 

BILLY  ROCKS  OUT  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD 
WHERE  HE  STARTS  TO  PILE  ON  THE  POINTS... 

Words  by  Billy  MacKenzie  Photo  by  Andrew  Ferguson 

I’ve  had  to  force  myself  off  Guitar  Hero  to  write  Torrington  since  I was  on  a 60cc  and  it  made  a 
this  and  yesterday  I had  to  force  myself  to  go  really  nice  change  coming  back  to  a natural 
out  training  - I’m  that  addicted!  It  was  one  of  track.  However,  that  night  the  rain  came  down 

those  decisions  where  I was  sat  there  on  my  and  it  turned  everything  on  its  head.  The  track 

sofa  ‘rocking  out’  and  I just  threw  the  guitar  looked  wrecked  and  I felt  for  the  MXY2  guys  as 

down,  got  my  gear  on  as  quickly  as  possible  they  were  out  first, 
and  was  out  the  door  within  a minute!  I went  for  I also  felt  for  Stevie  - he  only  managed 
an  awesome  run  though,  pushed  hard  the  two-and-a-half  laps  before  breaking  his  leg  in  the 

whole  way  and  a run  that  normally  takes  me  whoops  which  to  be  fair  were  a total  slop  and  he 
about  one  hour  and  15  minutes  took  53  minutes!  still  had  the  balls  to  attempt  doubling  them. 

So  not  only  was  I rocking  Guitar  Hero,  I rocked  Since  being  home  he  told  me  what  happened 

my  run  too!  and  it  was  simply  a case  of  him  getting  out  of 

It  all  started  when  I stopped  in  to  visit  Tommy  shape  a little  and  putting  his  foot  down  for 

on  the  way  to  Torrington.  He  had  Guitar  Hero  set  balance.  He  actually  heard  it  - never  mind  felt  it 
up  at  his  flat.  I was  completely  new  to  it  but  after  - snap!  I stopped  to  see  if  he  was  okay  before 
about  the  fifth  try  I started  to  get  the  hang  of  being  handed  a message  to  deliver  to  my  old 

things  and  was  hooked  instantly!  It  even  got  us  man  in  the  pit  box.  But  it  wasn’t  just  Stevie  that 

in  the  mood  for  a bit  of  music  so  it  was  another  the  whoops  caught  out,  it  was  also  the 

spontaneous  decision  to  go  out  for  the  night!  paramedics  who  washed  out  on  them,  dropping 

On  with  the  dancing  shoes  and  off  we  went!  Stevie  on  the  stretcher!  Ha  ha!  And  the 

All  the  pics  are  up  on  my  myspace  - it  was  an  ambulance  had  to  get  towed  out  by  a tractor, 

awesome  night  but  the  best  nights  are  always  Anyways,  five  operations  later  to  save  him  losing 
the  ones  that  aren’t  planned  I think.  We  danced  his  leg  and  he’s  back  on  the  mend  and  if  any 
our  asses  off  - it’s  like  an  extra  training  session  good  has  come  of  this  the  Compartment 

when  me  and  Tom  are  on  the  dance  floor  Syndrome  Tribute  Band  was  formed!  See  my 

together.  It  was  the  same  at  Cairoli’s  party  last  youtube  page  at  billymac21 1 ... 
year,  we  just  go  for  it!  Torrington  went  amazing  though  with  two  wins 

Next  stop  was  Torrington  and  it  was  out  with  again  and  the  biggest  holeshots  I’ve  ever  pulled! 
the  poker  chips  again.  This  time  it  was  BC  who  The  second  one  was  insane!  Because  the  start 

took  the  pot,  although  I did  manage  to  put  Brad  was  so  far  from  the  pit  box  no-one  could  be 

out  the  game  again!  He  is  like  the  poker  god  so  arsed  doing  their  gates  so  while  I went  to  watch 
it  p****s  him  off  big  time  when  I put  him  out.  The  the  MX2  I did  my  gate  and  packed  it  full  of  this 

FUNNIEST  thing  though  is  when  Brad  puts  dry  clay  I found.  I didn’t  even  have  a rut!  So 

Hayley  out  the  game!  You’ve  never  seen  a strop  when  the  gate  dropped  I was  gone!  I loved  the 
like  it  before  in  your  life!  It’s  fantastic!  track  - it  turned  out  brilliant  and  really  technical 

Everything  looked  amazing  when  we  arrived  with  lots  of  ruts  and  tricky  parts  and  I had  a 

for  the  race  - I walked  the  track  and  it  looked  really  good  day. 

awesome,  proper  old  school.  I’ve  raced  at  Next  I was  off  to  Spain  and  as  most  of  you 


know  it  totally  p****d  it  down.  Saturday  was  fine 
although  the  track  was  a bit  fast  so  everyone 
was  on  the  limit  putting  in  fast  laps.  But  come 
Sunday  the  track  was  barely  rideable.  All  the 
MX1  guys  protested  the  start  of  the  second 
moto.  I didn’t  really  mind  if  we  raced  or  not  as  it 
was  quite  fun  in  the  first  race  but  the  track  was 
way  worse  after  we  had  more  rain  so  I went  with 
the  majority  and  stayed  clean!  I had  an  eighth  in 
race  one  which  I wasn’t  too  happy  with.  I had 
come  from  the  back  and  moved  up  to  fifth  at  one 
point  but  then  had  a few  silly  crashes  trying  to 
get  to  the  front. 

Off  to  Portugal  next  and  me  and  Brownie 
drove  the  camper  on  a little  road  trip  to  the 
campsite  on  Sunday  night  - the  quicker  we  got 
there  the  quicker  we  could  relax  for  the  week. 

We  had  the  mini  bikes  out  down  the  beach  again 
but  I stayed  out  the  ocean  this  time  as  the  waves 
were  huge!  It  was  like  a GP  at  the  campsite  and 
all  the  British  teams  were  there  - us  British  just 
love  a camping  trip  don’t  we?  We  played  football 
and  caused  mischief  all  week,  it  was  really  nice. 
Oh  and  I got  sunburnt  from  running  with  no  shirt 
on  - got  a nice  big  white  strap  mark  where  my 
heart  rate  monitor  was. 

The  racing  in  Portugal  was  going  so  well  - all 
Saturday  I was  second  behind  Pourcel  and  we 
were  having  little  battles  between  ourselves  for 
pole  each  session.  He  always  snuck  one  in  at 
the  end.  It  was  super,  super  hot  that  weekend 
and  I led  both  races  but  couldn’t  keep  it  till  the 
end  - small  mistakes  and  bad  strategy  cost  me 
my  first  win  away  from  Japan!  But  things  look 
promising  for  the  rest  of  the  season,  I’m  in  fourth 
place  in  the  series  now  and  only  20 
points  behind  the  leader  so  time  to 
put  in  some  consistent  podiums! 
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ADAMS  H E BATTLE  A° 

KATE  -MEET  YOUR  FATE*  ARAMS  FORCE  REPLICA  HELMET  TAKES  ON  #1  CONTENDER 
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